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IMF AND GHANA 

~ a predominance of passive citizens 
.-: invariably with an unwanted 

In other words, wise men who refuse 
their constitutional rights are governed 

bar 31, 1981, when Flt-Lt. Jerry John 
and his band of soldiers took up arms to 

power from the popularly elected govern
f President Hilla Limanp, the people _of 
qnarmed as they were, had no other choice 
succumb to their conquerors. 

support for the new government, far from 
spontaneous. and massive, was as subdued as 

i:I be expected from a stunned nation. 

e latest issue of the London based lnter
·onal Currency Review, a journal of the World 

inancial Community finds Flt-Lt. Rawlings 
government one of the most irresponsible _and 
chaotic administrations in the whole of the African 
continent and therefore takes the International 
Monetary Fund to task for approving a loan worth 
S 377 million to it. 

It wrote, "financing a brutal, chaotic dictator
ship is more than usually a complete waste of 
time." 

The point being made here is that 14 million 
people of Gfiana made up of hardworking farmers, 
fishermen, teachers, administrators, artisans, house
wives and their children deserve a more dignified 
life than the subjection to abject deprivation by 
their military rulers for fourteen out of twenty six 
years of independence from British rule. 

Any assistance from the International Monetary 
Fund to lift them from their gloom is therefore 
welcome. Besides, Ghana as a member of the Fund 
is by regulation entitled to draw 150% of her quota 
as a stand-by facility to support her economy. On 
current basis the 150% of the quota amounts to 
S 250 million. 

Above all, the peace-loving people of Ghana did 
not vote Flt-Lt. Rawlings to power, do not deserv 
a violent blood-thirsty government and theref e 
should not be tied to the fortunes of this regim/re 

• However, if the International Monetary F. . 
·11· t I und IS 1 w1 mg o grant a oan to a country w·ith t 

• h h ou ensur mg t at t e country has a responsible • 
• th • Id government . en 1t wou soon realise that the If , 

interest of the millions of farme wf~ are and 
te eh h'ld rs, 1sherme a ers, c I ren etc have been sa •r n, 

_ ret_~tion of power by a handful. cri iced for the 

This is how we view the concern of h 
t e Inter. 

Y Review over the gran 
• 1 currenc h · aJ 

nation: $ 377 million to what ~' e JOUrn 
loan o hie government . 
"Rawlings anarc . 

ernment's irresponsible 
Beside the g~:view is not enthused 

the currency h • h 
, Recovery Plan w 1c was 

government~ m to the International 
a mem;~:n j:urnal doubts that the plan 
Fu

nd
• f ceeding when workers are 

chance o sue . · f · 
d to seize their factories, ore1gn courage h 

ment is frowned upon, managements tN 
placed under the contr_ol of Work~rs 
Committees, and enterprises are forbidden 
off workers even if they have no raw mater 
production. 

Given the world wide economic depress· 
government's encouragement of the expansi 
state institutions and increase in governm 
penditure as reported lately by the Bank of 
make the recovery plan a non starter. 

The entire fabric of the Ghanaian soc· 
been diagnosed by the country's super 
rulers to be bankrupt and is being restructu 

The Judiciary, Media Civil Service Ed 
with the universities still closed and the m 
overseeing the training of cadres are all bei 
or • d · gan~se : And until the restructuring an 
organ,sat,on are completed the whole nati 
a 

st
ate of turmoil which forbids any meani 

recovery plan to be implemented. 
In the meanf h 

position of •me t ere is no let up in 
a heavily ar~~;~::~ary hardships on Ghanaia 

For nearly two 
a curfew even th Years Ghanaians have lived 
be Popular With i°hugh the revolution is supp 

e masses · 
Contrary to th • 

President l' e governments' condemnati 
the steepes;mann for hatching a deal with the 
be overnight d 

_en slapped on evaluation of the 
minds of the Ghanaians and currently 
intolerably hi:t

0
P!e are being prepared to 

ately created sho Prices for petrol, through de 
Otherwise rtage Qf fuet. 

acute h how Would 
kn s 0 rtage of fu 1 . one explain the 
Ghow~ fact that oil _e '" Ghana when it is 
cou:~~•an revof utio;~~~ l!b~a which patroni 
repr0 d~ and ease the h s is •~ a position to 
th . ce elsewh . arclsf]ip,· of Ghanaia e view f ere in th· 
on 111"F O the ''I 1s magazine ex ,v, loan nternat· 



EDUCATING GHANA 

It is only a hypocrite or, better 
still a human ostrich who would ref~se 

d ·t that there is something to a m1 . I 
. sly wrong with the educat1ona senou 

system in Ghana. 

I completely fail to see wh~t 
Elizabeth Ohene was so mad about m 
her piece on "Educating Gha~~ - 1:he 
Cuban Way" published in the Talkm,g 
Drums" of September 26. She argued 
that because members of the present 
government all benefitted(?) _fro~ the 

ame educational system which is the s . " 
"bastion of reactionary dogmatism 
they cannot claim to know that there 
is something wrong and go on to do 
something about it. 

Quite obviously she does not like 
the idea that Ghanaian children are 
being sent to Cuba for education, I 
wonder what she would have said if 
the children had been sent to America 
or Britain. 

I could see the point in arguing for 
re-organising the education system in 
Ghana instead of shipping them out of 
the country while the majority remain 
in the colonial educational system 
which does not reflect on the needs of 
the country. 

In a fast changing world where 
ideas are constantly being reviewed 
according to the economic fortunes of 
countries, particularly, in the Third 
World hemmed in by East-West ideo· 
logical struggle, how can Ms. Ohene 
say that "The Sir Arko Korsah report 
of 40 years ago which led to the estab· 
lishment of the University of Ghana" 
is still a document - a valid blue-print 
for higher education in Ghana? 

Sending children to Cuba may not 
be the answer but Ghana's educational 
system needs serious changes. 

Dear Editor, 

Yaw Sampson 
Leyton 

TRAINING OF TERRORISTS? 

I was shocked to read in the Talking 
Drums of Scptcmh1!1 26, that Ghanaian 
children am beinn sent to Cuba for 
secondary and University education. 

The whole move, it seems to me, is 
aimed at training a group of Ghanaians 
outside the country to return as fully
fledge revolutionaries and hardened 
experts in guerilla warfare. 

If Cuba's vast experience in this 
department is anything to go by then 
there is more to the Rawlings regime's 
motive for Cuban education, than 
meets the eye. 

Emelia Forson 
High Wycombe 

CHANGES IN THE CIVIL SERVICE 
MUST SUCCEED 

I have read with interest the two 
article~ on the Civil Service entitled: 
"The Civil Service at Cross-roads" 
under the series - Restructuring of 
State Institutions published in the 
second and third issues of the "Talking 
Drums" and I am at a loss as to what 
your correspondent was trying to say. 

The writer dwelt at length on the 
fact that the Ghana Civil Service is 
moribund and wrapped up in the 
shackles of bureaucracy and that its 
present failings might have emanated 
from the colonial legacy at the time of 
independence. 

The point was also emphatically 
made that the corruption in the 
system, is gingered up by a horde of 
eccentrics, megalomaniacs and "jelly 
back-boned" top officials who cannot 
take simple decisions on is~ues and 
thereby delay important matters". 

So the question is: why does the 
writer think the restructuring exercise 
which is an attempt to weed these 
characters out of the system would 
not solve the problem? 

I would like to point out that the 
top civil survants who are going to be 
affoctcd by the exercise are dellberat• 
ely putting impediments in the WIY of 

the gove 
the jll)pl 

The 
may 
obviousl 
ing. I coul 
for the i 
Defence Co 
making in the 

It ;s my 
Service is to, 
officialdom 
then the eu 
effectively an 
when the ad 
that it is not again 
interest of the whol 

RECONS 

Dear Editor, 

The December 
Rawlings which t 
ical ly elected gov 
Umann was w 
jubilation in Ghan 

When the PN 
Q()vernm&nt many 
was timely becau 
change. would bring 
ment in their life 
alleviate the suffering 
socio-economic. deprlva:t 
question now is: has if:lertt 
c~ange? 

It is an open secret that 
which he Rawlings p 
prove is, in fact, now in 
tribalism is at its ap 
afflicted almost fN 
industries are at sta 
there are no inputs. 
being laid off some a 
the pay-roll for doin 
from worker's defe 
activities whiph are 
back-bone of the r 

It has been sai 
repeat it .... Gha 
this kind of tr•.-t 

Our 
oOr unive 

• wheth 
wf 



ng
e to 
uch 

there 
s of 

in the 

nxiety in 
that a lot 
otherland 
country. 

Southern 
a's close_d 

the northern 
home anticip· 

from the 
negative votes 

st the NPN which 
e Northern states. 

e'WOrld, to be precise, the 
ratic world was much 

+:,hen the elections were 
JGUt with such success and this 

II-portrayed by the western 
- BBC, VOA, Radio France 

national and ot~ ers in the way 
trumpeted and showered praises 

on Nigeria. , the giant of Africa and 
bastion of western democracy in 

~frica. 

However questions need to 
\1:,e answered. Were the elections really 
free and fair and democratically cond· 
ucted as we have been made to believe? 
Or is it a fact that western democracy 

IS JUSTICE 
Lord T~ny Gifford OC could not 

be an eminent jurist. Not all who take 
silk are. In some cases it is merely a 
_sight to wear a silk gown. He is not 
also one of the Law Lords of Engl and 
who sit in the House of Lords as the 
final court of appeal in civ il and 
criminal matters. He is not a peer who 
has held high judicial office to be in 
vited to constitute the court. He must 
be a member of the House of Lords 
for other considerations. 

I do not think he has any know-
ledge of the history of the Ghana 
Judiciary which has had such eminent 

dges as Sir Henry Coussey, who was 
resident of the West African Court of 

al when appeals lay to the Judicial 
mittee of the Privy Council ; Sir 

ku Korsah, the first Ghanaian Chief 
·ce. after Ghana gained lndepend-

Elections 
were fair 
but ... 

or the Westminster system of govern· 
ment which was imposed on us by our 
colonial masters is simply not co'.11· 
patible with the African way ~f. hf: 
ie; our customs, norms and trad1t10~ • 
and as a school of thought put ,t, 
Africans are not ripe for the western 
democracy. 

I happen to be at Bunza,a village in 
the South-West corner of Sokoto state 
during the election campaigning days 
and I had the opportunity to observe 
how the elections were actually 
conducted. 

I must make it clear that my observ
ations may not be a yard-stick to judge 
the conduct of the elections in the 
whole federation. 

Sokoto state is a strict moslem state 
like • most of the eight other 
states. As such women, especially the 
married ones, hardly come out during 
the day time. This is a normal moslem 
custom. I believe. 

Thus, • during the elections one 

could hardly see any w 
but is was a very comm 
boys between the a9E:5 of 
below the e ligible voting Y 
I eady stamped ballot pap a r . 

t the polling stations to 0 
t If they were asked how OU. 

b them they innocently 
;at they belonged to theit 
who were at home. 

This is a typical case 
people cast their votes _wj 
sidering any ideals or ob 
candidates concerned. I beli 
the card inal principles of 
democracy is to cast votes sec 
vote accord ing to ones conscJ 
these principles apply in Nige 

Experts m ight argue that 
just beginning and as a be~n 
made a very giant leap ahe 
ever, I believe that Africa has 
age now and it is high time we 
creative and innovative and be 
fashion out a system that w 
our environment and traditi 
have enough intellectuals who 
be able to ado pt a system to b 
two systems - Democracy a 
al ism and create something in 
for the African. 

Which 

COLOUR-CON S C IOU-
ence from Britain Sir Samuel Q h" 
Id ' uars 1e-

u~ who was a Chief Justice of East 
Africa and Western N" . igena Vanl Acolatse and Akuffo-Add , are 
came President of Gh ~ who be

ana in 1969 -

and many English judges bef 
dating from 1844. 

As has happened in most 
territo ries to which Britain 
<:!_e_pe~dence , the designated . 



w in Ghana which has oeen subjected 
amendments from time to time in 

rita i_n, and that including the Criminal 
aw and Procedure which has become 
he local law. This is what Lord Tony 
iffo rd QC, by a letter to the Guardian 

of August 28, 1983 was recommend
ing to be changed and in a scathing 
attack on the Judiciary stated that the 
Tribunals set up by Rawlings - Tsikata 
"was part of the new system which the 
new government has set up to improve 
the quality of justice in Ghana. The 
ex isting courts had be_come widely 
discredited for failing to deal with the 
appalling corruption and fraudulent 
practice which had become notorious" 

It is known as a fact, that since 
Ghana attained Independence in 1957, 
all cases of corruption put before the 
conventional courts have been dealt 
with and justice done. Perhaps it might 
be appropriate for Lady Kate Gifford 
as Secretary to "Books for Develop
ment", to include a set of the Ghana 
Law Reports to improve and enlighten 
the knowledge of Lord Tony Gifford. 
Also he should visit the Library of his 
Inns of Court to thumb through the 
Privy Council Reports to see the 
quality of the judgements that have 

Don't whisper 

in frustration, 

Write to 

TALKING 

DRUMS 

messag 
will go fa.r 

emanated from West Africa and on 
which there is present day 
improvement. 

The Lord Gifford QC must be a 
fraud or naive, for only people with 
thi s description can be blind and fall 
for the Rawling-Tsikata rhetoric, who 
blaming years of corruption seized 
power with Libya backing on 31st 
December and in :simil ar exercise in 
politi cal subjugation very familiar in 
commun is~ systems have set out to 
introduce through Committees a 
system al ien to the Ghanaian and 
masquerading them as instruments of 
people's democracy, but reserving the 
power t o themselves to rule, to pass 
sentence and execute , to abduct and 
murder. 

I do not th ink the Lord Gifford QC 
ever got conversant with the facts and 
evidence in the trial of the murder of 
the judges. How could Amartey Kwei 
who had pleaded not guilty before the 
People's Tribunal be found guilty 
without the evidence of Lance 
Corporal Amedika who, at the time of 
his tri al, had escaped from custody. 
What will the Lord Gifford say if it 
turns ou t one day that L/C Amedika 
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tells the world that Amartey K . 
only asked him to have the . dwe1 

JU ges 
arrested but someone else more po -
ful K • T .k wer 

' OJO s1 ata who had been implic-
ated by Amarte_y during the SIB 
report ordered him to see to th 

d 
. e 

mur enng of the judges and retired 
Army Officer. 

I am quite sure if the Lord Gifford 
were to introduce the Rawlings-Tsikata 
system of People's Tribunal in Parlia
ment, he would only hear cries of 
'shame, shame' ringing in his ears for 
the rest of his life. 

•. The Chief Justice of Ghana and 
such fine Judges as Mrs. Anne Jiagge 
are muzzled, but as a class they have 
been libelled. If they dare to take 
action against the Lord, their bodies 
will be found elsewhere or their courts 
will be taken over by W.D.C's; and so 
for decency sake, the Lord Gifford, 
you had better apologise to them. 

, By A Correspondent 
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ATCHDOG 

RUBBER 
1Part 2 

one of this article first published last 
i Kwesi Gyebi , Korang discussed the 
rter and its shortcomings. In this final 
he explains why he thinks the organis

a.11 impO/l'tant but not an effective tool for 
the numerous problems confronting the 

nt. 

n an article entitled "Human 
ts and the three worlds of Power" 

Bound Table 1978 Vol. LXVIII) 
Prof. A.A. Mazrui argues that inter
national debate about human ;ights 
has to be see,1 as part . of a wider pre
cess, of normative change in the world. 
According to him, there is a demand 
for a new international economic 
order based as it is c,n particular per
ceptions of what constitutes economic 
and social justice at the global level. 

. Diallo '.el/i, ~he first Secretary-Genera/ o f the Organisa ti on o f African Unity 
in Prtson in Guinea. The Human and Peoples' Right clauses in the Charter th 
helpe<f..!':!. set up could not save him. 

Secondly, there is the demand for 
greater respect of human rights - this 
11e says is the reactivation of Liberal 
concern in relations among nation~. 
Finally, he points out that, there is an 
attempt to realise a form of detente 
among normative or ideological advers- ., 
aries; a striving to consolidate peace in 
spite of conflict in values between 
states. 

He goes on to break this argument 
into three distinct classifications 
namely: 

The juridical rights of states 
The human rights of individuals. and 
The collective rights of groups and 
races. 

It is the third classification which 
had been referred to as the "peoples 
rights". Peoples Rights or rather the 
collective rights of people must not be 
confined to the rights of inhabitants 
within a territory as a group but also 
the rights of an ethnic group within a 
toeiety. ldi Amin is ;:;ccused of attemp
ted genocide against the Langi and 

Acholi which in this context amounts 
to a total violation of the collective 
rights of specific ethnic groups. It is 
submitted therefore that peoples rights 
exist and must be protected. 

The preamble of the charter de
clares the determination to eli . 
Colonial ism Neo-co' ~

1
1
~ate 

. • ,on1a ism 
Apartheid, Zionism and to .., . • 
~ . . u1smantle 
c.ggress1~e fo~e1g~ t:1ilita;y bases and all 
forms uf discrimination particul I 
those based on race eth-. ar y 
colour, sex, languag'e re"1': . group, 

I• · • 1g1un or 
po 1t1cal opinion. This has al ~ 
the stance of the OAU W Ways been 
~e is the Presence ~f hat puzzles 
Zionism in an Afric C th e W.Q_[d; 
argued that the Chan harter? Having 
to deal wi~ ~rter was designed 

Peculiar hu 
problems appert . . man rights 
find it difficu1tnf111g to_Africa, I now 
• ·f I not imp . JUst1 y the inclu . oss1ble to 
the Charter · s1on of ZIONISM . 

• In 

Zionism deserves 
!ut_ then, this Problem ~Ondemnation, 

fnca and thereto is Unknown in 
be considered as re cannot Possibly 
Problems of Af . one of the immed· 
is out cf pi nc~. The Word z· ,_ate 

ace in this L ion,sm 
C11arter and 

could to some extent taint 
of the charter as a legal inst 
dealing with specific human 
problems in Africa. On this 
is submitted t hat the drafters 
charter over-st epped their mark 

It is not so m uch what c 
eluded in a charter that ma 
ra ther how it ca n effectively 
~l~mented. A rt. 1 of the cha 
Joins member states to adopt I 
~r 0ther measures to give eff 
rights and duties enshrined 
charter. It means that the Ch 
have the b. d" . . 1n 1ng force of 1m 
application when it 's ratified 
iequisite majority. ' 

. This could be an attempt t 
'ffiPGssible because some of th 
emb-d' d • 

v ie in the Char·ter can 
~f Progressive application in 
bay down st anda rds for the 
etter still, o bl igation to dos 

b
ir, 1!1e future. Not ail the'ar 

Od1ed • 
• in th e Cha;ter ea 
imrn d" 

e ia te application alth 
Pre~cribes so. 

Di r · s inction must be ..i. 
rights h '•l• 

t at are of pro 



ion and tho:;e that are of immediate 
plication. This is a problem tha: was 
reseen and avoided by the architects 

f the UN Covenants on Human 

-Rights. It may be recalled that the 
Univer:;al Declaration of ~iuman 
Aigits of 1948 did not have a binding 
force of immedi.;te application in that 
it was prolnot1onal in nature. 

It vvas considered that a Convenant 
n Humar. Rights was necessary. It 
as realised that not all human rights 

ssues can. receive immediate applic
tion hence, the two Convenants of 

1964 namely, the Convenant on Civil 
nd Political Rights, and the Convenant 

Economic Social and CulturaJ 
igits. Whilst the former imposes on 

. ember states an obligation of 

mmediate application the latter sets 
t obligations that must be put into 
actice in the future. 

The difference in the obligations 
rEsult from the very nature of the right 
n the Convenants. For instance, the 
harter on economi.:: and social rights 

based on the premise that contracf
g parties have different stages of 
velopment and therefore need time 
do some "spade work" before those 

bligations can be carried out. This 
ery 'lital distinction is overlooked in 
e African Charter, the result would 

rliat, it will make implementation 
ery difficult if not impossible. 

Certain articles are worth discussing. 
here are few examples Article 7 

efers to the right of the individual to 

have his course heard. This comprises 
access to a court of Law and the right 
to appeal. This is a very good propos
it ion but the OAU did not find it ex
pedient to create .; court of its own 
which will serve as an appellate court 
of regional jurisdiction to which cases 
can be referred to after exhaustion 
of LoC.'.11 remed ies. 

Article 1 0 & 11 deals with freedom 
of associa tion ,and assembly, but the,·e 
is a proviso that the exercise of their 
rights must be within the ambit of the 
domestic Law of a State. It begs t"le 
question - How Cail people of one 
party state utilise th is Law to their 
advantage? The same is trne of count
ries under military dictatorships. 

VOTE 
Equally worth mentioning he,e is 

Art. 12(5) which proh ibits mass ex
pulsion of non-nationals. It appears 
Nigeria has taken no hint from the 
grave mistake the Busia's Government 
of Ghana made and is reportad to have 
expelled thousands of non-Nigerian 

Africans from Nigeria in the wake of 
the adoption of this Charter and the 
establishment of ECOWAS which 
allows free mobility of labour amongst 
member states. 

Article 13 refers· to the right of the 
individual to take part in government 
and publ ic office. What is missing here 
is the right to vote wh ich in certain 
member countries is just a thing of 
the past. 

Article 18(3) says "the state shall en• 
sure the elimination of discrimination 
against women. I am tempted to ask, 
'what could be the outcome of article 
18(3) in Islamic states where their 
religious believes allow some form of 
discrimination against women 
considering the fact that International 
Law encourages freedom of religion? 

Article 24 proposes the right to 
general satisfactory environment 
favourable to the people's develop
ment. Yet nowhere in the Charter is 
"satisfactory environment" defined. 
The architects of the Charter failed to 
say what must constitute a "satis
factory environment" or by whaf 
criterion this standard may be 
measured . 

One peculiar aspect of this Charter 
is the duty imposed on the individual 
towards his state. Whilst ·the state 
parties undertake to guarantee the 
individual his rights, there is a coroll
ary duty imposed on the individual to 
render services to his state. There are 
those who think that a state should 
not impose a duty on her citizens at 
least, not as a condition or exchange 
for human rights. I would like to think 
that this two-way traffic is 11,lOSt 
commendable for two reasons. Firstly, 
I believe that individuals must bear 
some responsibilities to their states 
and secondly, it is in-keeping with 
African tradition. One such example 
of an African tradition is 'Communal 
Labour'. Nevertheless, what rema,in to 
be seen _ is how effectively this can be 
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ihe ri!tit vested in the Secret
ral to attend the meetings of 

mision. It is true that the Sec
' ean neither cast a vote nor part

in the deliberaiions of the 
mmission, nevertheless his presence 

'&lone at the meetings take away a 
certain amount of independence how-

What is more puzzling is the fact 
that the Commission can only submit 
their findings to the assembly of 
Heads of State. When the Commission 
considers that there is a communic
ation in which there are elements of a 
serious violations of human and 
peoples rights, they have to inform the 
assembly of Heads of State and 
Governments, who will then authorise 
them to carry out an in-dept study of 
the situation. 

WATCH-DOG 

have referred to the Charter as a 
watch-dog with rubber teeth or per
haps no teeth at all because it is meant 
to be the ultimate,custodian of human 
and peoples right on the continent of 
Africa, but the drafters have provided 
it with a set of rubber teeth, as such it 
can only bark and not bite. 

The weakness of the Charter is so 
glaring it is unbelievable. 

You may argue that there is a 
Commission fair enough, but note that 
1here is no Court of Law to which the 
Commission can refer its findings to 
;for effective action. 

3'h~ only have powers of investig-

ation after which they have t? . r~fer 
their findings to a group of p~I ,t,cian~ 
majority of whom are self-1mp_ose 
dictators. They cannot even inves:1g_ate 
until they have been granted perm1ss1on 
by the Assembly of Heads of state. 

Politician will always come out 
with political decisions which could 
lead to miscarriage of justice. Intact, 
looking at the records of some of our 
political leaders, and the so called 

military redeemers, it is questionable 
whether the assembly of Heads of 
State should be entrusted with 
decision concerning human rights. 

Since governments are more likely 
to be the offenders of human rights, it 
is against one of the fundamental 
principles of natural justice to make 
them the final arbiters. "No one shall 
be a judge of his own course. 

Article 43(3) empowers the 
Commission to interpret the provisions 
of the Charter at the request of a 
member State. It begs the question 
whether the commission is a court of 
law? If not why should they possess 
power of interpretation. 

The commission cannot give an 
enforceable verdict. 

He who doubts the ability of our 
leaders_ to manipulate justice should 
cast_ his eyes back to 1975 when ldi 
Amin was at the peak of his massac 
N_o one_ r.aJsed a finger, instead th~: 
hid behind the curtain of " . f . non-inter-
. erence in the domestic issues of oth 
states". They even went er 

. on and held 
a summit (meeting) in Kampala and 

to crown it all they elected 
the Chairman of the OAU for 
Bokassa and Macias Nguema h 
hand to commit the most 
crimes against manking 
mentioned was made a 
atrocities. What happened tQ 
Tel Ii, the first Secretary-Gene 
OAU - we would like to know 

REMEDIES 
Few remedies are recomme 

the Charter: The establishme 
court of human and peoples 
imperative. It could never 
mature, as was argued in Ban 
African Commission of Hu 
Peoples Rights must be given ad 
powers, such as the right to inv 
allegations of breaches of huma 
without first of all seeking per 
from the Assembly of Heads of 

The Commission must have 
hand to do its duty. There mu 
method of expelling member 
who seriously encroach upon 
and peoples rights. So far, desp 
enthusiasm with which the 
was drafted, only seven countrie 
signed it. 

At this point, I cannot bu 
elude that, inspite of the shortc 
pointed out the Charter remains 
important document design 
advance the course of the 
~ajority. This is a step in the 
direction, but until these su 
amendments have been made J 

remain a "watch-dog with ' 
teeth". 
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UPPER VOLTA: 

REVOLUTION GOING WELL 
The Upper Volta revolution 1s going 

well. It is going very well, to the satis
faction of the Upper Voltan people 
who are fighting against their enemies" 
This is the view expressed in Niger by 
visiting Head of State, Captain Thomas 
Sankara at a news conference in which 
he also out-lined the objectives of the 
revolution. 

The people of Upper Volta are also 
busy with the construction of a new, a 
more responsible, dignified and pros
perous Upper Volta. Presently, we are 
laying emphasis on our independence, 
our sovereignty, and also the force of 
democratic values and the force of a 
mobilized people. 

Back home in Ouagadougou Captain 
Sankara declared: 

The Upper Volta revolution is for 
the popular masses. Therefore, we like 
all peoples of the world who believe in 
justice, freedom and democracy. The 
Upper Volta revolution associates all 

the people of Upper Volta with its 
work provided they toe the line. That 
is why here in Dori you also have to 
work together with soldiers. You have 
an army regiment in Dori; you must 
work together with that regiment. A 
revolutionary soldier is one who uses 
his weapons against the external and 
internal enemies of the people. 

A soldier, a good soldier, is not the 
one that goes to bars -to get drunk; he 
also does. not beat civilians in the 
streets to assert his strength. A soldier 
should assert his strength elsewhere 
and not against the people. A good 
soldier, a people's soldier, is the one 
who exposes plots; plots by reaction
aries, and those who want the return 
of past regimes, and he also fights 
these people. 

There are such people in all army 
units, rotten elements who because 
yesterday they had power are not 
happy today about the fact that the 

~tloc "'~ 

T 
C S 

people have a right to free speech and 
that justice is going to triumph. You 
must denounce them; you must fight 
'them whatever their rank. 

These are the soldiers who have not 
undergone proper training and who 
have only succeeded through wheeling 
a!1d dealing. They are fat and chubby; 
they cannot carry a bag, they cannot 
run or walk, and they cannot even 
hold a gun properly but are intoxicat
ing the other soldiers by telling them 
that the regime will not stand and that 
the regime will fall. It is because they 
are not happy any more, it is because 

they can no longer steal the cooking 
oil or the meat and sugar destined for 
soldiers. 

It is because they are not able to 
wheel and deal any more that they are 
today discouraged and that they are 
trying to intoxicate the other soldiers. 
It is not a crime to shoot these kind of 
people; is not a crime to take your 
guns and shoot them - it would be 
doing service to the people to 
eliminate the enemies of the people. 

- I 
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11 Monetary Fund 
ad a loan • of 

• the Government of 
-fll~t-Liautenant Jerry · 

of the most irresponsible 
.tministrations in the 

African continent; indeed, 
819 Ghana's economic 

t and pr0$pects perceived 
not even the Soviet satellites 

directed to go to 
nee, have come up with 

• If the Fund had not made 
ailable, the regime would 

donditions offered by the Fund 
iectad out of hand - because, 

r earlier report noted, 'the 
(Tlment was unwilling to accept 
massive devaluation of the cedi 

ich, is said, the Fund was going to 
tecommend". 

'This, according to official sources, 
would have triggered sharp consumer 
price increases and would have 
necessitated substantial reductions in 
social welfare programmes ', we wrote. 
'The government preferred, instead, to 
emulate Nkrumah in the early 1960s. 

The former Osagyefo is said to have 
told IMF officials that if they wan ted 
to stop Ghanaian schoolchildren from 
going to school or from attending 
hospital as a condition for their grant
ing a loan, then they should take their 
loan away. 

Subsequent leaders, the new Raw
lings Government's media stressed, had 
'spinelessly yielded to /MF pressures, 
and the result had been 'the spate of 
massive devaluations of 'the cedi after 
1967 by 'the Na tional Liberation 
Council; 'then by Busia in 1971, and by 
the Supreme Military Council seven 
years later'. 

Yet it was to be barely two years 
before the second Rawlings Govern• 
ment itself yielded 'spinelessly to IMF 
pressures', signing a Memorandum of 

. Understanding on 18 February 1983. 

February 15, 1983 
Memorandum of Understanding 

The Ghanaian authorities have 
indicated that they , wish to request a 
one-year stand-by arrange ment for 
180% of quota in support of o re-
covery program, the main fe atu.res of 
which are outlined below. 

GHANA'S MEMORANDU M 

IT'S THE STEEPE 
Main features of the program 

' 
1. A multiple currency system, based 
on a system of bonuses and surcharges 
to be applied at the banks, which 
would effectively result in two ex 
change rates, namely (/, 23 = USS 1 and 
(/,30= USS1 . 

The Ghanaian authorities have pre
sented a preliminary list of receipts 
and payments which would benefit 
from the two regimes, which needs, 
however, to be worked out in more 

\ 

detail . 

On the 'payments side (including 
payments for oil), not more than 80% 
would be at the less depreciated rate ; 
a similar percentage would prevail on 
the receipts side. 

FORMULA 

This represents an average exchange 
rate of approximately (/, 25 = USS 1 
which we calculat!) restores the ex~ 
change rate in real terms to close to 
what it was in 1972, which is the last 
yea~. in_ which there was reasonable 
equ1hbrrum in the balance-of. 
payments). 

2. The two rates will 'be uni"f• d 
I. . 1e at a 

rea 1st1c level during the period of the 
stand-by-arrangement We h 
f . . • ave agreed 
or monitoring purposes th 

weighted at the 
average exchange rate sh 

be changed periodically t ould 
b o ensure no 

su sequent loss of compet·ti· 1 Veness. 
A formula has been P 

the Ghanaian delegation r~posed by 
be acceptable for mon ·t ~h1ch would 
Since for some t· • ormg purposes. 
bu •me to c 
. dget will rely heavil ome the 
international trade . ~ on taxes from 
that the exchange r~~t as been agreed 
to be kept approp . e Would also need 

f • riate from th 0 view of ensur' e Point 
mg adequate revenue 

3 Th ' • e schedule of tariff 
Ports is to be sirnplifie rates on irn 
rcduced to \hre d and essentially 
(for oil), 25% ande 3~;tos, namely :zero 
4 o • 

• Th~ producer Price 
be ra,sei;t not I of cocoa is t 
~ ater than M o 
" ay 1983 

at least to(/, 600 pe r headload . 
Ghanaian authorities have agreed th 
normally, there would be no erosio 
of this price in real terms in subseque 
years. 

5. The Ghanaian Government 
argued that it would be essential fr 
their point of view t hat , initially, the 
would be a subsidy on oil products. 

They have agreed, however, tha 
this subsidy would be phased out 
lates~ by June 1984. It has been agr 
that the subsidy for oil, based on a 
initial exchange rate of (/, 23 = USS 1 
would not exceed (/, 3 billion forth 
budget year (calendar year 1983). 

6. Owing to the very large change th 
are envisaged wi•th an· exchange rat 
change of this magnitude, the impli 
ation for . the Government's finance 
are difficult to estimate with precisi~ 

The authoriti es have argued that 
in order to redress a situation of ex• 
ceptionally low pay in relation t 
living costs, salaries in the civil servi 
would be raised on average by 6 
and wages and salaries in the publl 
boards and corporations by no mor 
than 30%. 



NDERS TANDING TO IM F ... 

VALUATION IN HISTORY 
The staff attaches considerable 

importance to the avoidance of an 
underminin g of the competitiveness of 
the exchange rate by unduly large 
wage increases; equal importance 
attaches to ex penditure controls being 
sufficiently firm so as to ensure that 
the bank financing requirement of the 
Government fa ll s within the limits for 
total credit expansion , which it has 
been agreed should not exceed (l 5 
billion, equiva lent to 30% of the estim
ated beginning money stock. 

CURRENCY, 

7. At present interest rates on time 
deposits are 8%-9%. The staff has 
impressed on the authorities the need 

to ensure deposit rates which are 
positive in real terms. 

The authorities have argued t hat, 
with their success in reducing infl at ion, 
deposit rates are less negative in real 
terms than a year ago and they have 
agreed to review interest rates, once 
prices have settled down after the de· 
valuation, with a view to achieving a 

more adequate rate structure. 

An essential element in the program 
is that oil imports in 1983 would be 
fi nanced on the basis of a noninterest
bea ring government-to-government 
loan from Libya of S 340 million. 

The program also assumes that the 
Wor1d Bank would be prepared to 
enter into a program loan of S 100 
million, of which a substantial part 
would be disbursed in the «;:alendar 
year 1983. 

We understand that substantial 
work by World Bank staff has already 
been done on such a loan. The 
program would envisage a redu'ction in 
arrears by cash payments in the first 
year of the arrangement and an ex
pectation that other arrears would, if 
possible, be consolidated or re
scheduled. 

Dr. Kwesi Botchwey 
PNDC Secretary for 

Finance and Planning 

OBJECTION 
I 

The Executive Board of the Fund 
unanimously approved the S 377 
million loan in Washington on 3 August, 
after a prolonged delay (February/ 
August) during which· it became clear 
that the all-important $ 340 million 
contribution which was to have been 
forthcoming from Libya, would not 
materialise. • 

The first serious question concern
ing this extraordinary IMF loan, there
fo re, is: why did /MF staff ever think 
that Libya would pay up? 

Our second objection is slightly 
more sensitive, but equally compelling. 
The Rawlings regime has demonstrated 
its inability to attract financial support 
from both the Ea'st and the West. 

All observers, apart from those with 
political axe~ to grind, are agreed that 
the present government in Accra is an 
aberration. Its attempt to dragoon the 
easy-going-and good-natured Ghanaian 

people into a Leninist rllould has ex
acerbated the country's economic 

difficulties. 

For the /MF burooucracy to ~et 
abou t seeking to impose a stabllisation 
programme on such a thoroughly 1111 

stable 'revolutionary ' developing 
country, seems inexplicable, other 
than in the contex t of political ignor
ance or naivete on the par t of /MF 
staff. 

Most of the proposed loan - 8260 
million worth - takes the form of a 
stand-by facility, equivalent to 150% 
of Ghana's quota, which can be drawn 
down over the 12 months from 3 
August 1983 in support of the 're
covery programme'. The remaining 
S 127 million is to be provided 
immediately, by way of 'compena• 
atory financing', to meet a shortfall on 
Ghana's 1982 export earnings. 

Under the Memorandum of Under
standing, the Ghanaian authorities 
agreed to suffer the humilot!on of 
eating their public words, and to ex
change acceptance of an extra
ordinarily large exchange rate devalu
ation, for !MF money. 

The regime's public stance on the 
matter of devaluation of the cedi must 
have been a stumbling block - and 
may well explain the total silence 
which has enveloped this matter. 

Indeed, the IMF's press release 
(No 83/51) of 3 August (text given 
here) made no mention of the fact 
that 'the reform of the exchange 
system introduced earlier this year' 
was, in fact, the steepest overnight 
currency devaluation in recorded 
history. 

1 

BO_NUSES 

Specifically, the exchange rate of 
the cedi was altered to an average of 
(/, 25.00 per USS 1 - compared with a 
previous rate of (/, 2.15 to the dollar. 
No country has ever undertaken such a 
massive instant devaluation of its 
currency. 

The new and highly uncertain 
multiple currency arrangements are 
based upon a system of bonuses and 
surcharges, the effect of which has 
been to create two exchange rates -
one of (/, 23 per USS 1 and the other 
of (/, 30 per dollar. Essentially, the 
(/, 30 rate will apply to oil imports. 

However the Ghanaian authorities 
have agreed that the element of sub· 
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real terms, In 

1tions with the 
;tary Fund at the 

vet', the Ghanaian 
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tor the civil service and 
1ha public boards and 

- in order to redress 'a 
d exceptionally low pay in 

to living cost'. 

Fund, however, stressed the 
ea of avoiding unduly large 

increases which would under
lne 1he competitiveness of the new 

wch•ge rate, but nevertheless 
-.ictioned the Ghanaian authorities' 
wage increase request. After all, Accra 
Govemment is seeking to abolish the 
private sector altogether, and uses the 
public sector both as an instrument 
of political policy, and also to absorb 
unemployment. Such regimes as this, 
lacking legitimacy, must always seek 
other means of placating their 
'supporters'. 

STRUCTURE 

The Fund's staff also stressed the 
need for firm expenditure controls, 
calling for a review of interest rates -
aimed at achieving a more adequate 
interest rate structure (that is to 
say, much higher rates, to encourage 
savings, which are almost non-existent 
in hyperinflationary environments). , 

As we have seen, the Ghanaian 
authorities' programme, set out in the 
Memorandum, was predicated on the 
unwise assumption that Libya would 
grant Ghana a non-interest bearing 
government-to-government loan worth 
S 340 million, ostensibly to finance oil 
imports during 1983. 

The Memorandum also assumed 
1hat the World Bank would provide 
a loan wor~ S 100 million, of which 
a substantial proportion would b 
dilbu~d during calendar 1983. e 

But the Libyan loan has simply not 
been forthcoming, in conformity with 
Tripoli's practice of uttering r~sh 
promises without the slightest in-

tention of fulfilling them. 

Despite all the Accra regime's 
ps11udo-revolutio(lary rhetoric, and 

personal visits to Tripoli by _Colonel 
Oadhafi;s protege, Flt-Lt Jerry 
Rawlings, the Libyans have failed ~o 
deliver the single most vital element in 

the IMF's recovery programme. 

Unable to wait any longer, the 
PNl)C Secretary for Finance _and 
Planning, Dr Kwesi Botchwey, who 
signed the original Memorandum, 
announced in May that the measures 
'agreed' with the Fund were to be 
implemented. 

In his statement, however, Dr 
Botchwey insisted - despi te the 
evidence of the Memorandum (the 
text of which, naturally, he supp
ressed) - that his government had not 
devalued the currency, but had merely 
introduced new surcharges on the 
purchase of foreign currency. 

This, however, was nothing more 
than a deceitful political ploy to meet 
the justified fears of a cowed popul
ation which has, through bi tter ex
perience, become unconvinced that de
valuation provides any solution to 
their economic problems. 

The absurd denial was also dictated 
by the regime's earlier loud public 
prot~stations to the effect that, under 
no circumstances would they devalue 
the currency, as their ill-advised prede
cessors has done. 

The agreement with the Fund 
preceded by intense lobbying, in ~; 
course of which Dr. Botchwe a . 
colleague, Dr Joe Abbey - y fnd his 
c · • a ormer 

omm1ss1oner for Finance - sou h 
persuade the West that th g t to 
nothing really of subst . ere was 

I . ance ,n the re 
vo ut1onary rhetoric b . -
in Ghana, and th t emg ~eployed 

· a , provided th 
regime was financial/ e 
would only be a y supported, it 
R matter of tim b 

awlings could be e efore 
West won over to the 

Ouite apart from t 
nature of this . he unpleasant 
W. . regime fo I . 

_ashmgton-based i • ~ w 1ich the 
c1al institutions nternat1onal finan-

1 are now . . 
so e means-of s Providing the 
t h upport it h o ave occurred t ' oug t surely 
IMF's staff th o members of th at the e 

Process of 're-

t r·,ng' which is now going on 1ft 
struc u 
Gh 

is bound to have a deleteriou1 
ana , . • II 

t on any mtemationa y-
impac 
sponsored programm~ for economic 
recovery and stabilisation. 

Given conditions of greater free
dom for enterprise, the measures 

d under the Memorandum nf 
U~~~~::anding might conceivably hlNa 
had a slight chance of succeeding 
(although we doubt it). 

But the Rawlings regime has em
barked upon a Moscow/Libya directed 
programme of rigid social radicalis• 
ation. Workers are being encouraged 
to sieze their factories, foreign invest
ment is frowned upon, managements 
have been placed under the direct 
control of so-called 'Workers' Defence 
Committees', modelled along Leninist 
lines, and enterprises are forbidden to 
lay off workers even if they have no 
raw materials for production. 

Nor is it possible to imagine how 
government expenditure can possibly 
be contained, 'at a time when the state 
institutions are expanding, rather than 
contracting as would be appropriate in 
the prevailing conditions of economic 
depression. 

An inordinate amount of time is 
now routinely spent by workers at all 
levels in political meetings - 'People's 
Defence Committees', Worken' 
Defence Committees', the National 
Defence Committee and its satellite 
organisations, and now the so-called 
People's Militia - which in the 
tradition of the Soviet empi;e is to be 
armed to 'defend the revolutio~'. 

Conclusion: In short, society and 
:e ec_onomy are in chaos. The existing 

YPennflation is out of control and 
the f • en. orced devaluation - the 
~teepest ever inflkted upon a develop• 

~~~li;;untry (or1• for that matter; 
h' anywhere else in modern 

'story) - will simply ~ake matte 
worse. 

IM;v:f~i ~e most cynically optimis 

g·,v ctal must surely be aware th 
en Prev T cover a, rng conditions, their N 

y Programme is a non-starter. 



f \tVH AT THE PAPE RS SAY 

C ODE OF ANARCHV 
The somnolent Code of Conduct Bureau, amazingly, 

appears to ~ave managed _a second wind. It wants political 
appointees m the out-gomg governments to declare their 
assets or else ........ Or else nothing. 

The political appointees in question are in the autumn of 
the life span of their appointments. In only a matter of two
days, they wil l be out of their jobs but many, no doubt, 
will not be over anxious about where the next meal will 
come from even in these days of grumbling, and in many 
cases, loudly protesting stomachs. 

The Code of Conduct Bureau is, of course, a chip off the ; 
Nigerian block of administrative asphyxia and inertia. 
Nigeria is a count ry without a code of anything, not least 
that of conduct. 

A Code is variously defined as "a collection of laws 
arranged in a system" and "a system of rules and principles 
that has been accepted by society." 

But which law has ever been respected by the rich and 
powerful in Nigeria? The constitution forbids Nigerians to 
operate foreign bank accounts but is it not common 
knowledge that many public figures who should lead by 
impeccable behaviour, operate these account in many 
European and American banks? 

Does even the village idiot not know that many political 
appointees who did not live better than local government 
clerks in 1978 are now owners of jets and that they employ 
expensive foreign aviation personnel? 

Elections are su pposed to be conducted along certain 
guidelines or code but did the 1983 general elections 
satisfy even the m'ost primitive of universally recognised 
electoral rules? 

The sad truth about Nigeria is that the country is in a 
perpetual state of controlled anarchy. _ Those who are 
charged, or change themselves with the responsib!lity ~f 
overseeing the affair of Nigerians, are the country s Jobs 
comforters. 

The President has rightly identified moral decadence 
as the "root cause" of the country's problems but it will 
take much more than misdirected homilies to re-orientate 
the country. The President, like all Nigerians, must know 
those who have brutalized this country's psyche. 

Daily Sketch -Nigeria 

LAWLESS LAWMAKERS 
. No instituti on can be purer than the society from which 
•t emerges. Hence the rationale for the aberrations that have 
Pervaded our public establishments. 

lnsta d b of office are mani-
f nces of curruption an a use 
estar •ons of our decaying society. 

I
, Based on these realities it will be utopian to expect our 
aw ' makers to be all Saints and Angels. 

But, at least by their very role, lawmakers, are expected 
to be the custodians of all that is noble in society. 

They are to guard and guide societal norms, and formul 
ate laws essential for an organised society. They as the 
conscience of the people are expected to rise above the 
level of the ordinary. 

But one needs a big mask to cover the face at the shame
less acts of some of our lawmakers. 

Some small men in this highly respected institution have 
reduced the exalted position they are occupying to their 
mean level. 

A mere glance at the activities of these men both in their 
public and private lives will reveal a catalogue of unprint
able atrocities unbecoming of even ordinary citizens not to 
talk of highly respected lawmakers. 

All the evils afflictin'g our public establishments are 
repl icated in the National Assembly. 

Barely one year after their inauguration, many members 
are reported to have been drawing salaries for ghost 
workers. 

A typical example is a Senator said to have caused a 
voucher to be made in the name of his wife, the ghost 
confidential secretary and his brother, the ghost legislative 
aide. 

Another group of lawmakers sent to investigate allega
tions that the SGS company had been playing a fast game 
on the country was on its own caught up by one of the 
kick-back scandals in the history of the country. 

It is shocking enough that the exalted Senate has during 
the same period recorded a case of a member convicted for 
a criminal offence. 

A worrisome manifestation of this public eye-sore is the 
manner with which members of the Assembly have handled 
cases of impropriety among members. 

After raising public expectations about the SGS scandal, 
the accused members were cleared in circumstances that 
spoke loudly of our decadence. 

The same applies to the Wash Pam panel set up to probe 
the criminal payment of salaries to non-existent legislative 
aides. Nothing has come of it since it was set up in 1981. 

It is part of the injustices in our 'society that the police 
have watched unconcerned why these crimes go on un
abated under their nose. 

Unless we can punish the powerful affluent for their 
atrocities, we shall have no moral justification whatsoever 
to sanction the poor even for a crime as grievous as armed 
robbery. 

Punch -Nigeria 



:YPOCRISY BEHIND ETHICAL REVOLUTION 
to act as a deterrent. Such c 

~ h•d of state has at one time 
Jpublicly his intention to fight 

• of moral decadence. It is a 
el'JII public addresses to the nation. 

pt of next month, hear President 
c;orruption and restate his admin

i to combating the evil practice. 
d his crusade against improbity and 

, "'• ethical revolution'. Unfortunately 
not gone far beyond its naming 

'6:• pn,sident set up an ethical re-orientation 
usk was to make recommendations on how 
oral malaise can be cured. About one year 

ident has now set up a task force to look into 
andations contained in the report of the ethical 

tion committee. 
a, may have to wait for sometime for the result to sur
. We hope that by the time an action force gets into 

p.•, the nation shall not have reached a stage of moral 

l.nkruptcy. 

The Shagari administration has to create an impression 
of a deep desire to usher in an ethical revolution. That im-
pression is not yet there. 

Revolutions are not'carried out in committee rooms, but 
by facing the ugly reality and taking swift action to root 
&ut the disease and its carriers. By diddle-dawdlingwith 
committees the President gives the impression that he is 
either incapable of confronting or unwilling to confront 
the issue. • ' 

THE HYPOCRISY BEHIND ETHICAL REVOLUTION 

The Federal Government does not need an ethical re
orientatiq'lcommittee, or a task force, to tell it how to 
combat corruption. There are laws already in existence 
which deal with different forms of moral turpitude. 

The government only needs to ensure that these I 
. I d. I . aws are imp emente m re at1on to all sections of the s • 

P 
. h f . f oc1ety. 

ums ment or crimes o corruption can be made stiffer, 

if need be, so as h Id . · flation of contracts s ou not be 
practices as tn k th 
difficult to deal with. The governme~t d nows e pe_ 
who give out government contrac~, 1t oes not require 

d tJ
. gency It should establish system of check· 

ectec ve a • 1• • thl 1 "th' 
the award of contracts and dea mg r~ ~s Y ~• th 
involved in the nefarious practice of contract loadmg. 

Without doubt the most serious incidents of corrupti 
are those perpetrated by members of the u~per echelon 0 

the society. These crimes can only be committed by peopl 
in decision-making situations, people whose job description 

includes the award of contracts. 
Whatever happend to the Code of Conduct Bureau? The 

last we heard of it was its published list of government 
functionaries who have refused to declare their assets. The 
list read like Nigeria's who is who. President Shagari surely 
does not need an ethical revolution committee to guess why 
top government officials are reluctant to declare their 
assets. The truth is that those who do not wish to declll'e 
their assets have something to hide. 

There is a great deal of hypocrisy about governmen 
attitude to corruption. Often we hear a sermon from th 
mount on the evils of the practice, yet when cases o 
embezzlement, inflated contracts and other ac1J of 
ec~nomic sabotage are publicly revealed, nothing is dooe to 
brmg the culprits to book. 

S~me new~papers, including the Concord, have 
published stones of financial deals and impropriety in 
govbel rnment, and if those concerned care to reply at all it is 
a and unc • • 
1 

' onvmcmg statement of denial in which they 
eave the subs~nce of th h of the motive b h" d e c arges and chase the shadow 

· s e m such· publications. 

Any meaninful clea _ f • start from th t n up O the society must be seen to 
contracts ande dop. As soon as the big man who jacks up 

umps the e • abroad or in fictif xcess m coded bank accounU 
policemc.n·' who iou

1
s
1
names in Nigeria sits erect, the traffic: 

· • co ects ffty motorists will also ta d I kobo illegal 'toll' from 
s n erect. 

At that point a 
now the campaign . tr_ue ethical revolution has 

is simply hypocritical. 

-National Concord 

MOBUTU'$ B IT~~~-~;;;;Eo~,c~,N~E;--------~N~i~g:e~r~ia~ 
President Mobutu Sese Seko of z . h "I 

th
ink the time h;;--------------

democracy, freedom and human . a~e . as warned that ?n the revoluti ona • ~ome to call on the patriotism a 
should not serve as excuses for a rig ts in the country into consideration ry discipline of all MPR militants tak 
and irresponsibility in the state. nyone to establish anarchy Y~ar and of the our_ P_e~formance in the first half of 

He said that as the constitutio I ":'Ith IMF' whichp~ss1bil1ty of signing another agreertl 
unity of the country he will na guarantor of peace and financial measures b a~ led to a series of economic 
agitation that will arise' ·,n za· put an end to any kind of executive emg adopted d d b" ire at all costs council me t· an announce , 

President Mobutu was add . . He ackn I e ing early in September." 
th M ressing the cl · are ow edged th e ouvement Populaire de 1 R osing meeting f f t~ugh , although • ~t the terms of the IMF agree 
Committee's seventh ord· a evolution (MPR) C 

O 
or 15 m h , It 1s tru h I inary session in z . entral ,, ont s e t at the programme s 

. a1re. In the 
bitte b meantime I r Ut there is acknowledge 

a l..tA~n ...... _....:. 



TALKING DRUMS 
AVAILABLE IS 

IN THE LONDON AREA: 

NORT H 
--:---._·:,•· LONDON: 
HEAD START BOOKSHOP 

• HEAD GREEN ROAD 
LONDON N17 

CHARLIE'S 
56/58 ESMOND ROAD, 
LONDON NW6 

WEST END 

REGENCY NEWS 
104 EVERSHOL T STREET 
OPPOSITE EUSTON STATION 
LONDON NW1 

PICCADILLY TUBE STATION 

BRIX TON 

R O B I N S O N_ B R O T H E R S 

AFRI CAN FOODSHOPS 

K K STATIONERS 

187EDGEWARE ROAD•W2 
C O L D H A R B O U R LANE 

BALHAM 

NEWS STAND AT BALHAM 
TUBE STATION 

BATTERS EA 
RAD FORDS SALCEN ROAD 

HARDING NEWS AGENT 

BATTERSEA HIGH STREET 

SOUTHWEST LONDON 

BEDFORD STORES 
16 BEDFORD HILL 
LONDON SW12 

SHEPHERDS B U S H ~ MARKET -· • 
PAK CONTINENTAL 

HARDING NEWS AGENT 



D oECLARES
PERFORMANCE AN 

PASSED THE 
dence anniversary of Nigeria also marked the 

re,ldent Shehu Shagari for a second four-year term. 
If/Ire excerpts of a speech the President made to mark 

lour years our 
democratic pro

quallfied success. 
yed peace in her 
of self-sufficiency 

-• especially in food 
thit end, we have 

a green revolution prog-
1 know that we are on 

to achieve our 
We are providing houses for 

people. Our efforts to develop the 
w federal capital have progressed 

iw\eadily. In the education sector, we 
have pursued the policy of qualitative 
functional education. We have there
fore increased the number of federal 
universities from 13 to 21, the latest 
being the National Open University. 

To provide a sound basis for our 
technical development, we have 
created seven u nil(ersities of tech
nology. We have completed one steel 
plant, three rolling mills and at the 
Ajaokuta complex, whose first phase 
has already been commissioned, work 
is coritinuing on the remaining phases. 
We have been able to record these 
achievements, despite the agonizing 
and harsh economic circumstances 
during our first term of office as a 
result of a severe global economic 
recession, was due to your co
operation and understanding. 

We have just emerged fr'om prot
racted general elections which have 
put to the test both our new democ
ratic institutions and our will as a 
nation to support them in circumst
ances of severe economic condition. 

We have passed the test and our 
electorate has come of age in the sense 
that it has l~id to rest many of the 
fals~. assumptions about the nature of 
poht1cal loyalties in this cou t 

h" h • n ry w 1c 1s supposed to militate against 
the emergency of a national conse . 1. . 1 1

. nsus 
an our pc, 1t1ca 1fe. , 

I must congratulate the electorate 
for exercising its constitutional oblig
ation in a mature manner. I wish also 
to place on record my gratitude and 
that of the entire nation to t~e Federal 
Electoral Commission, the law en
forcement agencies, and the judiciary 
for a job well done. These institutions 
have, in spite of the many difficulties 
they faced in the performance of their 
duties, doneeyerything in their power 
to ensure the success of our new 
democratic experiment. 

PROSPECTS 
Although there are brighter pros-

' pects in th'e economic sphere, the 
situation is still far from normal. The 
world is still in the throes of the most 
severe economic recession since the 
second world war. The Nigerian 
economy could not be immune to this 
very adverse effect • of this global 
economic recession. Indeed, our oil 
export earnings, which reached a peak 
of 22,400 million dollars in 1980, 
declined to an estimated 9,600 million 
in 1983. Moreover, the exportable 
surplus of · oil production is being 
gradual~y reduced by the growing 
domestic consumption of refined 
P~troleum products. With the fall in 
o1! revenues, the country is now faced 
with a growing shortage of foreign 
exchange .. _At the same time, our 
manufacturing sector wh·1ch . . . , 1s un-
happily import orientated, continu 
to weaken. es 

In the, light of this unfortunate 
economic situation, we intend t • ore-
appraise and reorder our P . . . 
Th F nont1es 

e ederal Government's • 
expenditure will therefore b an~ual 
al' d e ration
. ize to .reflect the reordering of th 
invest~ent priorities with emph . e 
consolidating v·iabl . as1s on . e ongoing p • 
in agriculture and . d roiects 

. . in ustry and th 
Prov1s1on of infrastructural facilities. e 

Government 
private sector will encourage th 

to · e establish service 

TEST" 
. d . s To revive and stabilize the m ustne • . . . 

Y On a long-term basis, 1t 1s 
econom 
imperative that the country now 
begins the structural rearrangement 

process required for renewed 

economic buoyancy. 

1 wish to appeal to all the governors 
in the 19 states to ensure proper 
discipline and prudence in their 
general management of public funds. 
This is because no matter how well we 
establish planning discipline on the 
federal level. imprudent and un
coordinated budgeting at the state 
level will have an almost equally 
negative effect on the national 
economy. 

In light of the present economic 
situation, I have also decided to re
structure and rationalize the machinery 
of government to facilitate improved 
performance. To reduce cost and make 
for greater efficiency through better 
coordination, the number of Federal 
Ministries and departments will be 
reduced. Henceforth, renewed 
emphasis will be placed on a prudent 
management of men and material. 

I wish therefore to siress that under 
, the new dispensation, all Government 
fu nc~i on aries, especia fly Ministers, 
spe_c,_al advisers, and top Government 
off1c1als, will be expected to demonst
rate not only competence resource-
ful ' ness, and dedication, but also an 
~xemplary standard of probity arid 
integrity In the • • . • spirit of the ongoing 
ethical revolution, proven cases of 
abuse of off . ice and corrupti.on will 
attract Im mediate sanction. 

PUNISHMENT 
Indiscipline d · . . . . . an tneff1c1ency wrll 

s1fm1larly be punished while a system 
0 rewardin ' 
will b 9 competence and efficienc, 
d e evolved. In answer to tht 

emands of th . 
and t e times, only competent 
and ~~~t;orth Y ~en and women able 
h 1 9 to deliver will be put at the 
em of affairs . 

In additi • 
number of on ~0

. th~ reduction in the 
appoint Ministries and political 
h ees, 1. am convinced that we 



BUT DISCIPLINE TOP MEN 
"A clean-up of the society must be 
n to start from the top. As soon as 

see h • k 
the big man w o Jae s up contracts 

d dumps the excess in coded bank 
::counts abroad or in fictitious names 
in Nigeria sits erect, ~e traffic police
man who collects fifty Kobo illegal 
'toll' from motorists will also stand 
erect". 

"Unless we can punish the powerful 
affluent for their atrocities, we shall 
have no moral justification whatsoever 
to s~nction the poor even for a crime 
as grievous as armed robbery". 

For a President whose first term of 
office enjoyed the success of the ex
periment with the democratic process, 
and has provided peace, houses for the 
people, developed a new federal 
capital and pursued a policy of qualit• 
ative functi onal educati on leading to 
an increase in the number of federal 
universities from 13- 2J President 
Shagari has sufficient cause to proc
laim, 'we have passed the test'. 

All those who contributed to 
Nigeria's success in the test during 
the past four years were congratulated 
by the President in a speech on 
October 1st to mark his inauguration 
for a second four-year term and also 
me 23rd independence anniversary 
of 'the country from British colonial 
rule. 

For the electorate, President 
Shagari commended their coming of 
age and for exercising their cons-

of the type of civil service which we 
require under the preside ntial system 
of government which we now operate. 
Our civil service which is a product 
of h ' . t e Parliamentary era, has adapted 
itself reasonably well to the demands 
of th f . I' e new system. I would there ore 
~ke to comm end the civil service for 

90
~ support it has given to the out
ing ad .. co m1n1strati on. I trust I can 
Unt on • . 

my its conti nued support during 
H:cond term of office. 

izar Wever, like any other organ· 
10n the • • rt· t It h ' c1v1l service is not pe ec • 

re. as therefore become necessary to exa • 
orga _rnine it in terms of texture and 

n12atio • . efli . n 1n order to make 1t more c1ent . 
rnents and responsive to the require· 

of the new presidential system. 

titutional obligati·on ,·n a mature 
manner. The civil servants were 
equally commended for their support 
for the administration. 

Of Particular interest were the 
con_g~a!ulaions heaped on the 
politicians, espe~ially those who lost 
the elections, the President Shagari 
advised them not to be dampened by 
defeat but co-operate and give the best 
of their services to the fatherland. 

The President's delight over the 
state of affairs in his country and 
optimism for brighter things to come 
could not be dampened by the latest 
Wortd Bank Report4'(..ihich singles out 
the Congo and Cameroon as the 
only two West African countries to 
have had their average per capita in
come increased. 

Indeed the World Bank cited the 
mess in the Nigerian economy, the 
largest in sub-saharan Africa to 
indicate the gravity of the economic 
crisis in the area. 

But all this may be due to the fact 
that President Shagari is aware of the 
gloomy state of his country's economy 
and is taking measures to remedy it. 
He acknowledged that the country's 
oil export earnings, which reached a 
peak of 22,400 million dollars in 
1980 declined to an estimated 9,600 
million in 1983. 

Moreover, the exportable surplus of 
oil production is being gradually re
duced by the growing domestic con
sumption of refined petroleum 

I wish to extend my hearty congra
tulations to all those who have been 
elected into the various elective offices 
in our Constitution. I offer them my 
hand and fellowship. I ask them to 
join me in this task ~f making Nigeria 
great. To their other opponents as 
well as mine, I congratulate them on 
putting up a good fight. I ask them not 
to allow their spirit to be dampened 
by d.efeat but to co-op~rate ~ith us 
and give the best of the1 r services to 
our fatherland. 

1 wish to appeal to all Nigerians to 
go about their legitimate business 
peacefully. I must warn, however, that 
lawlessness will not be condoned. 

By Ben Mensah 

products. With the fall in oil revenues, 
the country is now faced wth a grow
ing shortage of foreign exchange. At 
the same time, the manufacturing 
sector, which is unhappily import
orientated, continues to weaken, t-e 
noted. 

Measures to be taken to improve 
the situation include government 
agencies taking a lead in waste re
duction and unprofitable government 
ventures being scrapped. 

What the President fails to tackle 
realistically in his speech is how he 
intends to deal with the picture 
portrayed at the beginning of this 
piece and which was the basis of 

,editorial comments in several Nigerian 
papers on the eve of his second 
inauguration. 

No doubt, President Shagari stated 
that • he expects his top government 
officials to demonstrate not only 
competence, resourcefulness ar:id 
dedication but also an exemplary 
standard of probity and integrity. 

He pledged that in the spirit of the 
ongoing ethical revolution, proven 
cases of abuse of office and corruption 
will attract immediate sanction but as 
can be seen from the unanimous stand 
of the country's editorial writers 

• which are published elsewhere in this 
magazine, the President's handling 
of the moral decadence among the 
top echelon of the society, particularly, 
Senators and other law makers has not 
been appreciative. 

President Shagari therefore needs to 
be reminded that his pledge to all 
Nigerians to uphold the nation's 
constitution does not only entail en• 
suring abundance of food, peace, 
houses and schools for the people. As 
the police and military play tlieir role 
of ensuring peace, farmers produce 
enough food and civil servants 
successfully oil the bureaucracy, the 
politicians must also play their role 
by leading exemplary lives. 

President S
0

hagari must therefore 
ensure that the 'we' he used in his 'we 
have passed the test' includes the top 
politicians who must be held strictly 
accountable for their misdeeds. Only 
by doing this will the President again 
be ensuring•the stability, peace and 
prosperity of his country for the next 
four years of his leadership. 



lnator of 
tribunal has 
lttee of the 

committee to 
CQUtd vindicate 

• those who left 
AFAC decisions, 

«.lied to appear 
Courts but failed 

\hose convicted in 
group are the 

prison and also self 

ceme to a standstill at the 
of Health when an ASAFO 
from Ahyiresu Yeboakrom 

Adonten division of Akuapem 
tional area stormed in to take 

ay the principal secretary, Mr. W .K. 
jan. 

The principal secretary was carried 
out shoulder high by a member of the 
ASAFO group while others sprayed his 
body with powder and stuck herbs in 
his mouth. 

At the throbs of drums and the 
beating of gong-gong, workers rushed 
out· of their offices to watch the 
merry-making group take away the 
new chief. 

A spokesman for the group said 
that Mr. Djan has been selected to be
come Aburi \AJerenpehene of the 
Adontenhene of Akuapem. 

ASANTE MAMPONG 

More than 600 Ghanaians attended 
the inauguration of the Asante 
Mampong State Citizens Association at 
St. Olive Church Hall, Manor House 
in London. The guest of honour was 
the Mayor of London Borough of 
Haringey; Counsellor, Iris Woodter. 

Nearly £2000 was raised following 
appeal for fu~ds launched by Mr. Mark 
/11,rJAJ ~yamf1, ~anging Director of 
1'oshv1ew Shipping Forward" 
,Gompanv Limited. mg 

WEIGHT OF BREAD 

Bakers in Ashanti region found 
baking under-weight bread will have 
their ovens demolished,.their names re
moved from tlie bakers' list. 

Mr. F.A. Jantuah, Ashanti regional 
secretary, announcing these new 
measures at a meeting with bakers said 
a pound weight of bread, could how
ever, continue to sell at 20 cedis 
throughout the region. 

A pound weight of t;>reac;I in the 
south sells for 14 cedis He.assured the 
bakers of adequate supply of flour up 
to March next year, and urged them to 
form defence committees to check 
abuses in the system. 

-such committees should not 
be seen to serve as protective 

walls for your illicit deals~he pointed 
out. 

Mr. Jantuah also asked dough-nut 
and pastry makers to increase sizes of 
their products or have their flour 
allocations cancelled. 

"It does not matter if you buy your 
flour from a middleman or from the 
neighbouring countries. The approved 
prices must obtain, and we will see 
to it that the law ensures this" he 
added. , 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS 

The Ghana National Association of 
private schools (GNAPS) has appealed 
to th~ ~in!stry of Education to stop 
t~e d1sc~1m1natory practice of allowing 
higher intake of pupils with lower 
marks from public schools into 
secondary schools. 

Mr. P.A. Dowetin, National Chair
man of ~e association who made the 
appeal said the practice had led most 
parents whose children are in private 
schools to register them with . publ' 
schools in order to gain admission in~~ 
secondary schools with I ower marks. 

Mr Dow f • d I • e in.said the recent national 

K
e egat:s congress of the association in 
umas1 took f • ar-reachmg d • • 

which have b . ec1s1ons 
private school:an_ng on the role of 
development. m the educational 

He said the assoc· • 
with d' iation had learnt 

ismay that th 
education was still e ministry of 

implementing its 

• decision of dividing Ghanaian 
previous 
children into two. 

RAWLINGS VISITS UPPER 
VOLTA 

Flight-Lieutenant Jerry John 
Rawlings, Ghana's Head of State and 
Chair~an of the ruling Provisional 
National Defence Council has paid a 
friendly visit to Upper Volta, at the 
invitation of Captain Sankara, President 
of the National Revolutionary Council 

(CRN}. 

He was accompanied by Captain 
Kojo Tsikata, Special Adviser to the 
PNDC, Mr. Kofi Djin, Secretary for the 
Interior, Dr. Obed Asamoah, Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Martin 
Hamidu, Deputy Secretary of the 
Upper East, Col. J.M. Ewa., Chief of 
Staff, PNDC Office, Mr. D.O. Ocran, 
Charge d'Affaires of the Ghana 

Embassy· in Upper Volta and Mr. J.A. 
Ruby, Acting Director of the African 
Bureau of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

QUAINOO PROMOTED 

The PNDC Government in Ghana 
has promoted its Force Commander 
Brigadier Arnold Ouainoo to the rank 
of Major General. 

. Brigadier Ouainoo, a leading figure 
in the regime of Flt.-Lt. Rawlings; 
grac;luated from the Indian Military 
Academy in Dehra Dun iri 1962. He 
~erve~ in the UN Peace keeping Force 
m Zaire, unti I 1963. 

MYTH OF ARMS 

~he Ghana army would be demo
cratised "to kill the myth around the 
arms they carry.,, 

According to D . 
Tutu Volta . r. Austin Asamoah-
stated th · . Regional Secretary who 
in traini~s I~ an address to 38 cadres 
Gh g in Ho also pledged that 

ana would ct· .. 
any c not 1scrim1nate against 
attem~~nt? but that any nation that 
would b o sabotage the economy 

e repulsed. 

He warned th 
imperialism h' e cadres to be wary of 
apogee th w ich he claimed is at its 

rough m 
especially in the on~tary capital, 

developing nations. 
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5ckou T ourc of L,u111t'.l ,md Ml,bu tu 
S,•ieSd..o of Zni, l'.w1•11! ,It tlw ~ummit. 

In an opcninu SJlt)ech , P1 ,•sic1cnt 
Mittcrand stressed tlw p11)s111v,nio11 of 
tt'lrito1ial intcg, iW ,md the 1' l'rc1sn of 
legitunate sovc1c19nt\ ,1s the ti, st and 
paramount p,incipte in solvinti disputes 
suth as the crises in Ch,1d, N,1mibia 
and the Western Sahar .l. 

The French Pt es1dent sought 
rJppo1t for his peace plan in Chod by 
reaffirming support for coloniut front
iers which is a comer stone of thil OAU 
Charte1. 

Mr. Mitterand annou nced to his 
audience that French aid to the 
developing countries had risen from 
0.3 per cent of gross national p roduct 
in 1981 to 0.5 per cent this year. 

He expressed the hope that France 
ll'ould reach the UN ta rget of 0. 7 
per cent of GNP next year. 

Last year's Franco-African summit 
\\'as hosted by Za1rean President 
Mobtno Sese Seko. 

CHAD - CAMEROON TI ES 

The 16th session of the Chad-Came· 
roon i • 
h 01 nt commission for co-operation 
ex.as ended in Yaounde wi th Chad 
... Pressing her gratitude to her neigh· 
'llUr fo h 
Ch d. r t e hospitality accorded 

a ian refugees in Cameroon 
A ioint • • the communique emphasising 

llari•1e
nd 

of deliberati ons sa id the two 
es h ·1 

Y.liich ai ed the cooperation ties 
~lwee~esu1t from the fra ternal I inks 
B,ya 01 

the two Heads of State, Paul 
~abre. Cameroon and Chad 's Hissene 

Chad 
1 treaty aoct Cameroon agreed to sign 
~ %i~f friendship, cooperation and 

A. 9hbou rhness. 
l'lleet1 

ng of experts is scheduled 

tor_ the (.;hadian capital Ndjamena to 
~evm:-V among othor things lists 
.ontmgents, and valutls of cxportnbl~ 
Pr oclucts fr ' 

h om onu country to the ot er. 

. Tho luadur of the Chodian dclcg
atron A1 · o· 1 . • 1 Jo borcl Diar. called for a 
111p1d examination of the cultural 
agreement by Cameroon to pave the 
way for the admission of Chadian 
studonts registered in the various 
faculties in Cameroon ian institutions. 

Mr Aminou Oumarou, leader of the 
ComorooniJn side said the nine points 
on the agenda emphasised the extent 
of tho coopcrntion possibilities open 
to Chad and Cameroon . 

LIBERIA TO BUY ISRAELI 
PLANES 

A purchase agreement has been 
signed between the government of 
Liberia and the Israeli Aircraft 
Industries following two days of inten
sive negotiations in Monrovia. 

The signing of the agreement brings 
into fruition the air services stipulation 
contained in a joint communique 
signed in Jerusalem between Head of 
State Samuel Doe and the . Israeli 
Prime Minister during his visit to that 
state in August. 

According to the .sates purchase 
agreement the Israeli Aircraft fndu.stri:s 
will supply the Republic of L1bena 
with four aircraft at the total cost of 
10,000,000 dollars. 

Three of the aircraft, acco~d!ng to. a 

I e from the Foreign Ministry in 
re eas . L'b . 
M ·a will be used by Air I ena onrov1 , . 

1 
b .1. d 

h ·1 the remaining one w1l e ut1 ize 
w 1e 'b • 
by the armed forces of L1 ena. 

NIGERIA . 
FIGHT AGAINST APARTHEID 

. . ·11 continue to collaborate Nrgena Wt 

f 
. dty countries in order to 

'th nen • s h w1 . . • apartheid out 
d. t racism 1n 

era ,ea e 11 forms of colonialism 
Af ·ea and a 

rt • . • •nation in all parts 
and racial d1scnm1 

of Africa. H. h 
Nigerian DeputY . ig 

The_ . in the United Kingdom 
Comm1ss1oner. k said this while 

E G o,m a, 
Mr. • • up of women who . a gro 
addressing . orkshop on Africa 

dtn9 a w 
were atten College, Abingdon. 
at the Denman 

Mr. Dimka also emphasized NiaP.ria'~ 
fi rm belief in the objectives of the 
United Nations Organisation, the 
Commonwealth, the Organisation of 
African UnitY and the Economic 
Community of West African States . 

He said that Nigeria believed that 
the resolutions adopted by these 
ortan isations, especially the United 
Nations, should be respected in order 
to ensure world peace. 

TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 

The Federal Government is pre
pared to invest in viable tourism 
projects in co-operation with State 
Governments and other organisations 
that are willing to contribute to the 
development of tourism, the Minister 
of Commerce, Alhaji Bello Maitama 
Yussuf, has announced. 

Th is was contained in a message to 
mark the WorJd Tourism day. 

The Minister said that as part of 
the efforts of the Nigerian government 
to make tourism attractive, 44 games 
reserves and 17 major waterfalls, 
among other attractions, have been 
identified for development in the 
country. 

ART EXHIBITION 

President Shehu Shagari has given 
assurance that the Federal Govern
ment would continue to provide the 
necessary infrastructure and facilities 
for training of artists and promoting 
the arts. 

He gave the assurance while declar· 
ing open an art exhibition in Lagos as 
part of the activities marking this 
year's National day celebrations. 

The President said that his admin
instration would continue to sustain 
the artistic excellence for which Nok, 
ffe , Benin and lgbo-Ukwu bronzes 
and terra cottas were known. 

President Sha~ari also said that 
the government would continue to 
promote cultural exchanges at the 

• National and International levels to 
promote unity and to ensure progress 
and development through reciproc
ation of ideas and ideals. 

Items on display at the exhibition 
include wood carvings , metal works, 
fibre weaving and ceramics. 



AS FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
from self 

nious, out-of. 
streets of Accra 

~- He had been 
bout of depression 
~ to end it all. But 
IJ street so that he had 

that a hospital could 
much in his 

t a quick meal at a 
rant) to alleviate the 

of hunger gnawing at his 
the limit to his 

unfortunate circumst
at cry from what he used to 

years ago. If anybody had 
es Nkrabea, the chief cook 

• white Chief Engineer in the 
t1 Goldfields that a day would 
when he would have to beg for 

eel, he would have laughed in that 
ons face. But then, that's life. 

As he lay in the dirt with people 
standing over him he could clearly 
remember as if it was only yesterday, 
the day his boss gave him gift of a 
leather belt with a metal buckle which 
fastened with vice-like l~k. He forgot 
to ask how to unfasten it. As a cook 
he and his family could eat what the; 
liked and lived a lifestyle which was 
the envy of his friends. How could he 
ever forget the'first day when he put 
on the belt and had to end up in 
hospital in similar humiliating 
circumstances. 

After a heavy evening meal, the belt 
became so excrutiatingly tight that he 
collapsed. As other members of his 
household gathered around talking 
about first aid, he only managed to 
whisper pointing, "Belt . .. . belt 
loosen ...... the .... b.b .. b~i"t • ;,-
Those were the days of plenty. NoV.: 

"TALKING 

things have changed. He and 
14 million others face hunger every 
day. 

One thing Victoria Brittain got 
right in the article pub! ished in the 
New Socialist is the fact that in spite 
of this appalling economic situation 
Ghanaians are astonishingly full 
of mirth. Indeed, the Ghana1an's 

capacity · to absorb punishment and 
adversity and still walk the streets 
sporting ear-to-ear grin is amazing and 
unequalled anywhere in the world. 

Bob, my friend who recently 
returned from Ghana on holidays 
could not contain his surprise at what 
he saw. 

"The food situation is critical very 
critical," he lamented. ' 

"That's no news any more. Tell me 
did you bring any Rawlings necklace; 
(collar . ~one which shows due to 
malnutrition) along with you?" 

. "You kidding? I don't have that 
~1.nd of strength to wear one. Besides 
1t s so bloody expensive .. B b .d , o sa1 . 

"Wh at ~bout the much talked-
about Rawlings Accordion? (visible rib 
ca~e): Yo_u know Ghanaians love music 
an insp1te of everything the music 
must go on", I said. 

"Do you kn h . ow ow much th 
accordion costs nowi'h k at 

• e as ed and 1 
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answered in the negative "As much as 
it takes to keep one's health - which 

is priceless." 

"How much in your estimation?" I 

persisted. 

"About 20 Queens. (pound sterling) 
or 10 Reagan (dollars)" 

"What's that? Has the currency 
been changed?" 

"No, but with recent experiences 
about the cedi people now prefer to 
deal in foreign exchange on the black 
market. According to the market 
women, they have realissd that the 
Queen and Reagan are more reliable 
than the cedi," Bob said. 

"I can't blame them, though" 

"You should not expect that the 
Ghanaian's problem of joking with 
everything is getting out of hand," 
Bob said. 

ATTITUDE 

"How serious," I asked "I should 
think that's the best attitude under 
the circumstances." 

"Did you know that because of 
petrol shortage and endless queues at 
passenger stations, a gallon of petrol 
costs between <t.250 and <l400 . .. . ?" 

" You are telling me!" 

"Did you also know that the most 
popular and readily available transport 
now is articulated trucks?" 

,, 'Well, I'll be damned." I exclaimed 
How tne hell do people ride on that 

monstrous jack ass?" 

h "_It is a miracle how some survive 
t e_ Journeys at all after those horrible 
accidents It A • cost a fortune to go from 
• ccra t~ Kumasi. The aggro involved 
in getting on articulated-trucks is 
enough to mak 
child e pregnant women, 

ren, and old men and women 
curse. the day they . wsre born" Bob 
explained. • 

"Does th· f h is orm of transporation 
ave a name at all?" 

"Y • 
es_, it is called predictably - 'We 

no go sit do ,, p wn • eople sing the song 
set to music played on accordions.,, 

._...._.._ _ _____________________________ ___: ____ T~y~p~i~c~a~l,~v~e£rut~~~a._ ______ ___. 



Black St 
BY fbo ouansah are-Green Eagles Clash: 

WILL IT HEAL THE WOUND? 
h cat and mouse game which has 

T eterised football relationship bet-
ct,arac d N. • f h . Ghana an 1gena or t e first 
ween . 
half of the year, g1~es way to a more 

·t·ve confrontation on Saturday 
~~I ' 
October 15, when the Black Stars, 
undoubtedly the most glamorous side 
. African soccer, perform as guests 
~f the Green Eagles of Nigeria, in 

Lagos. 

It took the glamour o f a promised 
triP to Los Angeles on the wings of 
the Olympic Games, to end the game 
of hide and seek that has left the West 
African Football Union perplexed 
about what line of action to take to 
compel these giants of West African 
soccer to meet in the soccer arena_. 

It was very early in the year, in 
January to be precise, when the newly 
formed WAF U drew a fi xture that 
called for a Ghana-Nige ria confront· 
ation, as a prelude t o the d etermination 
of the absolute monarchs of West 
African soccer. 

The Ghana Football Association, 
then directed by Mr. Zac Bentum, 
Managing Director of BP (Ghana) 
limited, rushed the Black Stars to 
camp in preparation for the two leg 
matches, the fi rst of which was fixed 
for Accra. 

While the Black Stars were easing 
muscles for the ordeal the Nigerian 
Government ordered what it described 
; illegal aliens to leave the country. 
v
1
er 1.2 million Ghanaians were in· 

voved H . 
O\J • ow the expulsion was earned 

tnow belongs t o history . 

.., But suffice it to say that the 
""ere· ' 
shi ise affected the WAFU champion· 
of~.~~ the extent that u p till the time 

"fit' the t· ing, almost nine months after 
ixtures h natio were drawn, t e two 

Pla!l\J ns have avoided each other like a 
e. 

A.t first • 
!lie-br ' It was the GF A that raised 
a 0Ws ov d • n awkw :r the m atch. Place 1n 
~Vern 8rd situation the GFA sought 
lo hav;e~t approval and was alleged 
~ationa\ een told by the Provisional 
0n0ur h Defence Council not to 

lhat ,: e engagement on the pretext 
~ u1e 

arant government could not 
ee the safety of the Black Stars 

in the return match in Lagos. 

N· M~anwhile, there was no word from 
igena until the dust settled on the 

expulsion order. 

Whe~ all seemed set for the first leg 
match in Accra, the Nigerian Football 
Associat ion wrote to the Ghanaian 
fo~tball authorities demanding a 
Written guarantee that players, offi,;ials 
and supporters of the Green Eagles 
would be assured of a sa,fe stay in 
Ghana. 

The GF A treated the letter with 
contempt and Nigeria failed to assemble 
in Accra on two occasions. 

• ~ - •• 'I.; 

t: '· • ; ~ .! . 
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d manded to be given the 
. Ghan~at:n to advance to the next 

victory I ining that everything by 
stage exp a. was laid for the Green 
waY of host1~g ce the Eagles failed to 
Eagles and sin the Black Stars ought 
fly to Accra, . 

b declare· J winners. 
to e ·d nd d to buy the I ea a 

WAFU re.u:~ranged a meeting in 
consequ~ntlJ at resolving the impasse . 
Lorne a1n:1e d the West African foot· 
Nigeria, sl1ghte 

ball controllers by refusing to attend 
the meeting on two occasions. 

The G FA was represented at all the 
two meetings by its vice-chairman Dr. 
K.0. Quansah. 

At these mee~ings, the WAFU im
pressed upon Ghana to agree to play 
the Nigerians on another date because 
the essence of the competition was not 
so much the winning, explaining that 
the competition aims at fostering true 
friendship and fraternity among 
ECOWAS countries. 

Consequently, the WAF U refixed 
the first leg in Accra for July 17, with 
the second encounter scheduled for 
Lagos on July 31 and undertook to 
communicate the decision to Lagos. 

Back home in Accra, the GFA re· 
jected the settlement deal and accused 
the WAFU of favouring oil rich 
Nigeria which, according to informed 
sources, foot most of the bills of the 
union. 

As a sign, of disillusionment, the 
GFA failed· to prepare for the games 
on the pretext that the July 17 engage
ment coincided with WAFU's own 
club championship in wh11~h two 
Ghanaian clubs - defending cham
pions Sekondi Hasaacas and Accra 
Great Olympics were performing at 
home. 

As a compromise, the WAFU under
took to postpone the club engagements 
but Ghana went ahead with the clubs 
programme without provision for the 
match with Nigeria. In any case 
Nigeria also failed to turn-up. 

Up till the time of writing this 
article, the impasse had not been re
solved. The only consolation is that 
next Saturday's Olympic Games 
engagement may create the right 
atmosphere for the two nations to 
iron out their differences. 

Superficially, at least, the factors 
recounted above constituted the main 
obstacle in the wriy of the two-leg 
tuurnamimt. 

Behind th~ cu~tain, however, there 
are more pressing reasons leading to 
the stalemate. On the side of Ghana, 
the main reason is that the soccer 
controlling body believe WAFU was· 
giving Nigeria p_referential treatment 
by insisting on a new elate when Lagos 
had openly slighted the Abidjan-based 
West African soccer controllers. 

It is the opinion of keymen at the 
GFA Secretariat that Nigeria's finan· 



UNION BANK· SET TO WIN 
Union Bank. of Nigeria are taking 

the green and white flag, representing 
23 years of self determination to the 
rostrums of the United States of 
America, where the club will stake a 
bold claim for the giant J.F. Kennedy 
Cup for supremacy in hockey. 

Union Bank, runners-up in two pre
vious engagements for the trophy, are 
confident of victory in the tournament 
which was expected to open in October 
8 to 12. 

Team Coach Andrew Osesiambe, a 
former Nigerian international, spoke 
for the club when he told newsmen 
after <1 hectic worl<-out in Lagos. "We 
will be first this time". 

He said his boys have been training 
twice dajly to tune their muscles for 
this international engagement in which 
they have to play about three matches 
a day. 

cial contribution is what is swaying the 
WAFU into giving the Green Eagles a 
treatment they do not deserve. 

The Ghanaians are of the view that 
as champions of the West and indeed 
the whole of Africa, the Black Stars 
ought to have been the group to 
receive favours, if any, and hence their 
uncompromising attitude. 

In Nigeria, the motives are entirely 
different. In almost all disciplines ·of 
sports, Nigeria has overpowered Ghana 
except football, the most glamorous 
sporting event in the world. 

Match after match, the Black Stars 
of Ghana had trampled on the Eagles 
with impunity and this has been a 
source of worry to almost every 
Nigerian. After the Green Eagles' dis
mal performance in the 13th African 
Cup of Nations tournament in Libya, 
last year, the Green Eagles were 
dissolved. 

The team was re-organised in 
January this year with the hope that 
the new group would overcome the 
's~ell'_ Ghana soccer had cast over 
Nigeria. 

. The squad then called N FA select 
side Played "t f" . 

' 1 s irst international 
engagement, incidentally, with Accra 
Great Olympics of Gh 
touring N· • ana, then 1gena. 

Union Bank were second to Royal 
Navy of Britain in 1981 and last year, 
they were runners-up to United States 
Eagles1 a side with most of the 
materials who will appear for the U.S. 
in the Olympic Games in Los Angele: 
next year. Union Bank lost on 
penalties in the grand finals. 

In preparation for the tournament, 
Union Bank recorded five smashing 
victories - two drc!WS and two defeats. 

They defeated the Nigerian Army 
2-1 in Lagos; beat the soldiers by the 
same margin in lbadan, whipped 
Nigeria Railways 3-0 at Oyo, and 
crushed Nigerian Air Force 3-0 and 
1-0 in two matches. 

Union Bank drew 1-1 with the 
national team and Niger State and 
lost 0-2 to the Armed Forces and 
0-1 to Ondo State in Akure. 

After 90 minutes of hot exchanges, 
the Nigerian national team failed to 
beat the Ghanaian club side whose 
leading players were prevented from' 
accompanying the team because of 
Black Stars camping. 

Nigerian fans were naturally dis
pleased with the performance of the 
Eagles in its reformative period. The 
murmurs became open agitation for 
change of direction when a second 
rate Black Stars, (without players of 
Kotoko then honouring African 
clubs championship match at home) 
beat the Green Eagles to I ift the giant 
Economic Commission of Africa, 
(ECA) championship in Addis Ababa, 
last May. • 

After the Addis Ababa disaster, 
Nigerian football authorities mapped 
out an unwritten strategy aimed at 
avoiding the 'Black Stars as much as 
possible until the players gained much 
confidence. 

While Nigerians were brooding over 
how to deal with the situation, top 
Ghanaian footballers playing pro
fessional in foreign countries were 
back on holiday~. 

By WAF U statutes, they qualify to 
participate in the West African Cham
pionship. Indications were that Ghana 
would marshal! all forces including 

.KOTOl(O 
Champion club of Ghana, Fabul 

Asante Kotoko are th~o_ugh !~ _thtii 
semi-finals of the prest1g1ous_ . ncag 

Clubs championship. They eliminated 
A.S. Bilima of Zaire 3-2 on aggregate, 
in the quarter-finals. K~tok~, runners• 
up in last year's champ1onsh1p ~oasted 
to a 3 _ 0 victory at the Kumas1 Sports 
Stadium on September 11 and lost the 
return leg in Kinshasa 0-2. 

Defending champions, El Ahly 
(National) of Egypt are also th~ough 
to the semi-finals. They whipped 
Canon club of Cameroons 5-1 on 
aggregate winning 5-0 m Cairo and 
losing 0-1 in Yaounde. 

In the cup winners competition, 
Agaza of Togo and Horoy.a of Guinea 
are through to the semi-finals. Agaza 
defeated A.S. Vita of Zaire 4-3 on 
penalties after a 2-2 aggregate draw. 
Horoya lost the second leg match 0-1 
to Green Buffaloes of Zambia in 
Lusaka but a 2-0 victory in the first 
leg match in Guinea saw them through. 

calling these players on duty in •any 
match with Nigeria. 

Nigeria replied with a simple 
strategy. And that was to delay the 
WAFU engagement until the Ghanaian 
professional players returned to their 
bases, while giving members of the 
Green Eagles enough time to gain 
confidence. 

That confidence is over-flowing 
following the Eagles brilliant victories 
over Togo and Morocco in Olympic 
and African Cup of Nations 
preliminaries. 

Next Saturday's Olympic Games 
preliminary, strategically, is good for 
Nigeria. Since it is Olympic Games 
engagement in which professionals are 
barred, Nigerian authorities believe 
the Eagles will face the Black Stars 
squarely and open the way for the 
re-scheduling of the often postponed 
WAFU engagement which is likely to 
be honoured when Ghanaian profession
als are off the West African scene. 

Whatever be the case, the October 
15 encounter in Lagos opens a new 
c_hapter in Ghana-Nigeria soccer 
rivalry. It is the outcome of the match 
that will either heal the Nigerian 
soccer wound or deepeerr the scar. 
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