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Of anthems, flags, currencies 
and nationhood 

ONE OF THE comic reliefs during the last electioneering 
campaign in Ghana in 1979 was the presidential aspirant 
and his campaign to bring back the pound sterling to 
Ghana. 

The candidate who was offering himself to the 
Ghanaian electorate to be voted in as president for the 
republic based his entire claim on the proposition that 
the root of Ghana's problems could be traced to the day 
the 'pound' ceased to be legal tender in the country. 

"I will bring back the pound" the gentlemen promised 
and in his television advertisements, he reminded 
Ghanaians of those days long gone when one could walk 
into any Post Office and place an order for anything 
anywhere in the world. 

Many people smiled and those who were sophisticat
ed in the ways of the world gave an indulgent chuckle 
and went about their ways. 

The gentleman of course could have said that he 
intended to make the cedi (which is the currency of the 
country) into a convertible currency but he knew that 
even if that were possible by some magical manipula
tion. the people of Ghana would find it impossible to 
believe. 

He knew that he could touch a very responsive cord in 
the people by taking their minds back to the days before 
independence without actually saying so. 

It is an unmentionable fact that for the majority of the 
people in the West African region. independence from 
the colonial masters has meant worse living conditions 
than they endured when their countries were colonies. 
Unfortunately, this particular emperor is likely to walk 
along in his new clothes forever because the innocent 
children who might point out his nakedness have only 
the word of their elders to state what life was like and no 
brave person who knows will dare say that indepen
~ence ~as meant disaster for our people. Such a person 
1mmed~ately becomes a neo-colonialist and being the 
worst insult that can be thrown at any true nationalist 
the smear is not likely to be wiped off for generations t~ 
corn~ and therefo_re everybody nods wisely still to the 
refra1~ . that Africa's problems lie in imperialism. 
colomahsm and neo-colonialism 

But then "Yhat has 'nationhood' meant to countries in 
the sub-region? The white governor with his fu 
helmet was sent packing. a new flag. a black perso~~~ 
Go~ernment House, a national anthem of our own 
national airline (which never runs on time and k a 
losses every day) a national h' . . _ma es 
national currency (most of the f s tppmg hne (ditto} a 
it is printed on) and ra id rme ~ot worth the paper 
happened to have been ~ddtromotron . f~r those who 
big day. Of course it also e range off1c1~ls before the 
with its one million or so po~~fa~~ th~t dEqurtorial Guinea 
the United Nations and oth ron a an equal vote at 
citizens felt as proud as a er world bodies and we all 
M• • ny peacock s • misters and presidents d • k' eemg our Prime 
world leaders we used "~0 '"~ ~:a'!lpagne with other 

0 an such awe. A 

tremendous filip to our self-esteems. 
Major development programmes were launched and 

often flopped as rapidly as they were dreamt up. We built 
roads, we imported cars at a rate that choked our towns 
- all became cities and even more important, we 
suddenly acquired more captains, majors. colonels, 
brigadiers, generals etc than we coul~ count. No self
respecting African nation could do w~thout a properly 
'well-equipped and well trained standing a~my eve~ if 
nobody clearly explained who our potential enemies 
were that we needed to be defended against. 

Little decisions affecting the life of the villages which 
used to be taken by the inhabitants themselves had to be 
taken now in the capital. The structure of local 
government that existed - crude maybe and unsophis
ticated possibly but still existed and without which no 
democracy can ever exist. was rapidly dismantled. This 
centralisation of power is even more rapid when the 
military are in power as they have been for the greater 
number of years since independence, for soldiers can 
only survive on unchallenged authority. 

As General Buhari kindly explained to a reporte 
recently. "in the military ' we ' is mutinous" .. . and on 
might add trying to gather ideas from the people 
treasonable - power comes from commanding office 
and they are meant to be obeyed without question. 

One of the saddest actions taken by the milita 
authorities in Nigeria now is the cutting down on 
number of local councils, which as said to be neces 
as cost-cutting measures and have been hailed as su 
Th~s again the country's rural dwellers. the bulk of 
nation that bear the brunt of every lunatic decision tak 
at the ?entre cannot even have any control over the s 
of hygiene in their villages and hamlets. 

In _the meantime, the hard work they do on the f 
battling the elements yeilds even less and less pro 
beca~se the 'independency currency' buys less and 

Is rt any wonder he tells his children that what 
they do they should not stay in the village with him 
to the town 1·oin th • ~ one da .. ' e army• you might become pre 

Y . and such exhortations have turned out 
worthwhile. 

It" • 
rsl time .t~ fa~e Jhe taboo subjects of African 

~hu;:e.:t~· it is difficult to deny the charge for e 
century r~~~n cannot rule themselves. A quarter 
unpleasant ~r w~ took charge of our own destin" 
a worse fat a~~ is that th~ majority of our people 

M e an before independence 
regi;~Y i~ople poinJ to countless individuals in 
acceptable 

0
st ex~el '" their chosen profusio 

of all this . a~. ~~ds, but how come that the 
workable f '" ivi ual brilliance has not 

ormular) 
The acceptance • f •1• to instilling d" . I' 0 !111 1tary rule as the only 

countries is •sc,~ '"~ '':1 public life of many 
far from pr·,ma·nt· a m,~s,on that we have not 

' Ive __ arum~ • 
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Restructuring Ghana's legal 
system 
PLEASE allow me to comment on an 
article by Mr Frank Kwaw Codjoe 
published in the 23rd January 1984, 
issue of this magazine. 

I certainly enjoyed reading the 
article, but the writer just looked at 
one side of the coin. One of the most 
memorable legal cases in recent 
Ghanaian history that he recalled was 
that of Ohene Djan versus the State. 
He could have compared some of the 
cases the PNDC tribunals have 
handled with those of old judicial 
system. 

Ohene Djan committed the crime 
under military regime but he was 
brought before the law court. He was 
jailed 15 years. What else did he want 
the court to do in the circumstances? 

Some months ago three prominent 
judges and a retired army officer were 
murdered and burnt. After investiga
tions, it came to light that Capt. Kojo 
Tsikata, Amartey Kwei, Amedeka, 
Akatapore, Senya and Dzandu were 
responsible for the whole operation. 
The Attorney-General set the report 
aside and said that there was not 
enough evidence against Capt. Kojo 
Tsikata but it was quite clear even to a 
layman that Tsikata is guilty and 
should have been prosecuted. But as 
we all know he is walking around; a 
free man. Akatapore didn't appear 
before any tribunal to be tried and 
Amedeka was fortunate to have run 
for his life. 

All these people are referred to as the 
bedrock of the revolution and 
therefore they cannot be eliminated. 
Amartey Kwei, Senya and Dzandu 
were held responsible for the killings. 
No law court will execute Senya be-• 
cause he was a soldier who obeyed the 
command of someone. If he had been 
ordered to kill, they should find out 
who gave the order. 

After finding them guilty, the 
tribunal failed to ask them WHY the 
killings. They could have known the 
people behind the case if this question 
had been asked. When Arthur, Yeboa 
and Opoku Mensah killed Kotoka, 
they were brought before the law court 
and after finding them guilty Opoku 
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Mensah was jailed 6 years because he 
. was ordered to do something against 
his will. Arthur and Yeboah faced the 
gun. 

In the same way that they found no 
'evidence' against Tsikata and 
Akatapore Ohene Djan's case could 
not have ~ome to light if he had a 
strong connection in the go~ernment,. 

In my point of view, the tribunal will 
be more corrupt if it is allowed to 
continue because it is only there to 
eliminate enemies of PNDC. 

Cosmos Odiawuo, 
Hamburg, West Germany. 

Sympathy for Rawlings? 
I DISAGREE in toto with Mr A. A. 
Boa ten's plea Talking Drums, 
19th/26th December 1983, that we 
should 'encourage and understand' 
Rawlings. How, in the name of Ghana, 
can one seriously argue like that living 
in Ghana? They are totally responsible 
for that as well as the national disaster 
that manifests itself in all spheres of 
life. 

Was it not because at a given point in 
time, Rawlings thought the Limann 
Administration was not doing well that 
he embarked on his expedition? 

By the same token, at this ~iven 
point in time, the overwhelmmgly 
unanimous verdict of Ghanaians who 
care about their motherland is that 
Rawlings, aided by the Tsikatas, the 
Ahwois, P. V. Obeng, Ato Austin and 
the rest, has destroyed Ghana. 

Or let me reduce this into a simple 
analogy. If you think one is in a 
situation of peril and you unsolicitedly 
bulldoze your way into 'saving' that 
person and through (your) acts of 
omission and commission, you further 
exarcebate the situation, you will be 
fully held responsible for all the 
foreseen and unforeseen consequences 
emanating from your conduct. 

And Rawlings had no business 
injecting himself into our political 
scene. If Limann was ineffective, it was 
for the remainder of the 14 million 
Ghanaians to tell him off through the 
ballot box and not Rawlings to forcibly 
drive him out of office. 

Mr Boaten should not, for example, 
exhort us to be patient. Why, I may ask 
Mr Boaten did Rawlings not exercise 
patience si~ce Limann was only in his 
second year! 

The best thing for Rawlings to do to 
avoid the fate he prescribed for Afrifa, 
Amedume, Akyeampong, Akuffo, 
Yaw Boakye, Felli, Kotei, Utuka -
and the thousands of people who have 
been killed since he took over in 
December 1981 - is to lea".e the scene 
now! 
Kwadwo Affram Asiedu,, New York. 

Human rights in the third 
world 

~ J 

PERMIT me to draw the attention of 
Amnesty International and the United 
Nation to the deteriorating human 
rights, economic and political 
situations which have led to mass 
exodus of people from some develop
ing countries into the developed 
countries. 

A country like Ghana is at present in 
a very sorry state and has been like that 
for the past ten years or so due to a 
combination of mismanagement by the 
military and civilian regimes. 

Before independence, Ghanaians did 
not emigrate for economic reasons but 
mainly to pursue academic honours. 
Basic necessities of life were available 
for all at very reasonable prices. 

Now thanks to pseudo-revolution
aries who believe they hold the destiny 
of the country in their hands and that 
they are the only people who know 
where the country and its 14 million 
inhabitants should go, Ghanaians are 
crawling all over the world seeking 
economic self improvement with its 
attendent humiliation. 

Ghana, which was once the star of 
Africa has been afflicted by poverty, 
hunger, disease and moral deprivation. 
Intimidation and persecution of people 
with opposing views are not making 
things any easier. 

A large number of people are 
currently being held in custody for one 
reason or the other while a horrifying 
number have been murdered in cold
blood. 

The foregoing are some of the 
compelling reasons for forcing many 
Ghanaians into exile in countries like 
West Germany. But I suppose lack of 
deeper understanding of. the issues 
prevailing at home, Ghana1an refug~es 
are being subjected to very degradmg 
circumstances abroad. These days they 
are picked up indiscriminatly on flimsy 
excuses and hauled before courts here 
in Germany. 

I am saying her~ without anr fear of 
contradiction that all Ghana1ans are 
ready to go back home as soon.as there 
is change in government. Rawlmgs and 
his people may have the best intention 
in the world but as things stand now 
they are just messing around. 

Joe Manu, 
Hamburg, West Germany. 

Send your letters to: 
The Editor 
Talking Drums, 
68 Mansfield Road, 
London NW3 2HU 
Tel: 01-482 2165 
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The judicial role in the 
Commonwealth 
(Part 1) 
One of the major criticisms of the judiciary in the Commonwealth is 
their handling of political disputes dressed in legal context. E.-K.M. 
YAKPO examines some of these legal cases against the background of 
coup d'etats and constitutional upheavals in Commonwealth countries. 

RECENTLY there has been much 
discussion about Law Reform, not 
only in Ghana but also in much of the 
Commonwealth. But before any 
meaningful reforms can be put 
forward, it is important to try to find 
out how judges in the Commonwealth 
approach their work, especially during 
a constitutional crisis. In this article, 
three situations will be examined, (i) 
the Courts' attitude to military or 
unconstitutional regimes, (ii) their 
views on constitutional breakdowns 
and (iii) how they exercise the power of 
judicial review of legislation. 

One of the major criticisms of the 
judiciary in the commonwealth is their 
handling of political disputes dressed 
in legal context. Some of the coup 
d'etats have been brought to court. 
The judges were then faced with 
various alternatives:- (i) remain in 
office, asserting the pre-revolutionary 
constitution, thus deriving their 
jurisdiction from that constitution 
thereby denying validity to any of th~ 
revolutionary actions 
(ii) to resign ' 
(iii) 1? remain in office but apply the 
doctrm~ of state_ necessi!Y, validating 
revolutionary actions which are aimed 
a_t the maintenance of law and order. 
(1v) to remain in office and recognise 
the new 'government' as a de facto 
though not_ as a de jure regime. 

(v) or ~o identify themselves with the 
new re~1me and sit as courts of the 
revolutions. 
. The~e choices were faced by courts 
m Pak1~tan, Cyprus, Uganda and UDI 
Rhodes1~. In Pakistan in 1954 and in 
~~!~s I? 1964? the courts chose to 
· m m office and with 
mgenuity, discovered th d . great 
'state necessity' which e bi odctnne of 
apply the law . ena e them to 
political reality ~i~~st~n!l}'. with the 
initially took th.is co esia fs Judges also 
declared. urse a ter UDJ was 

In all cases th 
upon to det~rmi~;ourhts hwere called 

w et er clearly 

unconstitutional acts, carried out by 
unconstitutional 'governments' had 
any legal validity. The doctrine of 
necessity was applied in the series of 
cases which went to court in Pakistan 
in 1955. In these so-called reference 
cases, the supreme court of Pakistan 
held that the Governor-General of 
Pakistan was right to dissolve the 
Legislative Assembly and unconstitu
tionally assume political power. All 
acts done by him therefore, were valid, 
for, the 'law of necessity' prompted 
him to act. However, it was in the 
Mustapha Ibrahim Case, 1964, that the 
Supreme Court of Cyprus clearly 
elaborated the doctrine. In that case, 
the Cyprian parliament created the new 
supreme court of Cyprus while the 
Turkish members had boycotted it. 

This was in contravention of the 
constitution which clearly stipulated 
that !he concurrence of the minority 
:rurk1sh members was mandatory in all 
important matters of state. 

The appeal before the court in the 
Ibrahim Case was challenged on the 
grounds that the court was 
unconstitutionally created therefore 
lacking jurisdiction. The Attorney
Gener~l pleaded the defence of 'state 
necessity a_nd the court accepted it. 

I~ his Judgement, Josephides 1 
outlined the conditions under which 
the _defence would be accepted 
Quoting a passage from Raymond 
Odent, he said that the defence would 
be a~cep_ted where: (i) an imperative 
a!Jd inevitable necessity of exce . 
circumstances existed C) N ptional 
remedy would apply (iii) 

1
~h o other 

taken must be . e measure 
necessity and of)roitortionate to the 

~empo~ary character l~~~d bet ofha 
urat1on of th o t e 

circumstances e exceptional 
It is difficult to see h 

of a supreme cou ow the creation 
such an 'inevita~~ can be said to be 
'temporary eh e necessity' of a 
constitution ha ~rac~T--:: that the 

court, in its anxiety to please did just 
that. The Ibrahim case was followed 
recently in the.Begum Bhutto Case and 
also in UDI Rhodesia in 
Madzinbamuto v Larcher-Burkee. 

The doctrine of state necessity itself 
is an old one. It was discussed by 
Bracton who said "that which 
otherwise is not lawful, necessity 
makes lawful" and "the safety of the 
state is the supreme law." Dicey also 
deals with the subject and concludes 
that "for the sake of legality itself the 
rules of law must be broken." Chilty 
thought highly of it and so did 
Maitland:- "The only ground on which 
all that was illegal can be held to be 
legal was . . . the necessity of the 
situation.'' 

But what these learned jurists had in 
mind was a constitutionally legitimat 
~overnment having to do unconstitu 
tional acts once a while in the interes 
of public good and the protection o 
the state. Unconstitutional usurpatio 
of power remained treason in the' 
eyes. Nor did these gentlemen ha 
~ases of constitutional breakdown, 
m the Ibrahim case, in mind. Jud 
~ho _applied the doctrine in th 
situations, were clearly misusing it. 

The fourth alternative that 
remaini~g in office and rec~gnising 
new regime de facto, was the choi 
the . Rho_desian courts. The C 
Justice Sir Hugh Beadle claimed, 
court derived its authority neither 
the constitution of 1961 nor from 
of. ~ 965. He saw the courts autb 
ansmg from the de facto situatio 
the regime was allowing the c 
operate. He was therefore wi 
permit the 'government' 
anything its predecessor could 1 
h~ve ~~>ne. Clearly, the court h 
disg~ismg a political decision 
termmology. The credibility of 
court sinks very quickly. 

The last alternative, of id 
t u,: 
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explicitly but judges in Pakistan, 
Uganda and UDI Rhodesia virtually 
did so by hiding their political 
preferences behind Kelsen 's 'Pure 
Theory of Law'. According to Kelsen, 
the validity of any legal act is 
authorised by a higher norm. So that 
when a judge sends a convicted 
criminal to prison, he derives his 
authority from an Act of parliament 
which prescribes the higher norm that 
anyone who steals ought to be 
punished. 

Parliament itself derives its 
authority from the instrument which 
established it. So the hierarchy 
continues until one arrives at the 
original constitution which started the 
chain reaction. This he calls the 
'Arundnorm' or the Basic Norm. 
Should there be a violent and far
reaching revolution which utterly 
changes the personality of the state 
(such as the Russian Revolution, or the 
Maoist and Cuban Revolutions), then 
a new Arundnorm is established and 
continuity with the past is severed, and 
a new role begins. 

Here was a convenient ploy judges 
could use to justify their political 
biases for new regimes. The most 
famous of the 'Kelsen Cases' (as I shall 
call them) was the Dosso Case 1958 in 
Pakistan. The supreme court validated 
the abrogation of the 1956 
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constitution, the dismissal of the 
central and provincial governments 
and the national and provincial 
legislatives and the introduction of 
martial law, because this was a 
'revolution'. Strange as it may sound, 
the decision was followed by the 
supreme court of Uganda in the 
Matovu Case 1966, and by the 
Rhodesian court in the Madrimbamuto 
Case 1968. In Ghana the attempt was 
made by the Attorney-General in the 
Sallah Case 1970, to introduce Kelsen 
into the courts. It was rejected happily, 
Apaloo F K, (now Chief Justice) was 
emphatic of his dismissal of the theory. 

Anyone faintly acquainted with 
jurisprudence would be surprised that 
a court could even think of applying 
Kelsen's theory. He himself plainly 
indicated in his book that his theory I 
was meant solely for the legal theorist 
and not for the judge, since what the 
judge does is motivated by political 
ideology therefore not open to 
analysis. Kelsen himself had been a 
judge of the Austrian Supreme Court, 
and ought to know. After the Dosso 
Case he wrote a bitter attack of the 
case in the Stanford Law Review (17) 
1965. Perhaps because of it, the 
Pakistani Supreme Court overturned 
the Dosso Case and in the Asura Jilani 
Case 1972, finally laid the Kelsian 
adventure to rest. 

DIRFLEX LTD 

Don't 
whisper in 
frustration. 
GET IT OFF 

YOUR 
CHEST 
NOW! 

Write to 
11TALKING 
DRUMS'' 

Members of City of Westminster Chamber of Commerce 

SHIPPINGIII OR AIRFREIGHTINGIII WHY NOT TRY 

DIRFLEX LTD 
"A COMPANY WITH A DIFFERENCE" 

We are an International Trading Organisation Specialising in Freight 
Forwarding WORLDWIDE. Our service include: 

(a) Shipping general cargo at incredibly cheaper (e) Special discount rates for students. 
rates than most competitors. (f) Export documentation, i.e., VAT clearance, 
(b) Free collection of cargoes within London area. licences, bonds, Consular documentation and all 
Cheap air freight rates on scheduled carriers to all customs requirements. 
destinations, e.g. ACCRA max. 95p per kilo, (g) Banking documentation relating to Export 
Lagos _and Kano 75p onwards, etc . Finance. 
(c) Shipment_ from all UK and Continental ports. (h) Comprehensive Marine Insurance at incredibly 
Cheap container rates on Conference Lines, e.g. low rates. 
TEMA and APAPA £1,650 (20') and also (i) Import customs clearance. 
Groupage rates available on request. 
(d) We arrange purchase of your Export goods, 
e.g ., alcohol (mollasses & ethanol, new & used 
c~dr and lorry tyres, moveable air conditioners, 
vI eos, TV's, etc . 

Our professionally trained staff are experts in the 
European, African, West Indies, Middle East, Far 
East and the American Routes. For all detailed 
information, please contact our staff: 

323 Old Street (First Floor), London EC 1 V 9LE 
Telephone: 01-729 5445 

Monday-Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm 

7 



FEBRUARY 6, 1 
TALKING DRUMS 

a 

Good and bad governments 
- whose decision? 
It is the inalienable right of the governed to 
decide which government is good and bad and 
therefore decide to choose between the two. 
But since this right is constantly usurped by the 
military it cannot be said that good 
governments provide the key to democracy in 
West Africa. 

by Ben Mensah coups d'etat which brought them to What then are the hallmarks of a 
power. That Presidents Houphouet good government? In ret~n for the 

DEMOCRACY based on multi-party Boigny and Sekou Toure sustained handing over of power m 1979 the 
politics cannot be afforded by theirs in the Ivory Coast and Guinea Nigerian civilian politicians pledged 
Nigerians. Indeed, it cannot be respectively must be due to other not to probe the predecessor military 
afforded in any of the West African factors such as the presence of French rulers. Yet a public exposure of the 
countries that are under either military troops in the Ivory Coast and President activities of the military rulers which 
rule or one party system. Toure's ruthlessness in dealing with were usually transacted in secrecy 

It has not worked among the Arabs opponents real or imaginary. without explanations and beyond the 
in North Africa or the Swahili speakers That leaves us with military rule reach of a controlled press, was neces-
in East Africa, so how can it succeed which is the order of the day in West sary to enable all Nigerians to pass a 
with West Africans? Africa. And here too the records are verdict on their military government. 

Even the military rulers who in the full of counter-coups, palace coups Certainly, there were widespread 
past realised the need to hand over and restoration of civilian rule as a rumours of scandals and thereby pro-
power to democratically elected result of public disenchantment, dis- vided General Buhari and his colleagues 
civilian administrations following appointment and disgust with the the needed moral leverage to seize 
sustained pressure from the people and military leaders. political power again. 
also from their own recognition of In Ghana the Armed Forces Revolu 
their inadequacies in the art of govern- ASPIRATIONS tionary Council of Flt-Lt Jerr 
ment have now concluded that western Rawlings, which ruled the count 
~}~f~/emocracy cannot work in West from June 4th to September 19th 

And s_o t_he questi_on_re-emerges, why 1979 si·mi·1 rl t h d • h Th" 
One of such rulers i's General h l ' a Y en renc e m t e I.I' as capita ist or socialist parliamentary Rep bl" C • • h 

Olusegun ObasanJ·o who handed over d f ·1 d • u ican onstitutlon t at under n . emocracy ai e m West Africa when • h 

P
ower to AlhaJ·i· Shehu Shagari· i'n 1979. t h d d • circumstances s ould their 'gains' i as succee e m other places? ' d' b 

His_ reaction to General Buhari's coup T l • negate Y the succeeding civili o some peop e mcluding former d • • t • 
which toppled AlhaJ'i Shagari' 's govern- H d f a mims ration. ea ~ State of Nigeria, General L • 
ment is "civilian rule was something I ObasanJO, the blunt answer is that ater m 1981 when Flt-Lt Raw· 
felt would be permanent and a lasting West Africans cannot afford h_a~. the courage to overthrow 
feature of our political interaction in democracy. . ci~ihan government of President 
this country; something I thought . Others simply dismiss it as a foreign Limann to whom he had handed 
wou~d b~ made !o work because you ideology not. ~uited to the African powe_r, it was not only stated 
can imagme that 1f you have given time culture, tradition and beliefs. Thi"s certam AFRC decisions had been 
and effort to something and that thing group a f h versed but three Hi"gh Court Jn 
had to b h tt d · . . rgues or t e evolvement of an h .. 

loss. 
e s a ere , you feel a sense of d _ad been murdered for dari·og t m. igenous system of government that 

"I h will_ meet the aspirations of th view cases brought before th 
. ave come to the conclusion Afncan. e AFRC convicts. 

pamfully th0ugh that democracy as it Re tt bl On December 31 st 1981 whe 
is understoo~ by the west is not what gre a Y the modalities of h L , , 
we can toy with now, it is something we syStem have not yet been corn 1 ~u~ b a t Ra~lings seized power f 
cannot afford." Aff\~a!1 political scientists to e~:bfe th~ seco~d time, he promised a holy 
W Why ha~n't democracy succeeded in po i tctans to adopt it. eradicate corruption in the soci 

est Afnca? Posing this question de~~carancoythehraasnswfaei.rl pdroferred is that c_o~plained about the high 
however, does not presuppose that th e b hvmg, excess liquidity and lack o 
other systems - military and 

O 
e civilian politician h ecause the freedoms for Ghanaians. In p 

D 
have worked well. One part;;J:r~y Pfoduced good gov!rnm!~~s neh".ehr of these objectives he set up a 

r ~wame. Nkrumah in Gh Y a one can prevent T w ic tribunal to by-pass the norrn 
Modibo Ke1ta in Mali M a~a, In other word:Ui itary ~ake-overs. procedure to administer revolU 
Yameogo in Upper Volta' aunce democracy can flo '. hp_arhamentary • f 
nounced a failure by the w_el!e pr?- only ·r h uns m West Af • Jus ice to corrupt officials. m1 1tary m 1 t ere are good ci T nca He withdrew from circul 

...._ _____________ _::.....,::,:__:m,:::::en~t~s.:.. ______ .:_v~i:i:an:_:g~o~v:e:rn~-:___cedi notes with the loss of 
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_.-- 1 with the banking system, 
l't11l"t'.11~•~; 11 111 inl pnrt of their monies at 
J..t•PI ~11 ii·inJ.. accounts of more than 
ht1111t· •

1 
's•ind cedis were frozen. Dr 

1·· 1·1v t ,on.' d d •. . n's government was con emne 
I 11 11111111i;1g the interest of the poor 
t\il' st

' 1 11 
worker to the World Bank 

Oh:"i'° ,~'.ns alleged to have advised Dr 
"'.111\~11 1~ devnh1e the currency. 
111

1
111 

, 1•1·,.ct Flt-Lt Rawlings had 
11 t ~ • ' me t del'ided that Dr L1mann s govei:n n 

wns inadequate. And that bemg so 
dt·i'nocrncy had failed the people of 
Ghnnu and should therefore be ended . 

VERDICT 

Two years of Rawling~ rule and the 
score sheet reads more mismana~e.me~t 
in 1983 than I 981. The cost of h~mg IS 

not only higher, but that scarcity of 
foodstuffs and good~ ~as become more 
widespread. The mm1mui:n wage has 
gone up from twelve ced1s to twenty 
four, possibly 300 so~m,. an~ the 
highest currency denommation IS not 
fi fly as was the case in 1981, but two 
hundred and fifty. Dr Limann never 
devalued but Flt-Lt Rawlin&s has 
devalued the cedi in levels descnbed as 
the steepest devaluation ever. 

Even water and hydro-electric 
power, which were sufficiently 
available to Ghanaians before he took 
power on December 31st, 1981, are 
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being rationed, with some cities being 
threatened with 'sentences of total 
darkness' for exceeding their 
consumption of power. 

Do all these make Flt-Lt Rawlings' 
government worse than Dr Limann's 
which he overthrew? The people of 
Ghana never had the chance to give 
their verdict on Dr Limann's govern
ment, and have not had it yet to do so 
to Rawlings. They may never do that 
while Rawlings is around. But the 
question Ghanaians in their desperate 
plight of today must be allowed to 
answer freely is: is Rawlings' govern
ment better than Dr Limann's? 

Rawlings represents the military 
which have ruled Ghana for thirteen 
out of the twenty-six years of indepen
dence. Dr Limann represents the 
parliamentary democracy which was 
practised from 1957-1960, 1969-1972 
and 1979-1981. On two of these 
occasions it was the military who 
decided that democracy had failed 
Ghanaians and therefore staged coups. 

But who decides which government 
is good and which one is bad? 
Obviously this is the inalienable right 
of the governed. And since that right is 
constantly being usurped by the 
military, it cannot be said that good 
governments provide the key to democ
racy in West Africa. In my view, for as 
long as the military are more powerful 
than the civilians and for as long as the 
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military is infested with over 
ambitious, sometimes power-drunk 
elements, democracy has no future in 
West Africa . For might has been 
proved to be right in thi s coup-prone 
region. 

MEETING ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

A delegation of the UNITED 
FRONT FOR THE LIBERATION 
OF GHANA (U.S.A.), the New 
York-base~ Ghanaian Organisation 
that advocates the restoration of 
democracy in Ghana, has held a 
meeting with the New York Office 
of the Centre for Human Rights at 
the United Nations. 

The delegation, made up of 
Michael 0. Sackey, Chairman, 
Kwadwo Affram Asiedu, General 
Secretary and K. Amo-Agyepong, 
of the Public Relations Directorate, 
was invited to the U.N. pursuant to 
an earlier letter the group had 
addressed to the Secretary General 
of the U.N., Mr Javier Perez de 
Cuellar. In the Secretary General's 
letter, the UNITED FRONT com
plained about human rights viola
tions by the government of Flt-Lt 
Jerry Rawlings. 

At the meeting, the delegation 
was afforded an opportunity to sub
stantiate the charges of human 
rights violations and furnished the 
Centre with supporting documents. 

At the conclusion of the close
door meeting, a spokesman of the 
delegation thanked the Centre and 
expressed the hope that their com
plaint would be acted upon. 

The UNITED FRONT is a mem
ber organisation of the GHANA 
CONGRESS OF U.S.A. AND 
CANADA, an umbrella group of 
several organisations in the U.S. 
and Canada that are opposed to the 
military junta in Ghana. 
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Coping with the dilemma of 
the press 
Might it be that the answer to the dilemma of 
the press in developing countries, particularly 
Nigeria and Ghana, lies in the slogan inscribed 
on some recent United States postage stamps: 
j\ public that reads, a root of democracy'? 

by Elizabeth Ohene 

It is generally agreed that a free, 
vigorous and critical press is important 
for a proper conduct of an open and 
democratic government. Accountabili
ty in government, it is reasoned, is well 
nigh impossible without the existence 
of a free and unbiased press. 

In Ghana, feelings on the subject ran 
so deeply especially during the 1970s -
the Acheampong years that part of the 
resolutions of the 'never-again' 
character during the struggle against 
Acheampong was that never again will 
one section of the society be unable to 
get its point of view across because the 
government of the day had total 
control over the media. 

That was the explanation for the 
inclusion of the most radical clauses in 
the 1979 Ghana constitution which 
made it obligatory on an Editor of any 
state owned newspaper, or 
broadcasting station to accord the right 
of reply to any aggrieved person on any 
subject published in a medium under 
his/her control. 

INDEPENDENCE 

. T~is _was as revolutionary as its 
1~phcat10ns were far reaching. Journ
alists the world over have resisted such 
moves every time an attempt has been 
made in that direction. 

It ~as been argued that such a rule 
cons!1tutes the biggest infringement on 
the mdependence of journalists and 
they have and are still fighting famous 
battle~. to resist any encroachment on 
that mdependence'. "Where will it 
ever _end, if the right to decide what 
go~s 1~to a newspaper is taken from the 
editor. We might all just as well pack 
up_ and go home if editorial content is 
gomg to be _determined by some law 
supposedly aimed at giving the right of 
reply to readers or listeners,, , 

generations of outraged journalists 
have argued. 

So how come Ghanaian journalists 
did not utter a whimper of protest or 
express any unease at the real prospect 
of surrendering their editorial 
independence? 

HINDSIGHT 

It occurs to this writer with 20/20 
vision hindsight that two main reasons 
can be found for the calm acceptance 
of the constitutional provision: 
Knowing themselves to have been 
guilty of denying any access to the 
media of any dissenting voices to 
whatever government was in power 
and their credibility with the public at a 
low ebb, they were well aware that they 
would not have had many sympathetic 
ears if they had started arguing in 
favour of 'editorial independence'. in 
other words that right appeared to 
have been forefeited because of a track 
record of never having allowed 
alternative. voices to be heard. They 
had no ch01ce therefore but to grin and 
bear it. 

The other reason could well have 
been that the journalists knew very well 
that a vital right was being taken from 
them _which they were powerless or it 
was imprudent to prevent and yet 
chose not to be unduly worried because 
they knew their countrymen and could 
take a . calculated risk that such a 
devastatmg weapon in their hands 
wo_uld be _left largely unused ... and 
so mdeed it turned out to be the cas . 
the event. e m 

Some cynics say that the journalists 
themselves were unaware of the . 
natur f th" . . senous 
f e O is prov1S1on in the constitu-
f~~~ a~e~~n~ ilihy nothing was heard 
energy rather ;~:~pend~d a lot _of 
clauses for th ~g m~emmty 
constitution. emse ves 1Il the 

So there was a situation whereby the 
population, to a large exent, could 
have determined what they read in the 
newspapers, heard on the radio or 
watched on television, and yet not even 
the official opposition parties ever 
demanded 'equal time' or 'equal space' 
from any editor, let alone identifiable 
pressure groups; not the lone irate 
reader. 

It could be said of course, that the 
reason the editors got away with it, is 
that they were doing such a splendid 
job and ensuring that all shades of 
opinion were being given a hearing, 
that everybody was satisfied and the 
provision never needed to be invoked! 

And yet consider the number of 
Ghanaians who still felt and said that 
the state-owned media represented the 
voice of the government of the day, 
and consider further that as soon as 
there was a change of government, 
loyalty oaths were quickly admin
istered and those found wanting were 
purged. 

Is the lesson possibly that 
constitutional provisions do not 
guarantee rights? 

Then of course there is the current 
philosophy in Ghana, originally defin
ed by Flight-Lieutenant Rawlings, 
• screamed from the roof tops in hyst
erical decibels by his first Secretary for 
Information, Ato Austin and now 
expanded greatly into a crusade by the 
current information Secretary, M' 
Joyce Agyee about what she imagin 
the role of the journalist and the stat 
owned press should be - firmly asp 
of the government or, to use the words 
as ''part of the process initiated on 31 
December 1981." 

POSITION 

~hatever that might mean and 
spite of the fact that she is unabl~ 
unwilling to see or draw a distin 
between the government and the 
of Ghana, the fact still remains t 
the citizen did not have from .the 
the benefits guaranteed him unde 
constitution while it still held sway 
citizen's position is even worse 
because that right does not even 
any longer for the yet-to-be-born 
one who might want to demand 
space to disagree with the gov 

The N" er· • • was 
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. . n press appeared to have a 
the Nigcri:ctable one. There were no 
more res~itutional provisions and the 
such cons of so many different 
existencers and broadcasting stations 
newspap~o guarantee that as many 
seemed ionions as possible can be 
dived iather than ask for a _right of 
hear • or demand a correction, an 
rep i gy or the presentation of an 
:fr~r~ative, people simply founded new 
radio stations or n~wspapers. . 

A rather expensive way. of putting 
differing views across a~m1ttedly,. b~t 
it appeared to be work.mg even 1f 1t 
reached absurd proportions .. Thus to 
get a fair view of any news item o~e 

ften needed to buy as many as six 
~ifferent morning newspapers and then 
make up one's own mind about what 
really happened. 

ENCOU NTER 

Every newspaper had its own 
sectional allegiances, be they party or 
state government or individual and 
group business interests and indeed, 
defined its own truths. The famed 
vigorous and fighting press of Nigeria 
was thus very much a much fragment
ed and sectional creature which could 
only be defined by fabled story of the 
three blind men's encounter with and 
description of an elephant -
depending on which side of the 
creature you touched, it was either a 
snake, or a big tree or a rubber sponge. 

The average Nigerian citizen who did 
not care to identify himself with any of 
the sectional interests represented by 
the press could very well have been 
thoroughly mystified by what was 
happening around him. The good work 
that was undoubtedly being done by 
the press thus yielded no results, and 
the reasons for such a disaster are not 
too difficult to decipher. 

t-.:Ir Average Nigerian takes a pro
United Party of Nigeria (UPN) 
newspaper and there is a banner 
headline about corruption in the rice 
allocation by the Government Task 
Fore~. He skims through the story, 
skeptical, his mind goes back to 
yesterda~•s non-story of virulent abuse U all_ thmgs ruling National Party of 
d;g.~ia (NPN). government and he 
mi~t ef.kt7at this corruption story is 
categ 1 e Y as not also in the same ory. 

!his ~ectional character of the Press 
~nNymi~ed the credibility of the Press 
laid !e~ha more than anything else and 
Press in t Reart ?f the inability of the 
the count n uencmg serious matters in ry. 

If that was inde d th . . it was ob • e e situation then 
governme;;ous th~t the ruling NPN 
most shameru!0l~1~e~ the situation 
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:Under normal circumstances, the 
existence of the type of lively press that 
there was in Nigeria should have 
ensured_ accountability in the nation's 
pubhc hfe. The oft-extolled exploits of 
Woodward and Bernstein of Watergate 
fame would ~ave been enough only for 
the cocktail small talk circuit. 
Somehow or the other 'watergate -
proportion' disclosures were routinely 
and re~ularly made in the Nigerian 
press without the slightest ripple being 
made in the political scene. 

Alhaji Shehu Shagari and his 
ministers seemed totally untouched 
and unimpressed by whatever was said 
in the Press. Some of them were said to 
have been of the opinion that the NPN 
drew the bulk of its support from the 
part of the population that took no 
interest in newspapers, they could 
afford to ignore whatever was said in 
the press. The newspapers, it was 
argued, were written, patronised and 
read by a minority group and they have 
no effect whatsoever on the votes or 
support and the politicians therefore 
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felt able to adopt a cavalier attitude to 
whatever was written in the press. 

With the press pandering to sectional 
interests and the politicians selecting to 
treat it with contempt, it is not 
surprising that the role of the press was 
subverted totally during Nigeria's 
second attempt at constitutional rule. 

It is very tempting, of course, to 
conclude from these dismal perform
ances that the constitutional guarantee 
of equal access to the media, as was in 
the case of Ghana, or the existence of a 
vigorous and critical press as was the 
case in Nigeria all make no difference 
to the working of democratic system in 
a developing country. 

The truth, of course, being that 
however bad the performance of the 
press is when it is free and unfettered, 
at the end of the day, that is the last 
line of defence for the individual. 

Might it be that the answer to the 
dilemma lies in the slogan inscribed on 
some recent United States postage 
stamps: "A public that reads, a root of 
Democracy.'' 

Who is the de facto 
chief executive? 
The major, pertinent issue in the academic 
community all over the world now is the often 
and prompt usurpati?n ?f de~ocratic process 
in developing countries in Africa . . . but who 
tells the soldiers that it is only they who can 
save their countries from economic 
bankruptcy? 

by Kehinde Onakunle 

There is no iota of doub~ about the 
popularity and overwhelmmg support 
Nigerians are givin~ th~ new military 
administration in N1gena. That could 
be expected anyway. . 

The issue at stake is not that 
Nigerians abhor democracy but lack of 
able dynamic and purposeful leader
ship'. both at state and nationa! ~e~els. 

The any-body-but-t~e-p_?ht~c1ans 
attitude of many people m Ni&en~ was 
borne out of severe depnvat10ns, 
apathy and the ravenousness of the so
called civilian leaders. They all camhe 

• arnin in 1979 that t e 

then Khaki administration return the 
country to civilian regime. Their wish 
as well as that of 100 million Nigerians 
were granted. But immediately 
Obasanjo and his cohorts went back to 
the barrack where they should normal
ly belong, the politicians started _the!r 
plunder, and looted the nation s 
treasury bare. 

Where are patriots of the mien, 
endowment and vision of Kwame 
Nkrumah, Steve Biko, ~urtal_a 
Muhammed, Maitama Ghand1, Meir 
etc? These are certainly go~s created b_y 
God Almighty in his o~n !ma~e. Their 
likes come once in one s hf~ time. 

Can it be true that Africans, and 
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only Africans cannot manage their 
own affairs successfully? It has ~een 
argued severally that democracy is a 
white roans idea. But what prevents the 
African - a man or a ~oman from 
formulating a systematic workable 
government - machinery ~ased. on 
African tradition; somethmg h~e, 
civilian _ military - police 
assemblage for the governance of the 
m~~? . f 

Now after wasting away a chmk o 
tax payers hard earned money on an 
unworkable, clumsy and extravagent 
white elephant presidential S_Ystem, 
Nigeria is back to zero one. Dunn~ the 
civilian interregnum, hundreds of hves, 
properties and money were lost. The 
politicians have by now, I suppose, 
realised their folly in killing each other 
and burning one another's belongings 
for irrational, worldly things. 
However, the issues of the raider
politicians would be left for posterity 
to judge. 

BANKRUPTCY 

The major, pertinent issue in the 
academic community all over the world 
now is the often and prompt 
usurpation of democratic process in 
African developing nations with the 
usual excuse 'to clean the country of 
corruption and save it from economic 
bankruptcy'. That is a good and lofty 
objective, isn't it? But who tells the 
Khaki boys that it is only they that can 
save the nation? Are they not 
performing the exact opposite of their 
raison d'etre? 

When is Africa coming out of the 
wood? Nigeria the only hope of 
democracy in black Africa has again 
been forced into Khaki administration, 
where a whiz khaki boy can shoot his 
mouth loud and the noise becomes 
decrees - laws. No question. No 
debates. And no argument. Decree is 
Decree. 

Economy of any nation, is such a 
delicacy that only seasoned economic 
wizards can adequately contain its low 
and ebbs. Its high and low, rise and 
fall . And no nation can claim 
monopoly of disaster-free economy. 
The recent recession affected both the 
highly industrialised nations as well as 
developing ones. Nigeria is no 
exception. 

Nobody condones the nefarious 
activities of Nigerian politicians. And 
no. one is holding brief for them or 
tr~mg to absolve them. They are all 
ra_1der_s of the second Republic of 
N1gena. And they have succeeded to a 
large ext_ent _in wrecking it. 'Now 
Umaru D1kko is on the run. Screaming through all na~ions of the earth. He has 
not got a restmg place again. He has 
murdered sleep. 
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The most important question now !s, 
who is the de facto _and ~e jure Chief 
Executive in a presidential system of 
government? The PRESIDENT OR 
THE ARMY GENERALS? 

Discussion of the rights and wrongs 
of the military coup of 31 st December 
in Nigeria would certainly go on and 
on for a very long time. Even af!er 
these khaki boys are fed-up with 
administration of the country and 
civilian life is restored, would the new 
president be confident or should he be 
wary of his Army Generals. who_ can 
check him out anytime and with fhmsy 
excuse. 

No wonder, the Alafin of Oyo, in 
the old Oyo Empire, decried his Are 
Ona Kakanfo, his Army General and 
soldiers from living within the city with 
civilians. The Are Ona Kakanfo and 
the entire army reside outside the 
fortress. That is where, of course, they 
belong. To ward away external 
aggression. Any internal disturbances 
can always be contained by the police. 
Perhaps its high time African nations 
adopted such a system. 

Democracy does not come to any 
nation on a platter of gold. It only 
comes out of sweat. And it should be 
guarded jealously. 

The whole world is watching General 
Buhari with keen eyes. Economy of 
Nigeria is delicate to handle. Too hot 
to handle. The slightest blunder can 
plunge 100 million inhabitants into 
untold abject poverty. 

The International Monetary Fund 
and the issue of the OPEC - raising of 
Nigeria's export quota - should be 
treated with care and urgency. The 
destiny of millions of people now rest 
squarely in Genei:al N.to~amm~d 
Buhari's hand. While wishmg him 
huge success, I'll also remin~ him that 
he holds the key to happmess and 
sadness of the generality of Nigerians, 
home or abroad. His policies/decrees 
certainly affect the destiny of millions 
of people. 
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urn~ru Di~~o in crusade 
0ga~nst military regimes 
He was said to be the most powerful man in 
Nigeria these past four years. Now forced into 
exile by the December 31st, 1983 coup, an 
unrepentant UMARU DIK!(O tells 
ELIZABETH (?!--IENE of his bat~le plans in his 
war against military take-overs in Africa. 
UMARU DIKKO in fles? and blood_ is 
not at all like his reputation makes him 
out to be. . . 

He has no horns and certamly did 
not have the trappings of the sterling 
billionaire that the London Sunday 
Observer claims he is believed to be. 

Not that I had met a billionaire 
before but in my imagination, they 
come in two groups, the eccentric 
recluses and the diamond and solid 
gold ostentatious ones. Umaru Dikko 
was none of these and he was soft 
spoken even if one could detect the 
steel in his voice. 

It was obvious however that he had 
not recovered from the shock of the 
military take-over in Nigeria and the 
overthrow of Alhaji Shehu Shagari's 
government in which he served as 
Communications and Aviation 
Minister. 

Will he accept that he has failed the 
people of Nigeria who would say that 
they had entrusted the destiny of their 
~ountry in his and his colleagues' 
m~fds and they had allowed the 

1.~ary to take over by not having 
ihaei Sproper attention to the security of 

tate? 
Yes h • ·u ought e wi , except of course that it 

armou~o be ~ecognised that 'there is no 
people a1iamst treachery' and when 
Positiont O have been placed in 
to defendof ~rust and were being paid 
had sworn t e very constitution they 
traitors th on oath to defend, turn 

He ~as en you are helpless. 
soldiers c quite contemptuous of the 
not only ~rr_ently in power. They are 
Well. If th aitors, they are cowards as 
Were so su? are such brave people and 
ca~~e, Why ~~f the correctness of their 
th 1 Would h they move in the night? 
daey_ had rnotve be~n impressed if 
we~h&ht, after ed their tanks in the 
rn~d carnPaign~ll when we politicians 

~~_COUnt!l_e _to rule~gw the people for a 

It has been suggested in the Nigerian 
Press . that considering his earlier 
posturmgs, many people would have 
expected him to try and at least mount 
a co~nt~r attack to the coup, and 
AlhaJi Dikko was quite categorical that 
if there had been an alternative way of 
broadcasting to the people of Nigeria 
apart from the Broadcasting Houses 
that had been seized by the soldiers, he 
surely would have obliged those 
seeking to sneer at him today. 

But far from having been cowed, 
Alhaj i Dikko announced the 
declaration of a crusade/jihad against 
not just the military regime in Nigeria 
but all other military regimes in Africa. 

' 'This is going to be a mass 
organisation in Af!ica_ and a~ybody 
who believes in the mahenable nght of 
the people to choose a government of 
their choice without fear of 
intimidation from the military will be 
part of this movement." 

The combatants in this crusade/ 
Jihad will be civilians versus the 
military, and the fight will _not end 
until African soldiers learn their proper 
role in our societies. . ld be 

I suggested to him that it _cou 

Sal.d that this was a newly ~1scovereld 
·1· regimes on Y 

abhorrence of m1 itary d h" . • ·t aff ecte 1m 
because this ume, 1 

• 1·n the 
11 While serving 

persona Y • . d nt Shagari the 
Cabinet of. PreSl e iberia and then 
elect_ed Pres11ent h~f trganisation of 
Chairman '! t verthrown and 
African UmtY was ~h manY of his 
brutally murder~d t;d government of 
ministers. The ~ ec ·mann of Ghana 
ex-President Hill Li by the military. 
was also overthrown eared to be 
Nigeria's attit_ude tt::°a~Rrude of the 
very much hkf that he was 

now . is convinced that Nigeria did 
nothmg at the time to demonstrate its 
abh<:>rrence of the action because the 
so_ld1e!s who have staged the coup in 
N1gen~ now, had their own plans and 
thus dissuaded President Shagari from 
any such actions. 

The second stage of the liberation 
struggle in Africa, he said has now 
begun. We will show that we will not 
be ruled by guns. 

Until that struggle is ended 
successfully no value can be put on any 
African political leader. 

Alhaji Shehu Shagari is being 
toasted in the White House today, a 
guest of the Queen in Buckingham 
Palace the next day, being adulated by 
his own people and then one night 
tanks move into Lagos and the whole 
world is being told, he is nothing but a 
villain. The rest of the world must be 
wondering how long it will take for 
General Buhari also to become a 
villain. 

As for the charges of corruption, 
Alhaji Dikko proclaimed himself ready 
to face any substantiated charge that is 
made against him in a proper court of 
law and feels quite justified in having 
made good his escape from Nigeria -
the actions of the military since then 
have convinced him that he was right 
to have left Nigeria when he did. 

"What does the junta mean by 
declaring me a wanted person, I have 
left Nigeria, I have made a state~ent 
saying where I am, and yet they claim I 
am wanted, it isn't. as ~hou~h I had 
disappeared into thm ai~, smce th_ey 
have nothing to substantiate the wild 
charges with, they have to resort to 
these gimmicks." . 

Unfortunate though the tragic event.~ 
of 31 st December 1983 are, Al~aJ1 
Dikko is convinced . that somethmg 
positive will come of it. . 

Up until now, we have al~ays p~id 
lip service to democ~acy m Afnca 
without any real commitment. Now_ we 

.11 at last have to fight for. our b~hef s 
Wl d • this war, the battle Imes W\11 be 
an ·ttclearly defined. It was ~tup1d to 
q~• k f the military handmg over 
thin o they love power. 
po~er' le should not forget that t~e 

p~op_ of the second Repubhc 

wes tern nauons •nitial coolness 
condemning to~ay -

1 
usual. 

followed by bus!ness asunfair and one 
That stung h1~ asr workings of the 

conedsutuu~: clearly that anybody who 
stat qui ms and overthrows the 
takes d upov!~nment of Nigeria is guilty 
electe g no matter how long after the 
of treason, 

• the mne . Flight· . e 



t·on's conference norna 1 . 

TALKING DRUMS 

hana (Parf 1) 
. of the recent donor 

lking Drums has got tape rec~rd;g~ on November 
tions meeting on Ghana held zn ~r~ and is usual in 

a3rd-24th last year. As can_ be expec ~ end of the meeting 
these matters, the releases zssued at t e lace Of 
did not reveal much of what actually took p ·b of 

• by mem ers 
Particular interest are the answers given h d r 

. . d by t e ono the Ghana delegatzon to questzons pose 
nations. Apart from their curiosity valuve, these answers f I 
shed a lot of light on the inner thinking and future plans o 
the self-proclaimed people's government of the . h 
Provisional National Defence Council. Below we publzs 
some excerpts from the answers given by Kwesi 
Botchway, the Finance and Economic Planning Secretary 
and leader of Ghana's delegation. 

"I WILL take a few of the questions 
and concerns that have been expressed 
and Dr Abbey will deal with others and 
I do hope that on one at least, World 
Bank staff will assist. 

Let me take the easier one first, Mr 
Chairman. 

I believe that the representatives of 
the donor countries that are in Accra, 
will admit that over the past year we 
have been in fairly regular consulta
tions with them, we have tried not to 
cover up or hide anything, we have 
been extremely frank in our discussions 
of our problems with them and we like 
to maintain this tradition, because we 
believe that it is in our mutual interest 
to do so. 

On the question of the general 
political climate in the country and the 
question of human rights in relation to 
the technical assistance problems 
which have been raised we are grateful 
that the matter has been raised and that 
some suggestion has been made. We 
will certainly take this into account. 
We have already, I am glad to say 
made substantial progress on that front 
and in the sense that we have already 
set up a machinery to review the cases 
of all t~ose Ghanaian nationals outside 
who wish to return to assist in the 
development of their own country, but 
for some reason are unwilling to do so 
now. 

Th!1t a committee has been set up in 
the highest level to review these and in 

fact some of these nationals have 
already started coming to the country 
to have their cases reviewed. 

In fact, as at now there are hardly 
any persons detained that you would 
call political detainees as such. 

I must say for the benefit of those 
who don't know the whole background 
to t~e problem, that many of the pro
f ess1onals who fled the country in the 
wake of the change of the government 
did so in order to avoid investigatio~ 
into their conduct in relation to already 
existing laws. 

A committee was set up to investi
gate compliance to tax obligations for 
instance. I think we made some r~fer
ence in our presentation to the fact that 
as. the ~con~my deteriorated and as 
price distortions became uncontrol
lable, the revenu~ situation in the 
country got particularly precarious 
bec~u.se past governments were 
~nwdhn& to tax the increasingly lucra
!1ve busmess that flourished in the 
mformal sector of the economy 
although the ta~ laws existing in th; 
country at the time required that th. 
be done. is 

I d<? know that in many of the 
countries represented here today, these 
tax. regulations are taken extremely 
seriously, and we have been trying to 
emulate th~ example of many of 
your countries, and to ensure that ·r 
tax laws are not satisfactory we chan~e 
them. But as long as we are happy that 

they are correct then th_ey 
enforced without any dis 
any fear or favour. 

So many of these professi 
the c~untry really bec~use of 
disgorge money~ ~h1ch 
accumulated, agam m contrav 
these Jaws. . 

However, f ollowmg cons 
and discussions with some o 
friends we tried to relax oper 
these rules and to ensure that 
these persons would. be attra 
into the country with assuran 
safe conduct. And I think this is 
in the right direction, and I am 
to say that some of them have 
started returning• 

Now, to get back to Mr R 
question. 

I agree entirely that it is no 
talking about rehabilitation 
maintenance. In fact, as I am s 
Russell himself is aware, this is 
the key things that we discussed 
Commissioner Pisani when he w 
in Accra. And we do have a vehicl 
plant rehabilitation maintenace 
already in the country which has 
doing its best in the circumstances 

But it does need inputs which 
not been forthcoming because of 
foreign exchange constraints, and 
the help of the EEC we are hoping 
we can expand the work of 
committee, both by providing f 
technical assistance, if need be, 
also by providing the necessary 
ial inputs that will make their 
have the desired impact. 

POLICY 

Mr Russell also talked of wha 
perceived as a switch in our 
from large scale state farms to 
revival of peasant production. 
want to improve the efficiency, 
peasant production. 

You ask what institutional- arr 
ments ":ill be made to support the 
empha~1s, particularly in the ar 
marketmg, what role will the new 
structure play etc? 

Now, in our new way of thinki 
would like more and more to in 
the private sector and cooperati 
the operations, particularly in th 
~f marketing, but these coo 

ave . to be in place and that 
f~nction well before we asign 
~1th any real additional respo 
ties. 
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• \\'e ha\'e "hat we call farmers service 
•ntrt·~ that h~y~ shops. They have 

markcring fac1httes that I supp?se 
opcrare on more or Jess a cooperative 
ba is. It hasn't been easy to really 
mobilise the f~r~ers to form these c?
operatives. This 1s one area that agam 
we hope, when the_ EEC agri~ultural 
experts that we discussed with Mr 
Pisani, do come to Accra we hope 
that this would be one aspect of the 
whole problem of agricultural 
production which we can look at in 
greater detail. It is something that 
needs to be investigated very closely. 

When you look at the history of co
operative efforts in . all countries, 
virtually all countrie , I think that the 
lesson we draw from it is that it is of no 
use coercing people to form them. So 
it's a matter of finding a proper 
balance between ome degree of 
volution and some degree of proper 
urging on the part of the state. 

BALANCE 

We are not sure that we find this 
balance yet and we welcome any views 
and advice from those of our distin
guished delegates here who either have 
the expertise themselves or can tell us 
perhaps how we can acquire it. So as 
soon as these institutions have really 
crystallised and as they do so we 
propose to shed the burden of state in
volvement in the whole area of market
ing and cooperatives. It is extremely 
burdensome financially on the budget. 
When they want to purchase grains, 
whatever, they come to the budget and 
we haven't been particularly generous 
with them even as we try to put the co
operative in place. So we do want to 
involve cooperatives in particular, but 
we want to be sure that they are 
efficient; if they don't operate 
efficiently I suspect that they probably 
very quickly turn into state enterprises 
and come back to the budget for 
budgetary support. 

Yes, counterpart funds wi11 continue 
to b~ used to support local food pro
duction efforts as we have done in the 
past. 

On the question of technical assist
anc_ei whether there would be any 
political problems that would stand in 
the_ :,vay, no, I don't see any real 
poh!1cal problems. 
th_Fi~st of all _I would like to say that 

. is IS s_ometh~ng that we are going to 
discuss m detail tomorrow. It is in Item 
th.rhe. We have had lengthy discussions 
f1t the Bank and with the UNDP and 

would be happy tomorrow to give 
~?u t_he full general outline of the 

irection of our thinking 
But I • can say at this stage that I 
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don't see any political problem as such. 
\Vhat we want to do of course to make 
sure that given the real costs of foreign 
and technical expertise, we concentrate 
~rn strengthening our own local train
mg capabilities even as we seek 
technical expertise in areas where we 
?bv~ously do not have them and where 
1t will lake too long to train or retrain 
our own people. 

Mr Johnson also, if I may disclose 
what we discussed privately, Mr 
John~on, tag~ed on a second leg of his 
question, which he communicated to 
me during our recess and that is: will 
technical assistance be welcomed in 
areas that we consider sensitive like the 
C~ntral Bank or the Ministry of 
Frna1;1ce where obviously experts 
working at these areas would have 
access to information that we would 
consider confidential. 

My reaction immediately is we do 
publish much of the information that 
the Central Bank sends out. In fact, 
very often I suspect that the Fund and 
the Bank do get this information even 
before we have published them. There 
is not that much that is confidential 
there. 

EXPERTISE 

Of course, I believe that every nation 
does try in these key areas to have his 
own people. As we quote Randeshell, 
if we decide that any of these 'sensitive' 
areas require technical expertise which 
is not immediately available, then of 
course I don't see that we have any 
problem getting people from outside 
provided that they are willing to work 
in accordance with the rules of these 
establishments. 

We have in the past had people 
working in our Central Ban~ in the 
Ministry of Finance from outside, and 
it has not posed any problem in the 
past. I don't see that it will pose a_ny 
problems in the future. As I sa!d, 
obviously in such areas, we would hke 
to ensure that our own people, our own 
potential is exhausted in the first in
stance. 

I would like to just now address 
some aspects of the question that Mr 
Hoffman posed. Well, if I may j~st 
briefly comment on the analogy which 
we have before us in place of the old 
which we had this morning, I dare say 
that we are not really looking at a new 
baby. I don't think, if it is a baby, I 
would say perhaps it used t<;> be a b~~y, 
and suddenly it was of age, it was a1hng 
and 1 think it's been. It started recuper
ating sort of, and we want to make sure 
that this being recuperates fully and 
starts walking. 

I think that it was a baby may be 25 

y~ars ago as l am sure Mr Hoffman 
will agree and w~ all wam to make sure 
that through this collective effort this 
new born being begins to behave like 
an adult and walks vigorously. 

But to get back to the substance of 
what Mr Hoffman had in mind, of 
some of the aspects of the question that 
he raised: Yes, it is true that no one can 
really say with any deg_ree of certainty, 
how the economy will react in the 
course of the three year period. 

We can make projections based on 
certain assumptions, and it is then our 
responsibility to ensure that these 
assumptions materialise to the extent 
that this lies within our power. 

Some local manufacturers have 
expressed some worries about the 
impact of such a large devaluation on 
domestic prices. If they become too 
high, they are worried that they might 
be saddled with unsold stocks and we 
have been discussing this matter with 
them. 

We believe that the fear at this stage 
at any rate, is exaggerated, we believe 
that they have been a little spoilt in the 
past because as the shortages persisted 
we had a sellers market, and in fact 
sometimes the stocks were bought 
before they were manufactured, and 
some people just made profit over
night. 

They began to share profits of dis
tributors with them and I think it 
would be a good thing if we began to 
see commodities and products sitting 
on the shelves for a while and I think it 
is a normal thing in most places that if 
cigarettes are produced it should sit 
there for a while. People will buy what 
they need instead of just buying too 
much of it and selling it on the foreign 
market. 

Our manufacturers have been used 
to this kind of thing in the past, and I 
think that their worry is not so much 
that the prices will get so high that they 
cannot sell anything, but that the 
profits; the extra profit from partici
pating in illegal trading would be 
curtailed. And I think that far from 
there being any real cause for concern it 
should be a heartening development if 
stocks sit there for a reasonable length 
of time, as I think happens in an 
economy that is operating normally. 

But of course, you do have a point. 
Obviously, it can reach a point of 
diminishing returns and when we get 
there I am sure that given our commit
ment to flexibility, and with appropri
ate consultations with the Fund we will 
be able to find the real answers to 
them. But we have established a system 
of regular dialogue with the manuf~c
turers and this will help us to determme 
when we are really getting there instead 
of just worrying about the problems 
which they have at this stage which I 
don )t think are real. 



Unearthing the loot 
ON THURSDAY, January 19th, the_ Federal ~{lit:~~ 
Government announced a list of detamees . In , ntly 
~sons including many former governors are cur~e h 
behind bars while 266 others who were also arrested m J e 
aftermath of the December 31st coup, had been rehlease 1 is Also announced was the recovery of more ~ an 
million and 148,000 pounds sterling cash_ from six of the 
detainees at the time of their arrests. Of this amount former 
Kano State Governor Sabo Bakin Zuwo and Imo ~t_ate 
Governor Sam Mbakwe topped the list with N3.4 million 
and N 1 million respectively. 

The rather delayed timing of the announcement, had 
earlier given room for unnecessary speculati_ons and ~umour 
mongering concerning the number of those m detent10n_ and 
the amounts allegedly recovered from them. Such a situa
tion was evidently not healthy for the country. 

It may be necessary for the government to differentiate 
between those who, perhaps because they were businessm_en 
had reasons to be in possession of the large quantity of nalfa 
notes found with them, and those who being public officials 
had no legitimate reasons for keeping the sums they had 
with them. 

It is of course true that the attitude of keeping large sums 
of money at home is questionable, even for businessmen in 
more advanced countries. It does not only raise questions 
about why the banks cannot be trusted to keep the money at 
interest rates, but also poses an open invitation to men of 
the underworld. In any system, this attitude is treated as a 
case of financial indiscipline. And to say that a society like 
ours where 'big' people 'spray' money openly on the fore
heads of dancers and musicians daily is financially in
disciplined, is perhaps to make an understatement. Our 
concern in this regard is primarily over the levels of guilt 
among those arrested. 

Although the military is yet to tell us how those people all 
came about the monies found on them, some question can 
yet be asked. What was Sabo Bakin Zuwo doing with N3.4 
million cash at home? What was the like of Sam Mbakwe 
doing with Nl million cash at home? How did all six of them 
come about those large sums of money found with them? 
Were they fresh from the bank vaults or dirty old notes? 
Solutions to these questions may probably guide the govern
ment to the sources of the money, and the nature of 
financial indiscipline which our politicians generally 
exhibited between 1979 and December 31st, 1983. 

As for those of them who were caught with foreign 
currencies, we can also say that their case on this score is 
clear enough. We do not know of any law in the statute 
books, under which they operated between 1979 and 1983 
which permitted them to hold such vast sums of foreig~ 
money within Nigeria. 

But let it not be misunderstood that N5 million and 
148,000 pounds, together or respectively, bear any signifi
cant _relevanc~ to the mind-boggling level of graft and 
profligacy displayed by Nigerian politicians between 
October 1979 and December 1983. Most of those who ran 
the ~overnment did not believe in keeping vast sums like 
Bakm Zuwo'_s N3.4 million at home. They knew craftier 
;:ys of stor~mg_ such vast sums of money within Nigeria and 

ers~as •. N1ge~1an_s therefore, expect a much more far
r~a~~ng mv~s!1gati?n into the financial conduct of the last 
civi ian admmistrat10n and its chief operatives. 

National Concord of Nigeria 

All things being equal 
NT House last Tuesday, one of the p 

AT PARLIAMf b te on the 1984 Budget Estimates 
pants ~t the be a of Osu PDC, made a very intere• 
Executive Mem er 
contribu~io\ t Ghanaians should go back to the fo 

He said ls\ER and learn from him. Only then will 
SLAVE Mwhich we all love so much, become the l 
coun_try' · ilk and honey• . . 
flow_mg wit\mf n needless to say, was received with 

J:Iis con~i u ~~t~r part of the participants. But it w 
behef ~y t \~bi and Mr P.V. Obeng, the Chairman 
People s ~ss lloywed him to express his views, unpop 
the function, a 
h h many thought them to be. 

t oug h d of the function, our reporters talked to some; 

hAt t t~ ~npants and invariably all of them, after expres • 
t e par 1c1 " h t • h" 
h. d that view asked: By the way, w a IS t IS 

t 1s an • f PDC?" 
doing on an Executive C~mm1tt~e o a . . • 

we are reminded of this man s contnbut10n by a repo 
we carried in our columns yesterday. F.A. Jan~uah, Ash~ 
Regional Secretary, is reported to have said that pn 
control would work only when supply exceeds deman 
otherwise not. 

It would appear that our ~shanti Re_giona~ Secretary is 
believer in classical economic theory m which every pr 
position is prefaced with "CETERIS PARIBUS" (a La' 
tag which translates as "all things being equal".). 

Classical Economics is founded on the PROFI 
MOTIVE. It states that if prices of goods and services ri 
then, ALL THINGS BEING EQUAL, supply will increase 
since there are more incentives for production. 

The People's Daily Graphic believes that we are led into 
the mess we are in because however logical and obviou 
classical economic theory may sound, ALL THINGS A 
NOT EQUAL. 

Who among us is not a witness to the manipulation of th~ 
system by politicians and privileged classes? And who 
among us cannot see the oppression of those who are no 
free in a free market? 

Is F.A. Jantuah suggesting that in a situation of scarcity, 
the w_ell-off ea~ buy ~t rocket-high prices and the poor must 
do without the!f basic needs until such distant future time 
that supply equals demand? 

The Graphic would agree that rigid price control which 
ta~es no account <;>f seasonal and regional differences can 
brmg more hardship ~han those which it is meant to allevi 
ate. But w_e are surprised to hear his outright support for 
h
system which favours the already favoured and penalises th~ 

ave-not. 
th We find it diffi~ult to reconcile his view of economics wi 

e report, also m. ye~terday's issue, that he has set up 
~1}11c::!t~~ fi e~qmrfy iAnto charges !~veiled against medi 

Th e . om O . nokye Hospital. 
to e mall?ractices which he condemns so roundly amo 

a scarcity of med· 1 I 
Therefore prices • ica d care· Demand exceeds supp 
medical treatment nsedanh th0se who can pay more g 

Of ' an t ose who cannot pay die. 
that ~rur;:~~:go rot agree with this. But we are surpris 
because this is th~ 1

1kt; ~s, does. not agree with this t. 
control. ogic extension of his views on pn 

We would like to s . 
theory. ee more consistency in his econo 



African 
records 
review 
by Kwabena Mensah 

GEORGE DARKO & "BUS TOP" : 
'Hi-Life Time' (Okoman Records 
DA2) ('Kaakyire Nua' 'Odoyewu' I 
Children's Song' 'Highlife Time'. 

'Kaakyire Nua' which should have 
been the title track has the melodic 
expansiveness of a classic number - a 
good follow-up to 'Akoo Te Brofo '. It 
might frustrate you if you are a hi-life 
traditionalist but you could be subdued 
by the opening synthesizer of the 
ubiquitous Bob Fiscian which 
continues apace, otherwise wait for the 
keyboard or Lee Duodu's voice to give 
you the key to the track. 

The chorus is harmony itself so is the 
German's alto saxophone phrases in 
the vein of 'Akoo Te Brofo'. You can 
be overwhelmed by George Darko's 
guitar if the heavy synthesizer and 
Keyboards fail you. The controversy is 
which is better: 'Kaakyire Nua' or 
'Akoo Te Brofo'? 

's>doyewu' begins with drums 
callmg for attention and putting you 
on synthesizer and Keyboard 
arrangements (reminding you of 
Ro_dney Franklin) beautiful enough to 
switch your mind to the track even far 
away. It allows Lee to really stretch out 
vocally _and sentimentally to give you 
rose pimples. Your soul is lifted to 
~sten to guitar approaching George 

e!lson on acoustic guitar. But the 
!~Ita~ has originality and uniqueness 

fecially backed by full orchestra and 
~ndco1;1rse Sommetimer's bass guitar, 
The dies. ~ff gradually and smoothly. 

k
musician's track - a professional wor . 
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'Children's Song' is funkish right 
from the beginning. The vocal work 
and the alto saxophone do equally well 
to enliven the tempo and to encourage 
you (if you are a parent) to let the 
children play and dance. 

The alto saxophone is at its best to 
help you spread your love around 
indeed. Half way through the track Lee 
raps the audience and the beat 
gradually goes up-tempo (completely 
danceable) to the sympathy of Pagger's 
drums while the guitar is forthcoming. 
One big happy family dancing. 

The ghost of 'Akoo Te Brofo' 
lingers on in Highlif e Time' except that 
this is sung in English. You are invited 
to get on the beat after Bob Fiscian. 
The track punches into action and is 
irresistably itchy. If it does not turn 
you on you are a devil? Because it is 
sunshine music. Do not raise your 
hands when you are dancing, wait for 
the guitar, saxophone and all especially 
the drums which permeate the album. 
Lee raps the audience once again, 
teaching you singing. The favourite 
track of London Radio DJ's. 
ARIC AGYEMANG; 'Wonko 
Menko'? Modern Highlife (Essiebons 
EBLS 7111) 
'Wonko Menko? 'Nya Abotare Ma 
Me' / 'Odo Bra' 'Men Koaa' 

'Wonko Menko?' forcefully begins 
with the horns section calling f~r 
attention and there goes t~e sm~oth h!
lif e always associated with Enc. His 
guitar sounds Zairean. The very 
rhythmic 'Mmatutu Mmrika' style 
creeps into it and half way thro~gh the 
track the organ is simply soothing. 

The vocal delivery by Agyak~u 
(formerly of yam?ah's Band) will 
invite you into hstenmg but you C~!)tr 
stop dancing. Why? Becaus~ the I- I e 
element is tempting esp~cially w~en 
Eric gives you more Zairean gmtar 
solos. Finally, you re-unite completely 
with the tune as Agyaaku asks you 
'Wonko Menko'. . . 

'N Abotare Ma Me' begms with a 
orgaia orientated pun~h which_ could 
have come in from time to time to 
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complete the beauty of it. The good 
voice of Thomas Frempong does come 
in well, of course, don't forget the 
flavour of the horns section which 
allow the trumpet and alto sax room 
for solos familiar with the Kokroko 
Band. The beauty of organ and horns 
and it all. 

Love is expressed in 'Odo Bra' but 
not at the expense of smoothness which 
abounds in the track especially when 
the horns take up the story again. 
Don't be put off by the sudden jump 
into higher pitch half way through by 
the singers because you are quickly 
invited to bear with the good hi-life. 
There is perhaps too much 
improvisation. 

Traditional improvisation nearly 
takes us to Zairean soukous in 'Men 
Koaa'. The chorus is bearable. The 
African drums is powerful and the 
lyrics is pitiful. 

The album is generally good and is 
indispensable if you want to have a 
collection. 

POETS' CORNER 
Spirits Colliding - lndelibl 

To mother for her henpecked guidance 
To father for his reluctant paternalism 
To Sophia K - for arousing in me a pre
adolescent appreciation for the opposite s 
To Ako Ebenezer for Q.E.D. that genius 
and madness share a thin grey border. 
To Salem Presbyterian Boys' School. 
For instilling sadism and Spartanism 
To "Maa Sobers" for expose-tory interpr 
tation of My Family and Other Animals. 
To Maggie for confessing that witches do 
love even as they fly a nocturnal horse. 
To Modukpe, I wish you had died 
differently .. 
For Legon in harbouring the las_t remnan 
of illusion, innocence and happmcss . . 
To Bonnie B - for bringing my romantic 
love to a climax! 
And eternally to the students of 300 Jay 
Street for making my working life worth 
living. 

PEACE AND LOVE 
Kwabena M. Duo 



y;;;u;evol u!!~~riv!~d c_r .. 

eer and there he it the poor passenger~ 1n 
to drink a bottle of ~rty of friends - ' wded and foul smelling 
was hosting a l~~l functionaries. an~ ~~~d class seats would have a 
presumably - h. h beer was flowmg time to make themselyes ~ 
at the rate at w b 

1
~ conclude that our food shortages ~?d pnces m 

couldn't help u • life ing department. 
friend has gone up m mind that his , 'There is only one gent:ral 

It didi:t't t~o;~:e1/ has anythi~
1
g ~o arrangement on the revolution 

YOU MA y be surprised ~o rea~ yo~r 
letter written to me published 10 th1s 
magazine. Of course, Kwame you 
didn't know that I would do such a 
thing and I know I should have co_n
sulted you and asked for your permis
sion before doing this but I took the 
liberty to print it with the full know
ledge that you wouldn't mind. 

sudden nse t affluence unt1 t e he said clearly annoyed. . 
do with his apparen • d to leave and "

1 
ust as you say. But I think 

party stepped oubts~i~d the driving better analogy the comrade 
Amponsah sat e a •b h · • 
wheel of a Peugeotk 50d4 cthaar 1 he hadn't have used to descn e t e s1tuati 

J k' ly I remar e "Like what?" 
bee~ J~f ng' badly lately jud~ing fro~ "Could have c~mpared G 
the little I had seen that ev_emng ard _ situation to the mak11:1g ?f bread 

'd to me· "There is nothmg tot is "What bread? It 1sn t appro 
~~Is is an ~peration car _and whatev,~r it's so expensive and scarce .. 
goes with it are operatwnal. pe:ks • • • ,;Ordinary white bread ma 

" ... and now to matters affecting my 
very existence as a human being. I'm 
sure you have, of late, heard enough 
about food and fuel shortages, assault 
and battery, and - wait for it -
suicides. Yes, that's what people are 
doing to themselves these days. I 
cannot for the life of me understand 
why anybody should take a rope or 
whatever and take his or her own life 
simply because some people who have 
constituted themselves into a govern
ment and supported by a few 
Ghanaians who have chips on their 
shoulders are making life unbearable 
for all. I tell you quite frankly that the 
day I feel I can't cope and want to 
leave this God foresaken place I am 
determined not to go alone. I shall 
definitely take a few people along with 
me to Kingdom come! I mean, what 
the hell, if I have to go then it stands to 
reason that I should go with some
body. If I know you right you're prob
ably shaking your head with unadulter
ated mirth saying that I'm chicken; I 
can't hurt a fly. You're right and that's 
the pity of it all. But as they say 
desperate situations demand desperate 
solutions, n'est ce pas? 

Talking about situations and 
solutions reminds me of Amponsah. 
You remember him - he was often so 
broke that he used to hang around us 
during lunch breaks. He borrowed 
your fifty cedis and never repaid it. 
Yes, that's the chap. Smart chap. He 
has managed to get himself installed as 
the secretary of the Workers Defence 
Committee (WDC) in his workplace. 

As you may know already, these 
chaps, I mean the bosses of the WDC 
have become very powerful, and ou; 
Kwame has grown wings all of a 
sudden and flying all over the place. 

The other day I met him at 'Times 
Square' bar in Accra where I had gone 

What type of operation, he di~n t say flour sugar and yeast. The pr 
but your guess is as good as !Ilme. you know is simple enough but b 

Yes, all it boils down to is that to time the final product comes out 
survive in this hell-h~le you . mu~t the mixing stages to the baked st 
belong to the 'operatwn syndica!e • all sorts of metamorphorses take p 
They are all over the place - sellmg "What are you driving at?" 
commodities, seizing peo~les goods asked rather impatiently . . 
and generally behaving as if they are "Simply this, that at the end of holding the country by the . balls! 
which of course, they are domg). day, or the revolution, if you like, 

ANOLOGY 

Talking about balls and ball-like 
things also brings to mind an analogy 
that a member of the PNDC, 
apparently reacting to a comment on 
the frequent reshuffle in the govern
ment made. Wonder whether you read 
about it. He compared the revolution
ary mechanism to the operations of a 
commuter train. Take note that he 
used a train and not bus or any other 
means of transport. He made the pro
found observation that like a train on a 
journey, the revolution every once and 
again stops for passengers to get off 
and new people get on. 

"Very interesting analogy" I told a 
revolutionary friend. ''But ' why a 
train? _Knowing t~~t Ghana has no 
reputation for efficient train service 
It's slow, rick~ty, nev~r on schedul~ 
and fo~ever bemg derailed with heavy 
casualties.'' 

."The PNDC member didn't discuss 
this analogy at the cadres-meeting but I 
suppose he used that because trains are 
long ve~icles and _like a revolution 
moves m mysterious ways," he 
answered. 

"That's _fine, except that unlike 
buses, trams have class seating 
arrangements". 

;;Yo!! 'r~ oyerstretching t_he point". 
I d1dn t mtend to until I realised 

that while the first class passengers in 
the revolutionary train may get on an 

ingredient for the bread would 
moulded and baked in different sh 
and colours, some would be b. 
than others, some burnt and o 
under weight" I explained. 

"That's life." 
"It is except that even revolutio 

bread had to be baked and 
electricity consumption cuts in 
country at the moment it may takl 
long time to see the end product . 
and who wants to eat half-b 
bread?'' 
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.. met in Lagos. I was at the 
Wr lir~t ·iiting the departure of my 

• 1or1 nW• - ·1 tt t t 1rr 
1 

t,et wecn fut1 e a emp s a 
flis1!1 k. 11

1 w.itchcd as aeroplanes c.ut 
St1r1_11 . '

1 isible paths through the air. 
tht'll in\~ little noise and they seemed 
Ther

1
~ wb, ·ind t1oat eeriely as if by a 

to C 1111 • • . . 1 and ahen process. 
in~g~cd been the first to check-in and 

d b~come unaware of the arrival of 
110

11 
rs That is, until the seat next to 

O! e • '11 • h t . e started to f1 wit an assor ment 
~r'~ags, rugs, sandals and .hats. These 

peared to belong to a girl who was 
~~rs;lf festooned with more of the 
same. I saw that she needed some help. 
I got up and relieved her of two heavily 
laden shoulder bags and what I took to 
be a Masai blanket. We arranged her 
things on the chair and on the floor. 

"Thanks . . . I am Denise" she 
stretched out a hand. I took it and 
received a vigorous and rattling shake. 
Both of her arms were encumbered 
with more bangles, rings and chains 
than can be found on a Benin bust and 
they clashed as she moved. She seemed 
to be out of breath. I offered her my 
seat. 

"C'mon . . . sit down". She 
motioned me to reoccupy my seat while 
she set about removing her things from 
the chair. She sat down and took a 
short rest. She then started to 
rearrange her goods in her lap and in 
mine and on the floor. She stopped and 
looked at me and smiled. Perhaps she 
had been conscious that I had been 
observing her all the while. She 
touched my knee with her hand and 
said slowly and deliberately ''you . . . 
think ... I am ... nuts ... right?" 

I waited a little before I replied. I 
was not sure of what to say. "No, not 
really' I replied. Strange perhaps but 
not rtuts in any certifiable sense. After 
all, it took all types to make the world 
and Murtala Mohamed airport termin
al ~as as good a place as any to savour 
a different variety. 

"I' b ve een watching you . . . from 
over there ... " I turned to look. She 
":as pointing to a door on the other 
sid~ of where we were sitting through 
;~eh m?re people were arriving '' .. . 
mad I t~mk you are a nerd". Having 
tate e t~is statement she seemed to hesi-

la ,hgive me another smile and then 
ug "B t d • conti • u,, <;>n t sweat . . . '' she 

k nued, I hke nerds" I did not 
now what sh •. plime ~ meant. Was it a corn-

fact nt or an msult or both. Did I in 
was ~~n~to b~ liked by this girl. What 
to be no ean!ng of all this. There was 

"W respite. 
appea~~~\are you he~ding? '' I did not 
herself "whave heard 1t so she repeated 

I am . ere are you heading?'' 
L gomg to Fr t • • eone" 1 h d ee own ... to Sierra 
my ow~ protl more than enough of 

ems and I needed that 
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rest in Free~own. I felt a little irritated 
by the persistence of this girl. But she 
see~ed deter~ined to talk so I closed 
Soymka and fmally put him away. 

I sank lower in my seat. I took a 
deep breath and exhaled. I turned 
again to my neighbour. For the first 
time I gave the girl a proper look over. 
She was older than I had at first 
thought and better looking too. There 
was a certain harmony about her. Her 
smile, speech, her manner of dressing, 
her body . . . they all complemented 
each other. I must admit that the 
thought did flash through my mind 
that had I met her at a different time 
and a different place I may have had 
more interest in her. 

"I know you ain't from Town," 
town being the dimunitive for 
Freetown, "so I got great news for you 
... you got yourself a guide ... and 
it's free . . . right?" My own plans 
apparently counted for nothing. I did 
not commit myself. 

PERSISTENCE 

It appeared that Aisa, for that is 
what she preferred to call herself, was a 
member of the Peace Corps. For some 
reason I had thought that the Corps 
had not survived Dallas. I had been 
mistaken. It had, and it had grown 
from strength to greater strength. Ai~a 
was an instructor at a school m 
Kenema. She was involved in an 
intermediate technology project. She 
was a specialist in weavi~g mech~nics. 
The project was appropnate and it was 
relevant. It was also fun. J:Ier 
enthusiasm for African weavmg 
practices and her desire to infect me 
with its beauty knew no bounds. 

It was limited only by my c?mp_lete 
and overt ignorance of any of its f mer 
points. She was disappointed. But 
before long, she said, she would be 
back with her looms, cocks and 
shuttles. The blanket I had thoug~t 
came from Kenya had been. b?ught m 
Mopti She had just fmished 31 
gruelli~g six-weeks trek through Ma~, 
Upper Volta and Niger. These were t e 
best years of her life. • 

1 told her that I was gomg . to 
Freetown, to Aberdeen to be pr~~w• 
for a holiday. She .doubtded ~~ad~ tha~ 
all know that Africans on Af • 
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continued, "they don't even travel in 
their own countries ... right?" She 
stopped and looked at me. Of course 
she was wrong. The vast majority of 
Africans took no holidays and those 
that did could not afford to go 
anywhere. I said nothing. My silence 
encouraged her. "They go to Europe, 
to the States, to Bangkok . . . you 
name it they go any and 
everywhere but!" I did not want to get 
embroiled in a debate over this issue. I 
did not like this categorisation of 
Africans by this girl and her friends. In 
any event I was going to Sierra Leone 
and that was that. 

She seemed to notice that I was not 
particularly forthcoming. She changed 
the topic. "Did you know that they 
have absolutely the most beautiful 
sunsets in Freetown?". It was a 
question but it required no answer. She 
looked at me and put on a pair of very 
large sunglasses. She appeared to be 
thinking, to be recollecting. 

"Do you know that the most 
beautiful people in the world are in 
Africa?" By this time I was becoming 
used to her superlatives. Many an 
African would have said that the most 
beautiful people inhabited the covers 
of Ebony. But I don't think she meant 
that kind of easily accessible beauty. 
She seemed quiet. She had slipped 
lower in her seat. She was holding her 
hands clasped together between her 
legs with her face tilted back looking 
towards the ceiling. I could see tears 
down her cheek. She seemed to be 
locked into an experience of which I 
was not a part. I gave her a tissue. I 
always keep tissues with me. She took 
it, removed the glasses and wiped her 
face. She smiled and at that moment 
she too was beautiful. 

We spoke of her trek, of 
Ouagadougou, of Bobo-Diollaso and 
of their rugged beauty. It appeared 
that in those bleak and deserted parts 
as the sahel she had come to under
stand the strength and beauty of her 
people. She had come away with her 
Juffure. 

RESCUE 

Part II 

they don't go to oth~r " ncan 
countries for their vacation ' she 

I believed that a seat number on a 
boarding pass indicated a particul~ 
seat on which one was reqmred to sit 
and so I made my way to mine after I 
had entered the plane. This was an 
error. A large Agbada-clad man 
reeking of some brutish scent had 
installed himself where I should have 
been. I informed him that he had made 
a mistake and that seat no _24C was 
mine. He snorted, gesticulated, 
removed his handsome hat and 
commenced a monologue in some 



t have tongue. It mus . 
·1 for in no time at some w1 II the 

-•, the passengers and a. . 
...,.. esses I could see were shnek_mg 

laughter. J was rescue~ by ~isa~ 
dragged me down the aisle an o 

a seat next to her. . 
"'lbe US Cavalry rides ag~m • • • 

" She did not appreciate my 
Jui I had not been rescued ~or 

• I was again lumbered with 
~d other paraphernalia. I set 

Jbc,ut securing them as best and as 
_,.ely as I could. . ,, 

"Man ... you are something! she 
said after I had finished," · • · Y~~ 
gotta know how to handle these guys 
Since I did not particularly want !O 
know how to handle these guys I was m 
no mood for a lesson. I settled down, 
loosened my tie, undid my shoe-la~es 
and watched as she arranged her braids 
and dabbed her neck and cheeks with 
cologne. When she finished she closed 
the bottle and put it in one of her bags. 

"You still ain't told me your name. I 
gotta know who I am with". I was not 
sure that I was with her but I told her 
my name all the same. "Sam, short for 
Samson". It thrilled her. 

"\Vhere are you from ... no, let me 
take a guess ... I'd say it's _gotta. be 
Ghana ... right?" She was nght first 
time although I was a little perplexed as 
to why it had to be Ghana. We talk~d 
and we laughed. I took the opportumty 
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d "A • g of ner • 
to ask for ~he meantnwith class ..• 

rd is a Jerk • • • reason I was 
~~mmy!" for some hat it may have 

1• ved I had feared t 'th a natural re 1e • . t do w1 · h 
had something o associated wit 
product usually r Ids. She found 
ruminants and opelc~~untant. "That 
out that I was an comment. 
figures" was her wl a while we did 

We settled down.for my Soyinka. It 
not speak. I looked 0l difficult book. 
was The [nterpreterst open it she held 
Just as I was abou; ~ fatigue seemed 
my arm. Her pen ~- king her and she 
gradually to be ~;f 11 me more about 
needed a prop. ,, e used Before I 
yourself Samsoi:i • 1 P~ink ~f what I 
could even begin ~o tead rolled on to 
could usefully say er leep Her 
my shoulder and she was as h d a 
breathing was very gentle. Shi i1ed 
soft fragrance about her. I un uc 
her belt. 

RAINBOW 

Part III 
I saw Denise Collete For_ster' for that 
was Aisa's full name, agam, a few days 
later. It was at the junction of 
Wilkinson Road and Carlton Carew 
Road. It was drizzling for it 'Yas 
August and we were in the ramy 
season. There was a rainbow in the 
sky. She had stopped a poda-poda. She 

in shorts and track-shoea. 
:~~t was drenched. I offered bet 
. y friend's Mercedes. It wa, 
in m and it looked it. It even 
new 'd f h Sh came up to my s1 e o t e 
I ened down in order to speak. 
ea I " h . "I dig the whee s . . . s e 

ain't gonna see Freetowa 
youy" She smiled. She always 
wa • . • h' Th' time 1t had a misc 1evoua 
su 

1
!rior edge to it. I l~>0ked at 

f .P nd I turned to A1sa and 
g~~dbye. We sped off. I think 
waved. 
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NIGERIA 
jukwu in detention . 
e Federal government has given 
ons for detaining the former 
sionist leader, Chief Odumegu 

~ukwu. The Minister of the Federal 
Capital Territory, Maj-Gen Mamoun 
Vatsa told newsmen in Bida that Chief 
Ojuk;u was being held for his political 
activities. 

He stated that the former rebel 
leader would have to account for his 
stewardship as the national vice
chairman of the proscribed NPN 
(National Party of Nigeria). 

Soldiers patrol border 
Soldiers at Seme border post between 
Nigeria and the Republic of Benin have 
taken over patrol duties from immigra
tion officials. A correspondent of the 
News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) who 
visited the border said that following 
the development, immigration and 
customs officials were left with the task 
of processing travel documents. 
Normal activities have resumed at the 
border and the officials interviewed 
said that the soldiers had assisted them 
in tightening security. 

Missions to be reduced 
The Federal Military Government is 
determined to prune down the 
country's missions abroad, the 
External Affairs Minister, Dr Ibrahim 
Gambari has said in Lagos. Dr 
Gambari told a correspondent of the 
News Agency in Nigeria (NAN) that 
the exercise, which was in line with the 
country's new foreign policy review, 
was aimed at saving costs. He also said 
that the review involved some 
contraction which would be done in a 
'very careful manner' to ensure that 
the ~ight calibre of diplomats were 
appomted. 

The. J\:tinister disclosed that already 
the Mm1stry had completed its report 
on the review exercise, adding that as 
soon as the Supreme Military Council 
app_ro~ed it, the implementation would 
begm m earnest. 

. On the directive that all non-career 
diplomats should return home Dr 
Gambari said that the fo~mer 
afl!-bassadors had started to return He 
said that their return would not be 
:hd_den to enable them to take leave of 
th:l~ hos_t ~overnments and 'tidy' up 
M. . m1ss1ons. According to the 

imster' only three ambassadors had 
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h are those posted 
returned so far· T ey w ashington 
to the United N~twns, 
and the Soviet Union. 

• I I 

Those who '' patronize 
the BBC 
Lagos radio has broa~cas~ a co~~;:~ 
tary criticizing those N1genansdw m 

• • d ma e co -to foreign countnes an . d 
ments to the media which ~ontame 
"unsubstantiated charges which some
times border on treaso~''. In_ the p_ast 
few weeks, some Nigenans, mcludmg 
wanted politicians who had run away 
after the military coup, h~d declared 
war on Nigeria through their use of the 
foreign media. 

They are retired 
Seventeen Federal government 
secretaries have been retired as part of 
the re-organisation exercise now going 
on in the civil service. 

The retirements were said to be the 
military administration's response to 
recent calls that most of the permanent 
secretaries who featured in the last 
civilian administration be purged from 
the civil service. 

PRP exists in UK 
The Peoples Redemption Party has 
called on the military to adopt its 
principles as an interim programme for 
a broad national government to lay a 
foundation for a return to civilian rule. 

In a press statement the PRP noted 
that even though coups have followed 
one after the other since Nigeria's 
independence in 1960 they have never 
been a solution to the country's many 
problems nor a step forward. 

It stated that even though political 
parties had been proscribed the UK 
branch will continue to exist and 
maintain regular contacts with their 
members in Nigeria. 

Saraki arrested 
Dr Olusola Saraki, the former Senate 
leader was arrested last week at his 
house in Ilorin by security men and 
taken to Lagos. 

His arrest followed a three-hour 
search conducted by security men. It 
was not immediately known whether 
any incriminating discoveries were 
made. During an earlier search con
ducted by a team of NSO and military 
pers_onnel on January 10th, a number 
of ftles were taken away. 

Reorganise the police 
Mass communication Stu~ents 
told Head of St~te, MaJor-~en 
Muhammed Buban to r~-orgamse 
Nigeria Police Force without fu 
delay. . h 

As a first meas1;1re m t e sugg 
re-organisation dnve, General Bu 
should as a matte~ of urgen_cy_ send 
the present 19 Police Commiss~oners 
the country on compuls_ory retirem 

Making the appeal m a s!at~m 
issued in Abeok1;1ta ~he Association 
Mass Commumcat10ns . Stud~nts 0 
Ogun State Polytechmc faded 
understand the rationale behind i 
volving the politicised yo~ice force • 
the trial of corrupt politicians. 

Press guidelines 
Media organisations operating in 
Anambra State have been given guide, 
lines on how to function in the state. 

The guidelines were contained in a, 
Government House statement issued iru 
Enugu and signed by Mr E.J. Okoli fo 
the Principal Secretary to the military 
government. 

According to the statement, a)J 
materials for publication or broadcastl 
must avoid forthwith "all attempts to 
make political insinuations and aspira
tions of the past as if there has not been 
any change of government. 

"You must always be conscious of 
the fact that a new military governmen 
headed by Major-General Muham 
madu Buhari is in full control of the 
government and people of the Feder 
Republic of Nigeria, and not with 
formal politicians that have been 
ousted because of their ineptitude. 

.''All your programmes for public or 
pr~vate consumption must be neatly 
edited to remove sinister motives. 

'' All programmes and articles must 
be such that would help our people to 
forget things of the past and mak 
them look forward to a brighter 
future." 

The statement which was circulated 
to all me~ia houses in Enugu, was, 
however, silent on penalties for defaul .. 
ters. 

Unauthorised statements 
The Military Governor of Lago 
Group Capt Gbolahan Mudashiru h 
0rder~d the arrest of some members 
~taff 10 the State publicity departm 
10 connection with an ''unautho • 
press statement on the review 
teachers salary• • . 

The statement had claimed that tit 



TALKING DRUMS 23 
; . 

. . evENTS ... PEOPLE • .. PLACES ... EVENTS ... PE_O~-~E .. 

had authorized the approval 
aovernor·ncorne policy for teachers in 
of a new 1 to enable them to rise to 

The Nigerian lead • 
unrealistic for the ;r 5J"id that it was 
same formula to ever un to offer the 
consideration for d. tf country ~ithout 
circumstances and l~ yencl~s. m their 

formed well so far but warned against 
~~me members of.the press who tended 
th c~_ate .a negative impression about 

h swte t e rade level 17. 
saiarY g 

re aliens deported 
Mo than 500 illegal aliens were 
More d in the last three weeks by 
?ep~rtreation officials at the Ajilete 
1mn11g h Id. k b d h kpoint near t e iro o or er . 
~ ec ces at the checkpoint told the 
Nours Agency of Nigeria (NAN) that 
th~wiJlegal aliens enter~d the co~mtry 
through bush paths with the aid of 
Nigerian driv_ers who ~harged between 

30 
and 40 naJra per ahen. 

The sources said that despite the 
official closure of the Nigeria-Benin 
Republic border at Idiroko the illegal 
aliens still entered the country through 
bush paths, most of which were not 
manned by security men. In another 
development, a group of people in an 
unregistered car attacked immigration 
officials at the Ajilete checkpoint with 
iron rods, bottles and knives. The 
attackers were believed to be the trans
porters of illegal aliens . 

Looting at ports 
Soldiers have been drafted to the 
Apapa and Tin Can Island ports in 
Lagos to help contain the looting that 
has been going on at the ports since the 
change of government. A News 
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) correspon
de_nt who visited the ports premises 
said that port users were subjected to a 
thorough search by the soldiers. 

The commandant of the Apapa port, 
Capt Kunle Fashola told NAN that 
the soldiers and 'policemen had 
succeeded in reducing looting at the 
borts. He, however, said that pilfering 
Y port touts was still going on adding 

~hat ~he ports security agents h~d intro
tte .t~~porary measures to reduce 
be i8cttvittes of the touts. Goods stolen 

3 
Y ~o

000
ters ar_e estimated at more than 

• , naira. 

General B h ~a re~ ities. s u an briefed th 
ecretary-General of th ff • e made by h. d . . e e orts bemg 

itate th is a ministration to resusc
e country's eco 

restore th f nomy and 
financial in~~~u~f ;~~!n°~!nte~national 

Earr th · igena. 
UN Sier, e Nigerian leader and the 
th ecdretary-General had agreed on 

e . n~e for the IMF to be more 
realistic and flexible i·n i·ts • 

h l 
. services and 

to e ~ bail Nigeria out of her 
economic predicament 

~eplying, Mr. Per.ez De Cuellar 
prru~e~ th~ efforts of the present 
admmistratton to revamp Nigeria's 
economy. 

He also expressed deep appreciation 
for the warm reception accorded him. 

At another meeting with the 
Secret_ary-_General, Maj or-General 
Buh~n, reiterated that Nigeria would 
contmute to stand by the principle of 
self determination on the Namibian 
and Western Saharan issues. 

Nigeria, he added, will continue to 
use her influence within the 
Organisation of African Unity (OAU) 
to encourage peace talks between the 
various warring factions in the 
Chadian conflict. 

e igena~ pr~ss as a whole. 
Both Brigadier ldiagbon and his 

guest shared the view that there was 
n~ed . !0 r press responsibility in 
N1gena s present circumstances . 

GHANA 
Release the detainees 
The Ghana Bar Association has called 
on the PNDC to release all detainees 
and others against whom no charges 
had been preferred. In a resolution at 
the end ?fits _annual general meeting in 
Accra 1t said that persons against 
whom charges had been preferred 
should go for speedy trial before the 
ordinary courts. 

It called on the PNDC to re-affirm 
its committment to the Universal 
Declaration on Human Rights as en
shrined in the United Nations Charter 
by disavowing "the policy of detention 
of persons without trial. 

General Buhari called on the world 
body to ensure immediate withdrawal 
of South African troops from Namibia 
and work out procedures for the 
territory's independence. 

It declared its preparedness to enter 
into a dialogue with the PNDC and 
other well meaning groups, bodies or 
organisations, if called upon to do so, 
with a view to finding acceptable 
solutions to problems and matters of 
national interest, including the early 
return of the country to a democratic
ally elected government in which all the 
citizens of Ghana would be entitled to 
participate. 

IPI chairman's warning on 
the press 
The chairman of the International 
Press Association, Mr. Max Snijders, 
has said that the press in Nigeria is 

free. He said in Lagos that there ~s har~ly 
any country in Africa and Asia which 
allows as much press freedom as 

Nigeria. The I.P .A. Chief who was on _an 

The association elected Mr J .K. 
Agyeman, as national president, Mr 
Ebow Bentsil-Enchil, national vice
president, Mr S.K. Boafo, secretary, 
Mr Y. Awuku-Yeboah, assistant 
secretary and Mr E. Bamfo, treasurer. 

Role of tribunal 
The Ghana Bar Association has called 
for a review of the role of Public 
Tribunals in line with the demands 
made by the association for such a 
review in 1982. 

Among other demands, the associa-Plead our cause with IM F 
The Head f S Mohamm O tate, Major Beneral 
The Uniteed B~hari, has appealed to 
Mr. Pere1 ~ ations Secretary-General, 
Nigeria's c e C~ellar, to help plead 
Monetary ; us~ with the lnternational 

official visit to Nigeria, was spe~kmg 
in Lagos when he called on the Chief _of 
Staff Supreme Headquarters, Brig-
adier' Tun de Idiagbon • 

He told the Chief of Staf~ tha_t the 

tion said cases going before the 
tribunals should rather go to the 
normal courts because, according to it, 
judges of the ordin~ry courts wer_e 
"far more legally emment and experi
enced in criminal trials than members 

This is _un , (IMF). 
the Fund wth a view to prevailing on 
Present ter° ensure a review of its 
&ranting a 1::1s and conditions for 

General 8!~ t? the country. 
t~e visiting U~n ~ade the plea when 
him at Dod 

8
chief scribe called on 

an arracks, Lagos. 
------

organisation's major objective _is tfi 
ensure freedom for the press in a 
countrie~ of the woCrhl~-f f Staff re-

Replying, the ie o •• 

ff
. d that the federal m1htary 

a irmc • t ensure 
government will conunue o •1 • • 
that f rcedom of the press prevai s in 

Nigeria. . . ess had per-
He said the Nigerian pr 

of the public Tribunals". . 
The association, which re-affirmed 

its stand to boycott the Public 
Tribunals until its demands were met 
by the pNDC, said the establ!~hme!1t 
of the Tribunals represented a m1s-



Jant the ~ed atte~pt to ~~PP 
jrdinary criminal courts • h 

It said it was prejudicial for ~ ~ 
Tribunals to decide in advance t a 
.technicalities would not be tole~ated. 

It felt that there was r:10 . n~ht to 
Jnvoke the supervisory jun_sd1ct10n of 
the High Court of Justice m order to 
rotect accused persons f~om_ breaches 

gf the rules of natural Justice <;>r _to 
correct errors of law or exces~ of Juns
dlction on the part of the Tnbunals. 

Control of the press 
Ghana's lawyers have noted that the 
continued official control of the press 
and other media houses by the _PNpC 
which prevents the free dissem1r:ia!10n 
of information, views and opmtons 
different from those of the g~v_ern
ment should be removed to fac1htate 
free ;xpression of opinion, exch8!1~e of 
views and informatton between c1t1zens 
and government. . 

They urged the governme~t to. l_1ft 
the curfew and that the umvers1ltes 
should be re-opened without precon
ditions. 

They also called on the Government 
to take bold and prompt steps to 
improve the general economic situation 
in the country by embarking upon a 
national economic recovery pro
gramme using all legitimate resources 
both local and international and 
further take appropriate steps to 
reduce the cost of living. 

Cuba's experience 
The Special Adviser to the PNDC, 
Captain Kojo Tsikata (rtd) has 
observed that Ghanaians have a lot to 
learn from the Cuban experience. 

The history, achievements and level 
of development of Cuba's revolution, 
he said, provided aspiration and manly 
lessons for a young revolutionary 
country like Ghana. 

Capt Tsikata made this observation 
at a symposium organized by the 
Ghana-Cuba Friendship Association in 
Accra to commemorate the 25th 
anniversary of the Cuban Revolution. 

"We in Ghana have a young 
revolution - only two years old. There 
is much for us to learn" he said . 

Income tax on kenkey 
producers 
Kenkey producers in the Greater Accra 
Region have been warned that unless 
they paid their Income Tax, they would 
not be supplied with maize. 

The Under Secretary for Greater 
Accra, Mr George Quaynor-Mettle, 
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he met • when 
e this warnmg k Y Producers gav f the Ken e 

members o . A era . 
Association m c_ • 1 Administration 

He said the Reg10na ercise in which 
would mount anrorucer would be 
every kenkey Pd tax cleara~ce 
required to pro bu<:eg supplied with 
certificate before em 
maize. 

Arrests in Bawku 
• • • Bawku have 

Muslim commum~ ~~dis' worth of 
donated over 17 • fty of second
food items and a quan 1 f 
hand clothing for the resettle~ent od 
600 people whose houses were_ urne . 
during the recent Mamprus1-Kusasi 
clash. This is in response .t~ an 3:ppeal 
by the Bawku district admi~i~tra_tton to 
the public to assist in rehabihtatmg the 
victims of the clash. f 

Making the donati~~ on b~half .0 

the community, AlhaJi Saami Hatie
dougou, an elder of th~ comm~mty, 
said the money was reahzed durmg a 
prayer meeting at the Bawku central 
mosque. The Bawku district branch of 
the Red Cross society has also made a 
similar donation to the victims. Mean
while sources close to the police say 79 
peopl~ have been arrested in connec
tion with the clash. 

Farmers forced out 
Following the fall in the level of water 
in the Volta Lake, farmers in the 
Afram Plains who depend on it for 
domestic and farming purposes have 
started migrating from the area. 

Dr Ababio Appah the Kwahu 
District Secretary, disclosed this to the 
Secretary for Roads and Highways Mr 
E.O. Donkor, and a team of newsmen 
who called on him at his office. 

He explained that the low level of 
water in the lake had adversely affected 
the area's farming activities, while the 
problem of water had also led to the 
closing down of health centres in the 
area for several days. 

Expect lasting glory 
Professor Mawuse Dake, Secretary to 
the National Defence Committee 
(NDC), has stated that even though the 
budget proposals are unpalatable they 
constitute the best alternatives for the 
country's economic survival. 

He was opening a one-day seminar 
on the budget organized by the NDC 
for representatives of PDCs and WDCs 
in Accra and Terna. 

Professor Dake was hopeful that "if 
we are able to understand the 
proposals and go through the difficult 
times, we can be sure to see the light at 
the end of the tunnel in a few years." 

Defence commission 
meeting ends 
The eighth session of the ~AU 
Commission has ende~ _m Accra 
the adoption of 3: m1htary pr 

t blishing an Afncan defence 
rh: protocol will be submitte~ 

·ous heads of state for adoption 
van . . b t t will be ratified by me~ er s a es o 
OAU after the summit of he~ds 
endorsed it. Obse~vers beheve 
setting up of the Afncan defence or 
will go a long w_ay to guarantee 
security • of Afr_1can s!ates ag 
aggression by their enemies. 

Briefing newsmen_ at the e!1d of 
Sl·on the chief of mformat1on at 

ses ' • D lb h' D OAU Secretanat, r ra im a 
said the meeting ~lso a~opted an A. 
Declaration on hberat!on a~d ,:\fn 
security. The declaration sa1~ m 
of the precarious state of ~he ms~ 
of African states, material ~ss1s 
and support for _the hber~ti 
movements and fronthne states will 
maximized. 

Individual Africans s~ould . 
encouraged to volunteer their sem 
to the liberation effort when reques 
by the liberation movement and 
frontline states. 

The declaration also said tb 
henceforth South Africa's aggressi 
and destabilizing manoeuvres wi~ 
met by reciprocal force, and actlo 
will be taken to introduce coµuno 
curricula in existing military trai • 
schools in Africa. 

Addressing the closing sessi 
Ghana's Secretary for Defence an 
chairman for the Commission, R 
Adml C. D. Dzang, said the adoptio 
of the protocol on the African defen. 
organ is a great step forward. He sat 
African governments are duty-boun 
to a,ccept and ratify the prot . 
because the people of Africa want it. 

West German food aid 
About 10,000 metric tonnes of wh 
are expected at the Terna Harbour 
the next few weeks as a West Germ 
food aid through the World Food 
gramme (WFP) to Ghana. 

A statement from the Embassy O 
the Federal Republic of Germany 
Accra explained that besides the W 
German government's direct food 
to Ghana, it regularly pledges food 
for delivery through WFP. 

In 1983, the FRG and non-gov 
~ental organisations provided fi 
aid to Ghana amounting to 4, 
metric tonnes of wheet, SOO m 
tonnes of maize and 150 tonnes 
dried fish. 
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at of total blackout 
jhre that "failed to achieve the 45 
All towns reduction in electricity will 
per cent ta! blackout for a number of 

specified commodities Th 
also not exchange th • c/Y should 
black market Th S e A on the 
Ghanaian b~rde~ ecret~ry also urged 

~ddin~, "moSt of these conflicts 
~ncl~dmg political subversion, and 
mspired by foreign powers. 

I
. e a to . f • • ac ,, The penalties or excessive con-
daY5 : n of power range from 18 days 
sumP00masi to five days for Terna 
for I{~vould "face a total blackout of 
Ac1a s" Meanwhile, the energy con-
14 a~, c·omrnittee has appealed to all 
sumeur =ers to save energy and said that 

collecting bribes rrimffictials llto stop 
ap l d rave ers He pea ~ to the people of th • 
countries to be vigilant an~ t~o 
prepared to fight an e 
aggression. Y external 

He_ said. Liberia was aware that 
certam Afncan states allow themselves 
to be u~ed ~s surrogates to stir up strife 
and d1sumty among ourselves, and 
called for an end to this unfortunate 
state of affairs to ensure the progress 
and development of Africa. 

cons '" . • t k • 1 th ,,·r the advice 1s a en serious y ere 
Co-operation with Benin 

On the situation in Southern Africa 
Head of State Doe stressed that 
Namibia must be free with no "trade
offs _or preconditions," adding "we 
remam convinced that UN resolution 
435 provided the only acceptable basis 
for the settlement of the Namibian 
question. 

will be no need for total blackout". 

UPPER VOLTA 
common currency with 
Ghana 
A suggestion has been made for a 
common currency for Ghana and 
Upper Volta. This, it is believed, will 
help speed up the suc~ess of their 
revolutions. The suggestion was made 
by the Commissioner for Upper 
Volta's Mahure province, Mr 
Yacouba, at a joint rally between the 
people of his province and those of the 
Upper Eastern Region of Ghana at 
Takoma, a border village in Upper 

The firs~ ~ession of the Benin-Upper 
Volta . Joint commission for co
operation was held in Ouagadougou 
fro~ 27th to 29th January 1984 
B~m°:'s del~_gation was led by M~ 
Tiam_iou AdJibade, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Co-operation· Upper 
V?lta's de~e~ation was led by.Mr Arba 
Diallo, Mim~ter of Foreign Affairs. 

The holdmg of this first session 
open_s a new perspective in co-operative 
relations between the two countries 
who are engaged in the same 
rev~lutionary process. At the opening 
session, the leaders of the two 
delegations stressed the need to give 
effect to the strong political will 
expressed by the two Heads of State to 
do everything to strengthen and 
consolidate the relations existing 
between Upper Volta and Benin in a 
new spirit inspired by a revolutionary 
militancy. They stressed that the 
setting up of the joint commission for 
co-operation marked a new turn in the 
relations between the two countries. 

Coup plotter collapses 
The Chairman of the Special Military 
Tribunal, Maj-Gen Alfed Gayf1or, has 
described reports following the 
collapse of one of the alleged coup 
plotters before the tribunal - that 
there has not been food at the prison 
compound - as misleading and false. 
Maj-Gen Gayflor described the 
reporters as unprofessional journalists 
and said the report itself was not true. 

Volta. 
The aim of the rally was to educate 

the people of the two countries about 
immigration and customs regulations 
to eliminate currency trafficking, black 
marketing, corruption and the mal
treatment of travellers by border 
officials. 

Mr Yacouba emphasized that Ghana 
and Upper Volta must look at all those 
who want to use the revolution to 
enrich themselves. He complained 
about the alleged maltreatment of 
travell~rs from Upper Volta by 
Ghana1an border personnel and said: 
~II suc~_cases should be reported to the 
uth0nt1es of both countries for 

:ed
1
ress. Mr Yacouba however made 

1t c e th • ' corn ar . at smugglers have no right to 

1
fi'1am when they are caught. 

John eNSecretary for Upper East, Mr 
the ratdebugre, :,vas not happy about 
smu 

1 
e at which cedis are being 

that~~eed out ot: Ghana and he hinted 
Bolg ps are bemg taken to enable the 

a rural ba k h • exchange n to andle foreign 
Secretar transactions. This , the 
currencJ t~op~d,_ will help eliminate 
from u affickmg. He said traders 
Ghanaif J~ V tta are free to attend 
and in tu ar ets to sell their wares 
Ghanaian ~~o~uy small quantities of 

Mr Ndebu s. 
against deal~re h?wever warned them 

mg m any of the 15 

He said the allegation against the 
Government that the alleged plotters 
have not been eating are all false. He 
said the aim of those who spread such 
reports is to sensationalize issues. All 
these publications, Maj-Gen Gayflor 
said, have been forged, exaggerated, 
distorted and mainly intended to 
tarnish the good reputation of th~ 

LIBERIA 
Doe's concern over 
Lebanon 
Head of State, Dr. Samuel K. Do~ has 
said Liberia's resumption of diplo
matic relations with the State of Israel 
was based on the hope_ !ha~ ~the~ 
African countries would JOI~ m our 
efforts to find a lasting solution to the 
Middle East problem. 

He said against this background, 
"Liberia shares the aspiration that ~ll 
states in the Middle East would ~o-ex1st 
peacefully within secured a~d interna
tionally recognized boundaries. 

Dr Doe said the Liberi~ G~ver~
ment. views the present situation l~ 

Lebanon with grave concernfl,. at~n 
11 arties to the con ic i 

hoped that a P ·ll understand 
the war-torn country w\f through 
the necessity to end host1 l ies 
dialogue at thAefc~nfnerecnoc~tti~~~t, the 

0 the nca • ·1 . n. H d of State noted that ~1v1 
L1ber~an ~a rs were continuing, 
and bberauon wa 

Government. 

O.A.U. 
Support Ar"!gola 
OAU acting Secretary General, Peter 
Onu has made an insistent appeal to all 
African states to give active support to 
the People's Republic of Angola to 
enable it to fight back the racist 
occupation forces. The ap~eal was 
made in Libreville, Gabon pnor to the 
Secretaries General's visit to Accra, 
Ghana to attend the OAU Defence 
Committee meeting. The meeting 
called, at a critical time in t~e hist?ry 
of Africa in view of the u~creasmg 
aggressive attitude of Apartheid South 
Africa against Angola heard ~ messa~e 
from oAU Chairman, Mengistu Haile 

Mariam. . Dr onu was also 1~ Angola for a 48 
hour visit during which he handed to 
President Jose Eduardo _dos Santos a 
message from OAU Chairman. 
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Africa Cup contest in March 

The 22nd round of ~f!ica's most 
prestigious soccer compet1l!on takes off 
in March in the Ivory Coast. Gh~na s 
Black Stars, the current champ10ns, 
will defend the cup they won two years 
ago in Libya. . . 

Countries that have quahf1e~ from 
preliminary matches to part~c1p~te 
alongside Ghana includ~ N1gena, 
Egypt Malawi, Algeria, Togo, 
Zambi~ and host nation, the Ivory 
Coast. . 

Preparations towards this s?ccer 
bonanza have begun in earnest m all 
the participating_ countri~s. In both 
Ghana and Nigena the national teams, 
Black Stars and Green Eagles have 
been called to camp. They are also 
engaged in a series of trial matches 
with local teams. 

Billy retains 
Commonwealth title 
Nigeria's Commonwe!3-lth super light
weight title holder Billy Famous has 
ended Ghana's Armstrong Aziz's 
impressive chain of victories. At the 
National Stadium Indoor Hall last 
Saturday, Billy Famous_ outpointed the 
Ghanaian to enhance his chances for a 
world title bid. 

Billy won the Commonwealth title 
early last year from fellow Nigerian 
Obisia Nwankpa at the same venue. 

Participation in Olympic 
Games 
Ghana's participation in the next July 
Olympic Games in Los Angeles, 
United States, will depend largely on 
the National Olympic Committee's 
ability to raise funds outside govern
ment circles. 

Mr Markai Amarteifio, Secretary 
for Youth and Sports, announced this 
at the annual awards ceremony of the 
Sports Writers Association of Ghana 
(SW AG) at the Continental Hotel. 

~ut the Sports Secretary said eve·ry 
ass1st_ance would be given to the 
Interim Ghana Football Association 
(GFA) to prepare the Black Stars 
ade9uately for the defence of their 
African championship title in Abidjan, 
Ivory Coast, next March. 

Nine 1·oin Green Eagl_e~ h 
ball Assoc1at1on as 

The Nigerian Foot or the prep-
invited nine more players f . ualify
aration towards the Olympic q 

h• gainst Morocco. 
ing mate mg a II-call are five players 

On the new ro from 
Of the New Nigerian Bank, two d 

• I of Enugu an Rangers Internat10na . d 
one each from Water Corporat10n an 
IICC Shooting Stars, both of I~a1a~. 

The newly invited players me l! e 
Edema Benson (midfielder), Augustre 
Popo (right winger), Samson Ozogu ar 
(striker), Bright Omokaro and Amos 
Edosogie (both defenders) from NNB, 
Benin. 

1 Others are Patrick Okala (goa ), 
Sunday Ikeagwu (defender) bot~ of 
Rangers International, Taiwo 
Ogunjobi, Tony Edwards (both 
defenders) from IICC . and Water 
Corporation F.C. respectively. 

Flash qualifies as coach 
Sergeant Flash Emma Ankuddey has 
returned home to Ghana from an eight 
month coaching course in Leipzig 
having qualified as a boxing coach. 

Emma a former Commonwealth 
medalist,' was among 64 foreign 
students at the Leipzig College for 
Physical Culture and Sports during the 
eight month period from April to 
November 1983. 

Sports biology, scientific methodic 
training for muscular development 
(A TMT), boxing theory and practice, 
first aid and massage were some of the 
subjects taught. 

Emma who now holds an inter
national recognized diploma as a 
boxing trainer-coach, was adjuged the 
most physically conditioned foreign 
student ever to attend the institute. 

Nigeria turns down offer 
Nigeria will not take part in the 
Rothman 's soccer competition 
scheduled for Kenyan capital, Nairobi 
in June a senior official of the Nigerian 
National Sports Commission (NSC) 
has said. 

NSC spokesman Ajibade Fashina
Thomas told newsmen that Nigeria's 
participation in the competition was 
out of the question because of the 
organizers links with South Africa. 

"We know that Rothmans has 
n links with the South Afri st

ro pgany Rothmans Internatio corn , , 1- • h 
d our Government s po icy 1s t at 

adn ot have anything_ to do with ra 
on "h d South Africa, e sa1 • . . 
Mr Fashina-Thomas s~ud a~vei:i 

t in newspapers nammg N1gena 
men • • t re "fal one of t?e r,art1c1pan s we se 
misleadmg · 

Nigerian club Bendel ll}s:ur~ce '!' 
f• d 1 OOO naira for part1c1patmg m 
me ' • Ab"d· similar competition m I Jan 

year, he said. . 
Mr Fashina-T~o!11as said_ t 

Nigerian Foreign M1mstry h~s !aI~ed 
strong protest after_ last year s mc1den 

dding , 'we are trymg to make sure w 
do not ~epeat the blunder of last year.'., 

Kumasi Asante Kotoko have. been 
selected from Ghana to take part m the 
tournament. 
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event, and that means that it does ~ot 
matter how long it takes, these soldiers 
will pay for their trea~on . a~d any 
civilian that joins them 1s a1dmg and 
abetting treason". 

But how does he intend to fight the 
soldiers and how will his civilian 
contine~tal mass movement fight the 
military? 

"Military skills are not inborn, every 
soldier started as a civilian, and they 
learnt these skills, what is more, if you 
have a cause for which you are 
fighting, the civilians will make even 
better military men". 

He is convinced that enough people 
are fed up with military interventions 
in Africa to make this mass movement 
a success. 

Alhaji Dikko threw a challenge to 
General Muhamadu Buhari and the 
members of the Supreme Militar)' 
Council to not_only declare their asse 
but to do so publicly to show the 
Nigerian public that they are indeed as 
honest as they claim to be. 

They might then want to make .8 
statement of account of their period ID 
government between 1975 to 1979. 
then the whole world will know that 
most of the problems faced by . th 
Shagari Administration were inherit 
from the same military people". 

One got the distinct impression 
Nigeria definitely had not heard thaU 
last from Umaru Dikko and that 
future coup plotters in Africa bett 
look out for the man the SMC h 
declared the number one wanted JJ1 
in Nigeria. 
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